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Roman
London

RALPH MERRIFIELD

Londinium was a busy trading and polit-
ical centre and an early military base, built
on the north bank of a wider, shallow
Thames. It bustled with familiar, recog-
nisable peoplc; a careless housewife who
dropped her ladle down a well, into which
a girl’s leather bikini trunks also, myster-
iously, found their way; a barge-master
whose boat sank at Blackfriars; an absen-
tce workman whose wanderings were
immortalised in six words scratched upon
a tile.

Ralph Merrifield is Assistant Director of
the Guildhall Museum and has been per-
sonally concerned with finds of Roman
London for the last eighteen years.

63 illustrations. 50/-.

Already available

Elizabethan
London

MARTIN HOLMES

The story of Elizabethan London is one
of growth and change: in living standards,
in domestic attitudes and leisure pursuits,
in City administration and the organiza-
tion of trade and finance, in architecture,
costume, arts and crafts. Many of the
effects of this expansion were swept away
in later years, but traces yet remain in
the buildings, the streets, the museums,
the jealously preserved privileges and cus-
toms of the City of London.

Martin Holmes was on the staff of the
London Museum for thirty-three years,
where he was particularly concerned with
Tudor and Stuart London.

30illustrations. 36/-.
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Diary

JUNE

Until 15 June. ‘Frescoes from Florence™—a triumph of con-
servation. Hayward Art Gallery, South Bank, SE.l.

Until 29 June. ‘Greek Gods and Heroes, illustrating some
of the variations in story, costume and characterisation.
British Museum, Great Russell Street, WC.1.

13 June—28 September. ‘Royal Academy Draughtsmen,’
including studies for sculpture and architecture. British
Museum, Great Russell Street, WC.1.

16 (8.15p.m.) Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local
History Society. ‘Unknown London’ by Dr. G. Huelin.
Eastcote Library, Fieldend Road, Eastcote, Middx.

28 (2.30 p.m.) Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological
Society. Tour of Roman remains in the City. Meet at
Guildhall Museum, Bassishaw High Walk.

JULY

6 Eltham Society. Visit to Faversham. Details from Hon.
Secretary, F. G. Shepherd, 37 Colepits Wood Road,
Eltham, SE.9.

9 (6.30 p.m.) London Natural History Society. “The Death
of Feudalism,” by R. Cox. Cuming Museum, Walworth
Road, SE.17.

13 (10.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m.) Greater London Industrial Arch-
acology Society. A day’s trip to St. Katharine Dock
(next to Tower Bridge) which will illustrate the tech-
nique of recording this type of site. Meet at Gate 10.
Further details from Paul Carter, 20 Chestnut Grove,
Wembley, Middlesex.

19 London and Middlesex Archaeological Society. Whole
day visit to Northampton, including Brixworth, Del-
apre Abbey and Althrop. Details from F. J. Froom, 7
Henry’s Avenue, Woodford Green, Essex.

Greater London Industrial Archaeology Socicty. Visit
to West Ham Pumping Station. Party limited to num-
bers. Further details from Dennis Smith, 22 Horn
Tane, Woodford, Essex (01-504 0702).

25 (8 p.m.) Wandsworth Historical Society. ‘Medieval Pot-
tery Kiln at Kingston,” by Marion Canham. Wands-
worth Town Hall, Wandsworth High Street, SW.18.

27 (2.15p.m.) Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological
Society. Tour of Historic Southwark. Meet at George
Inn, Borough High Street (5 minutes walk from Lon-
don Bridge Station).

SPECIAL COURSE

New type of course tailored for London field workers
offered in September by the University of London at Prince
Henry’s Rooms, Strand. Further details from the Depart-
ment of Extra-Mural Studies, 7 Ridgemount Street, WC.1.

EXCAVATIONS

JUNE

Mitcham. 1t is hoped to reveal evidence of a Saxon settle-
ment on a site at 29 Upper Green East. Digging will take
place through June and possibly longer. Inquiries to E. N.
Montague, 9 Devonshire Road, Sutton, Surrey.

June 23rd - July 4th

Croydon. A second training course in Archaecological Field-
work and Excavation will take place, directed by P. L.
Drewett, primarily for members of the Archaeoiogical Sec-
tion of the Croydon Natural History and Scientific Society.
The excavation will be based on the Late Mesolithic Settle-
ment site on Croham Hurst. A few places are available for
interested people who are not members of the C.N.H.S.S.
who are able to come for the whole course. Beginners are
particularly welcome. Inquiries to Mrs. L. Thornhill, 31
Devonshire Way, Shirley, Croydon, CRO 8BU.

June 29th - Aug. Sth

Highgate Wood. Excavation of the Ist century Roman pot-
tery site (see article inside) will continue under the direc-
tion of Tony Brown and Harvey Sheldon. Nearest station:
Highgate Underground (3 mile), buses down Muswell Hill
Road. Inquiries to Harvey Sheldon, 44 Howitt Road, NW3.

July 19th - Aug. 16th

Cambridge. Investigation of Iron Age/Romano-British crop
miarks, including a villa and an LA. settlement. Four train-
ing courses in field techniques, one in environmental archae:
ology and one in field surveying. Directed by John Alex
ander (University of London). Inquiries to him at Extra
Mural Department, 7 Ridgemount Street, WC.1.

July 26th - Aug 9th

Eccles Roman Villa. A course jointly organised by the Kent
Archaeological Society and the Eccles Excavation Commit-
tee will be directed by Mr. A. P. Detsicas. The course will
include practical work in the field and laboratory, back-
ground lectures and seminars and visits to local museums
and sites. Course fee: £4. Accommodation in local hotels
and private houses, £9 a week. For illustrated brochure
apply to: The Hon. Secretary, Eccles Excavation Com-
mittee, 28 Pembury Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

August 4th - September 1st

Reculver, Herne Bay by Reculver Excavation Group. Exca-
vation of military roads, buildings and ditches associated
with the 3rd century Saxon Shore fort. Volunteers with at
least one year’s experience welcomed; small subsistence may
be payable. Visitors catered for and special guided tours
arranged for parties. Inquiries to Brian Philp, 242 Langley
Way, West Wickham, Kent. (01-777 8010).

Excavations Abroad

The Association for Cultural Exchange organises a limited
number of exchanges for a few professional and qualified
amateur students of archaeology with some University
departments of archaeology and national and local museums
in Northern and Eastern Europe. Further details from:
The Association for Cultural Exchange, 2/6 High Street,
Haverhill, Suffolk, on receipt of stamped self-addressed
envelope.

The Council for British Archacology produce a monthly
Calendar of Excavations in the summer which covers the
whole country. The annual subscription is 10s. post free
which should be made payable to the C.B.A., 8 St. Andrew’s
Place, NW1.



