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By G R 0  MATICUS 

CLAPHAM TRANSPORT MUSEUM 

I T  is truly a fantastic and bewildering world that we 
live in-men arriving on the moon, a Roman cen- 
turion chaining himself to the rails of Buckingham 
Palace and a museum being closed down because it 
is losing money! 

The Ministry of Transport White Paper actually 
gave this last as an excuse for wanting to break up 
the unique collection at the Museum of British Trans- 
port, Clapham. It proposed that the contents should 
be dispersed to York and other museums outside 
London. One of the most telling factors against the 
closure is that the area available for display at York 
(which deals only with the railway side of transport) 
is smaller than that being utilised at the moment at 
Clapham. Indeed, a recent visit to York revealed that 
the display there is already over-crowded. 

While other cities such as Edinburgh are building 
and equipping their own transport museums, Lon- 
don of all places will shortly be without one. Many 
readers will wish to protest against this act of official 
vandalism. They can now write to their Member of 
Parliament. 

Protest now ! Remember Stanstd ! 

C.B.A.3 TRIBULATIONS 

THE ANTIQUITIES BILL is still encountering a 
degree of opposition from a number of the more 
important archaeological societies, but at the same 
time it is gradually becoming a better bill. At the 
moment there is a Ninth Draft which perhaps goes to 
show that people are giving very much thought to 
the exercise. 

However, there is an aspect of the Bill which is 
of prime importance to the urban fieldworker. Ralph 
Merrifield in a letter (p.39) outlines the difficulty 
which visitors to building sites will, without doubt, 
encounter. 

The resurrection of Group 10 (Essex, Hertford- 
shire, London and Middlesex) still struggles on. CBA 

remains determined that an orthodox group should 
be formed although the three county bodies con- 
cerned have in mind a much looser concept of 
organisation. In addition, the Essex body have taken 
up the idea of a group straddling the Thames, 
although the views of Kent and Surrey are not yet 
known. l 

A number of contrary proposals have been made 
by various constituent bodies of CBA who have 
now asked all the appropriate societies to state their 
views if unable to agree with their county body. This 
does rather appear like an attempt to drive a wedge 
between the local and county organisations, but the 
outcome is likely to be a stalemate. 

CBA are also optimistically calling for nominations 
for the Honorary Group Secretaryship-brave is the 
man who would accept that sort of chore when the 
extent of his duties is so much in the air! In the 
Home Counties there is a great shortage of archae- 
ological leaders and the disinclination of the county 
bodies to set up yet another organisation is both 
sensible and realistic. 

M E  DECIMAL POINT 

THE correction at the bottom of page 93 arises 
from a source of confusion which should be watched 
by all, especially society treasurers. The Editor glan- 
cing at his own copy of The Roman Imperial Army 
saw "£3.15" inside the cover and read it as "75 
shillings." Considering that he is a banker, he should 
perhaps have realised that decimalisation was upon 
us; in fact, elsewhere there was also inscribed 
"£3.3.-." 

After more than 100 years of debate decimalisation 
of the currency is about to change our habits. Al- 
though official reports mention that a substantial 
number of commercial interests have not taken any 
steps as yet towards meeting the change, many 
societies have already aligned their subscriptions with 
the new order. Decimalisation will affect many other 
aspects of society organisation, such as the price of 
pamphlets, and societies and groups sho~lld thor- 
oughly study all the implications. 
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