
By GROMATICUS 

TREASURE HUNTER THREAT 

AT THE COUNCIL for British Archaeology's 51st 
biannual meeting on Friday the 16th January the 
threat to ancient monuments and to archaeological 
material from treasure hunters was discussed at some 
length. The subject was raised following reports in 
The Times that in the summer electronic detectors 
are going to be offered for sale to anyone wanting to 
look for "buried treasure." 

Although evidence from the C.B.A. regional groups 
suggested that there is no wide-spread looting going 
on at the present time, members were warned that 
the position might change and were urged to report 
any cases as soon as possible. An article in the New 
Scienti~t last November-reprinted on page 126 by 
kind permission of the Editor-indicates that these 
electronic devices as at present developed need not 
be taken too seriously. 

SITUATION HW LONDON 

THIS THREAT of sophisticated detectors in the 
London area should not cause anyone much lost 
sleep. Examinations of building sites and back- 
gardens by this method would produce a rather 
dubious harvest. The commons are well policed while 
the few remaining fields in places like west Middle- 
sex are rapidly declining in number. In fact there 
have been two such detectors in the west London 
area for the last couple of years but the owners 
have given up looking at town sites. 

However, there is still the menace of physical 
spoilation. A number of sites mainly in the centre 
of London have had visitations from trench rob- 
bers. For example, a medieval chalk well on the 
196213 Roman bath-house site a t  Huggin Hill was 
broken into for its contents. Such cases, though 
thankfully rare, should also be reported. 

Since the 26th January export control in some 
measure has a t  last been accorded to archaeological 
material following pressure from C.B.A. From that 
date "any antique, not being a coin, recovered at 
any time from the soil of the United Kingdom" is 
now subject to regulation. While this step is some- 

thing of a compromise, it is a move in the right 
direction and, inter alia, may help to curb to a small 
degree the "treasure hunters." 

GROUP 10 RECONSTITUTED 

AT LONG LAST the saga of Group 10 appears to 
be coming to an end. Since a majority of local soc- 
ieties in the area of the Group supported the loose 
concept of organisation proposed by the three county 
organisations (for Essex, Hertfordshire, London and 
Middlesex), the C.B.A. Executive Committee has 
accepted the position "with great unwillingness." The 
proposal that four representatives from the three 
organisations should meet once a year to select, 
by county area in rotation, one of their number to 
serve on the Executive Committee was agreed-sub- 
ject to review by Council in 1972. 

This represents a triumph for the non-conformists 
(and realists) who have always felt that an orthodox 
Group was not suitable for the area. A letter from 
John Horne, although overtaken by events, throws 
an interesting light on orthodoxy in another Group. 

C.B.A. SILVER JUBILEE 

FOLLOWING C. B. A's 51st biannual meeting, the 
gathering adjourned to the British Academy to 
celebrate the Council's Silver Jubilee with a recep- 
tion at which champagne or some similar nectar 
was served. Needless to say the event went with 
a swing and when the time came for speeches, it 
was noticeable than many found it convenient to 
test the stability of the marble pillars in the room. 

The President, Professor Atkinson, in his speech 
paid particular tribute to Beatrice de Cardi for her 
work as the Council's Secretary extraordinary. The 
main address was delivered by that ageless doyen 
of archaeologists, Sir Mortimer Wheeler, in his own 
inimitable manner. 

We found out that the Council was in fact formed 
51 years and nine months ago, but as Sir Mortimer 
raid: "What's nine months between friends'?" It was 
also interesting to learn that the whole of the first 
governmental grant was spent on claret to celebrate 
the event. At least, I think that it was-but perhaps 
my recollections are a little hazy . . . 
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