




groups the students were taught methods of archaeo- 
logical photography, methods of processing finds and 
taking soil samples and the basis of interpretation of 
archaeological data. Despite all this teaching the 
archaeological results of our work were particularly 
interesting even if they remain somewhat prob- 
lematical. 

Croham Hurst is an outlayer of Lower Eocene 
sands and pebble beds resting on an eroded surface 
of Upper Chalk (Fig. 1.). Flints are particularly 
abundant in this Chalk. After a period of uplift and 
denudation the Chalk was covered with Thanet 
Sand. This buff loamy sand has at its base a layer 
of unrolled glouconite covered flints known as the 
Bull Head Bed. The Blackheath Pebble Beds, which 
overlie the Thanet Sand and cap the top of the 
Hurst, consists of well-rounded flints without any 
partly-formed pebbles, together with a pre- 
dominantly quartz sand and chips of flint. 

Croham Hurst has been well known as an area 
rich in surface finds of worked flints ever since 
George Clinch first examined the area in 1898. Part 
of our field survey therefore included sudace collec- 
tions of worked flints from all over the Hurst. Figure 
1 shows the distribution of flint-working sites re- 
vealed by our survey. Thirty-six sites were revealed 
(including the area around the turf-walled struc- 
tures); of these, 21 are situated on the Thanet Sand, 
12 o nthe Chalk and only 3 on the Pebble Beds. This 
survey clearly shows that Croham Hurst was 
favoured by Prehistoric groups from the Mesolithic 
to the late Bronze Age and that the Thanet Sand 
outcrop was favoured most. 

With all this flint material it has long been ex- 
pected that Croham Hurst would reveal a settle- 
ment site. In 1899 George Clinch thought that he 
had discovered such a settlement in the form of 15 
"pit-dwellings" on the Hurst. In that year Clinch ex- 
cavated four of these pits and concfuded that "al- 
though the results must be described as generally 
neulral (i.e. he found nothing!) the form of these 
depressions affords a strong presumption that they 
were the floors of huts in which Neolithic man 
dwelt." In 1968 two of the 15 known pits on Cro- 
ham Hurst were sectioned but they showed no evi- 
dence of human excavation or habitation. (Pits A 
and B on Fig. 1.). It is possible that these pits may 
be the result of subsidence caused by localised 
differences in the Blackheath Pebble Beds. Pockets 
of sand or shells, as occur in the pebble beds at 
Abbey Wood, Kent, may have caused these local 
subsidences. Similar pits occur on other areas of 
Blackheath Pebble Beds such as Hayes Common and 
Worms Heath. 

In 1968 two very slight sub-rectangular en- 

closures were noted on the western edge of the 
southern clearing on the summit of the Hurst. Trial 
cuttings were dug through the banks of these struc- 
tures in 1968, and showed that these banks were 
probably the remains of low turf walls. This area 
had been known as a surface flint collecting area 
since Clinch first collected a series of indeterminate 
flint flakes in 1898. 

In 1969 three more structures were located and 
Hut 3 was totally stripped by hand down to the 
natural purple sands and pebbles of the Blackheath 
Pebble Beds. Every worked flint and fire-cracked 
flint was three-dimensionally recorded and plotted 
onto distribution plans. Hut 3 consisted of a sub- 
rectangular bank of pebbles and sandy soil which 
is probably the remains of a collapsed turf wall. An 
entrance gap was found in the eastern corner of the 
wall. Six post-holes were found within the structure. 
presumably indicating simple roof supports. No 
hearth was found within this structure but the dis- 
tribution of 2,431 fire-cracked flints showed a high 
concentration in the entrance area. The western end 
of Hut 3 was found to overlie the south-eastern end 
of Hut 2. The sand and pebble bank of this structure 
together with a post-hole (No. 9 on Fig. 2) sealed be- 
neath the Hut 3 bank and presumably associated 
with Hut 2, tends to indicate that Hut 2 was a simi- 
lar structure to Hut 3. Also sealed beneath the bank 
of Hut 3, but within Hut 2, was a pit with a diameter 
of 2 feet and a depth of 8 inches. The bottom 
3 inches of the pit was filled with charcoal. This i t  
may either have been a fire-pit or a small storage ,pit. 

Apart from the structures nothing other than 
flint-work was found. No bones or other organic re- 
mains were found due to the acidic nature of the soil. 
The flintwork from the area excavated around Hut 
3 appears to be the result of two or more industrial 
traditions. The flints from the different traditions 
were, however, all intermixed. The presence of 
burins, awls, micro-cores, micro-core rejuvenation 
flakes and parallel-sided blade-like flakes, together 
with a probable tranchet axe and a possible trans- 
verse arrowhead indicates at least a part of the 
assemblage is Mesolithic. The large number of rough 
Aakes together with a mass of rough flint waste 
would, however, tend to indicate a later use of the 
area for flint knapping. The high percentage of flakes 
with secondary retouch would perhaps indicate con- 
tinued use of the area in both the Neolithic and 
Bronze Ages. A bifacially worked flake with very 
shallow retouch is probably Neolithic. The large 
amount of very qoughly worked flint waste tends to 
indicate a Bronze Age tradition. It  is probable, 
therefore, that this assemblage is the result of 
periodic flint knapping in the area from the Meso- 
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