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B O W  C H I N A  WORKS 
SURPRISINGLY little is known about the topography 
of either of the great  18th century London porcelain 
factories a t  Bow and Chelsea. The factory a t  "Bow" 
was in  fact on the east side of the River Lea in  Essex, 
and its probable location was about a quarter of a mile 
east of Bow Bridge on the north side of Stratford High 
Street near the corner of Marshgate Lane. Recently 
a complex of 19th and 20th century factory buildings 
to the west of the site have been demolished. With 
the co-operation of the owners, Dane and Co., and 
in association with the Passmore Edwards Museum, 
Stratford, a group directed by Dr. David Redstone 
have recorded the buildings and their demolition and 
have made exploratory excavations. 

The area is very disturbed because of continuous 
industrial development, but on one part  of the site a 
large quantity of biscuit wasters from the Bow China 
Works have been found a t  depths between three and 
five feet. Also found are  blue decorated fragments and 
a quantity of kiln furniture, saggars, pegs, supports 
and separators, coal, clinker and ashes. Some kiln 
structural materials have also been found but no defi- 
nite evidence of the location of kilns o r  other factory 
buildings. 

C L A P H A M  TRANSPORT M U S E U M  
THE VIGHT continues to prevent the Museum from 
moving out of London. Discussion rages in the national 
and local press, on the radio and television; arguments 
for and against the retention of the Museum are de- 
ployed, debated and demolished. 

The Ombudsman has now agreed to investigate the 
controversy, and the Clapham Society and the Transport 
Trust are calling for  a public inquiry. Until the first 
exhibit is moved, the fight is not lost! 

Should the Museum be closed, the large collection of 
London Transport exhibits will go into store with no 
eerl ainty that  they will ever be displayed together again. 
Lojidon will not only lose a national museum but also a 
local one-of London Transport. 

Meanwhile the Greater London Council, the obvious 
new administrator of the Museum, remains quietly on 
the fence. Why not lobby your G.L.C. Member? Write 
now to him and prevent a tragedy. 

O.S. E N L A R G E M E N T S  
ENLARGEMENTS of Ordnance Survey 1:1250 and 
1:2500 scale published plans and the field documents of 
these plans may be bought by members of the public 
who require material a t  scales larger than is normally 
available. The enlargements are  supplied on trans- 
parent film and are  specially prepared to order. 

Enlargements are  produced a t  1:500 from 1:1250 
scale published plans and a t  1:1250 from 1:2500 scale 
plans. The accuracy of the enlargement is no greater 
than that  of the original material. 

The prices, which a re  subject to  change, range from 
£6 10s. to E23 according to requirement. Further details 
of this service can be obtained from Ordnance Survey, 
South Eastern Region, Room 1317, Tolworth Tower, 
Surbiton, Surrey. 

M I T C H A M  E X C A V A T I O N  

THE IMMINEINT demolition of a n  18th century shop 
a t  Upper Green, Mitcham, provided a n  opportunity 

last summer for  Merton Historical Society to undertake 
a n  excavation a t  the centre of the former village. 

Hopes of discovering evidence of the Saxon settlement 
were not realised, but the two trenches excavated were 
not unproductive. Waste flakes, possibly of Mesolithic 
origin, were the earliest artifacts found, and Romano- 
British occupation in the vicinity was indicated by a 
handful of sherds of dark grey wheel-made pottery of 
the late 2nd century. A midden pit of the late 13th, early 
14th century yielded cooking pots, glazed and unglazed 
sherds from plain and decorated pitchers and jugs, 
together with bones of domestic animals and nails and 
other ferrous fragments. Material from the late 18th 
century included a set of three matching bowls, probably 
used for blood-letting, chamber pots, and a n  interesting 
collection of unbroken glass medicine bottles and 
phials. 

During the coming seasion it  is proposed to dig on a n  
undeveloped site a t  the eastern extrem~ty of the well- 
known Saxon cemetery a t  Mitcham. The site has been 
left vacant pending road improvements, and i t  is be- 
lieved to have been untouched by the gravel digging 
which destroyed the great  par t  of the cemetery 50 or 
more years ago. 

G.L.I.A.S. ACTlV lT lES 
FORMED I N  April last year, the Greater London In- 
dustrial Archaeology Society enters 1970 with a change 
of emphasis in  its activities which will be geared more 
towards stimulating field work. Already a series of walks 
to encourage observation and a Recording Training 
series a t  Blackwall are  being planned. I n  addition the 
Society is to promote both the C.B.A. Industrial Monu- 
ments Survey and a Railway Station Architecture Sur- 
vey during 1970. The Society will be putting up a dis- 
play a t  the Special Sunday Opening a t  Clapham Trans- 
port Museum in April. G.L.I.A.S. are also playing a n  
active part  as  a pressure group over the preservation 
of the Crossness Pumping Engine House and have 
already submitted a report to the Greater London 
Council who are now considering the fate of the building 
and its contents. 

Recently eleoted to the C.B.A, the Society hopes that  
this action will promote other I.A. socieies throughout 
the country to establish a closer link with archaeolo- 
gists in general. 

A number of supplements to the G.L.I.A.S. Newsletter 
are planned for this coming year on Beam Engines, 
Windmills, The Kiln a t  Harrow Weald. In  addition 
there will be a three-day joint visit to Derbyshire with 
Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society, and a n  
all-day cruise on the Grand Junction Canal. Full details 
obtainable from the Secretary, Paul  Carter, 20 Chestnut 
Grove, Wembley, Middlesex, HA0 2LX. 

A N Y O N E  F O R  EGYPT? 
PAT BAKER, well-known for  her Chelsea evening 
classes, is organising another 14-day group tour to 
Egypt a t  Easter. There are  a few remaining vacancies, 
but for men only. Further details about the tour, which 
is being subsidised, may be obtained from Mrs. P. J. 
Baker, 108 Grosvenor Road, S.W.l (S.A.E. please). 

Items of news or interesting notes for this feature, should 
be sent to Brian Bloice, 94 Hubert Grove, S.W.9. 
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