
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL BARRENNESS 
SOUTHBANK LONDON and the outer boroughs 
north of the Thames are well-covered by local soci- 
eties, but in the centre excepting the City there is 
something of an archaeological barreness. True, 
London Museum and the West London Archaeologi- 
cal Field Group are doing stout work in the western 
boroughs but naturally enough they are thin on the 
ground. Only when there is a society tied to each 
borough or parish in the area, can proper coverage 
be said to be in sight. 

However, things are at last beginning to change 
-Fulham History Society is in the process of form- 
ing an archaeological section and now there is news 
of a society being formed to cover the London 
Borough of Camden (see Mosaic). Although the 
constitution of the Camden History Society deals 
mainly with historical aspects, provision is made 
for research projects in "antiquarian" topics. 

Today the word "antiquarian" conjures up the 
delightful picture of Victorian gentlemen in smoking 
jackets stroking their beards knowingly while pass- 
ing around fossils, relics of the past and other re- 
markable curiosities. Despite the quaintness of the 
word it is to be hoped that under this cover archaeo- 
logical research will nevertheless be fostered in 
Camden. It would indeed be surprising if there was 
no-one of an archaeological bent in the borough, 
especially with the regular excavations occurring 
immediately to the north and in the City. 

DO-IT-YOURSELF ARCHAEOLOGY 

BEARING IN MIND that archaeology and excava- 
tion are not synonoymous, every local history society 
should be in a position to form an archaeological 
section which could meet regularly for special lec- 
tures. Members could join in a large number of 
'armchair' activities for most of which the only 
necessary virtue is that of common sense. 

Compilation of a card index for archaeological 
objects found in the borough; preparation of distri- 
bution maps; study of maps for indications of 
Roman and later roads; study of aerial photographs 
for unusual features in local green areas; field walk- 
ing to look for unusual features and for early arte- 
facts; recording by drawing and photograph of local 
industrial archaeology; a street survey; gathering 

material for an incipient museum; exhibitions in 
local libraries-the list is unending. 

Advice 011 various aspects of these activities is 
available from a number of quarters. A11 that is 
required is that people with enthusiasm and initia- 
tive should come forward and work together. 

In due course after a large amount of ground 
work has been done, thoughts will naturally turn 
to excavation. Initially of course enthusiasts can 
take part in the digs of neighbouring societies or go 
on training courses such as those held a t  Wroxeter 
or Corbridge. But when the time should arrive for 
a local society to take the field, then the director 
must be a suitably experienced person. The degree 
of suitability is best measured by the staff of the 
nearest excavating museum rather than by the indi- 
vidual himself! 

ABRES-DIG 
THE HOURS SPENT scratching and scraping are 
enough for some volunteers, but many more want 
to carry their interest further and lend a hand in 
the after-work. Indeed with most excavations the 
processing of the material can only be completed 
through the efforts of the ordinary digger. Whereas 
the volunteer and the material are readily forth- 
coming, there is always the problem of where one 
will process the other. 

The local pioneer in processing centres was the 
embryonic Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Society. After leading a troglodytical existence 
under Blackfriars Station, the subsequent move to 
the comparatively luxurious premises at Upper 
Ground brought about a tremendous surge in the 
amount of processing being completed. Although 
their present headquarters is more cramped, there 
is still a high output. 

Other societies in the London area have followed 
this lead and set up their own local centres, usually 
with council assistance. Although hardly London, 
the centre at St. Albans (see p. 155) appears to be 
the sort of target at which every local society should 
aim. With the large backlog of unpublished excava- 
tions-some seemingly lost for all time-a process- 
ing centre is today as necessary to a society 
as a treasurer. 
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