
Some recent  Palaeoli thic research 

IN NOVEMBER 1968 the opportunity occurred to 
investigate a site in the Churchfield area of Acton. 
Roy Canham of the London Museum kindly in- 
formed the writer that 130-134 Shakespeare Road 
(TQ202804) had been demolished, and permission 
was obtained from the Metropolitan Water Board 
for trial trenching while the site was awaiting build- 
ing. 

The area was interesting for two reasons. Firstly, 
it was in this neighbourhood that Pitt-Rivers1 (then 
Colonel Lane-Fox) had first found evidence for early 
man's presence in Pleistocene2 times in the London 
area; and secondly, because the writer had certain 
hypotheses about the Taplow terrace3 which he 
wished to test if possible at a convenient locality on 
this terrace. 

In Shakespeare Road itself, Pitt-Rivers (1872) re- 
ported stone tools near the base of some eight feet 
of gravels at about 64ft. O.D. In neighbouring 
Chaucer Road and Myrtle Road mammoth remains 
turned up with more palaeoliths. A tree trunk of 
pine was also reported from Lorne Terrace, Myrtle 
Road. These tools were mostly rolled, but this did 
not concern Pitt-Rivers who was primarily anxious 
to show that man was at least of comparable 
antiquity to both mammoths and the gravels. 
Excavations 

The principle object was to obtain a section of 
the Taplow terrace. Soundings were dug near the 
west side of the plot adjacent to Derwentwater 
School (Trench I) and on the east (I1 and 111). I1 
was badly disturbed by deep digging and therefore 
only I11 was continued. Below 50 crns. of dis- 
turbed material in I1 was dark humic sand to 90 
crns., gravel to 110 crns. and sand to at least 160 
crns. There was a clay seam in the sand at 126 crns. 

Trench I went a little deeper before seeping water 
made further work impossible. Here the disturbed 
level went to 66 crns. and the dark brown sand to 
133 crns. Under this was clean sand to 182 crns. 
and gravelly sand to over 220 crns. The strata differ 
a little from those recorded by Pitt-Rivers, and no 
trace was found of the brickearth which is so typical 

1. A. H. Lane-Fox, Quarterly Journal of Geol. Soc. 28 
(1872) 449-71. 

2. The ~leistocene was the last major geological epoch, 
coinciding roughly with the ice ages. The best recent 
reference to this is R. G. West, Pleistocene Geology and 
Biology (1968)j. 

3. The Taplow or 50 foot terrace is a former bed of the 
Thames left as a step by erosion. A useful reference to 
the terrace sequence is S. W. Wooldridge and D. L. 
Linton, Structure, Surface and Drainage in South East 
England (1955). 
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of the Creffield Road area at a slightly higher alti- 
tude. Archaeologically the results were essentially 
negative. A few flint artefacts were found in the 
disturbed level. The only artefact from the Pleisto- 
cene gravels was a rough core piece, perhaps a very 
rough Levallois4 core, but not of any real import- 
ance; it was heavily rolled and suggests if anything 
derivation from an earlier period. 
Significance of the Taplow Terrace 

The terrace sequence recognised by Hare, Woold- 
ridge and others, rises from the main Flood Plain 
terrace, thlough the Taplow terrace up to the Lynch 
Hill and Boyn Hill terraces. The dating of these 
terraces is disputed, except for the Floodplain ter- 
race which can be equated with the Last (or Ipswich- 
ian) interglacial about 100,000 years ago. The Tap- 
low terrace presumably falls in the preceding (Gip- 
pingian) glacial period (say 130,000 years ago) but 
whether the Lynch Hill and Boyn Hill terraces be- 
long to this glacial period also, to its very beginning 
or to the preceding interglacial is debated. Many 
workers place the Boyn Hill terrace in the inter- 
glacial (Hoxnian) before the Ipswichian, perhaps 
200,000 years ago. 

That the Boyn Hill and Lynch Hill terraces are 
contemporary with a rich Palaeolithic occupation is 
clear at many places. The four richest Palaeolithic 
localities in the Thames valley : Swanscombe, Maid- 
enhead, Yiewsley and Burnham are all closely linked 
to these two terraces. 'This clearly fits with the evi- 
dence Iron1 elsewhere that the main concentration 
of Palaeolithic occupation in North-west Europe is 
in the Hoxnian or early in the succeeding Gipping 
glacial p e r i ~ d . ~  

A study of the Taplow terrace might provide 
some answers to the following questions. Did Palae- 
olithic occupation cease in the Thames valley fol- 
lowing the Lynch Hill terrace phase (i.e. late in the 
Gipping)? If so why? Was the Thames valley 
occupied during the more intense glacial periods 
(notably late Gippingian)? 

If occupation continued during the Taplow ter- 
race period at anything like the level of the preced- 

The Levallois technique came into use in Lower Pal- 
aeolithic times, and involves special preparation of the 
core from which flakes are being struck. Pictures of such 
tools will be found in John Wymer's Lower Palaeolithic 
Archaeology in Britain (1968). 

A more detailed discussion of the Lower Palaeolithic of 
North West Europe will be found in Desmond Collins, 
"Culture, Traditions and Environment of Early Man," 
Current Anthropol10 (1969) 267-316. 
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