
PROBLEMS IN 'HT 
THE COUNCIL for British Archaeology Conference 
on 'Urban Archaeology' held at Nottingham from 
the 1st-3rd January provided a fascinating panorama 
of problems encountered in towns elsewhere in the 
country. From the knife-wielding gangs of the Gor- 
bals to the cases of the two civilised (?) English 
towns where the local museums were actually lead- 
ing a campaign against archaeological excavation! 

.4t the other end of the scale there were a few 
towns where the cooperatior! of museums, local 
societies, commercial organisations, property owners 
and others concerned, has produced the maximum 
effort possible for the investigation of archaeological 
sites. Of course in some towns there are no problems, 
simply because there is no archaeological activity 
taking place. 

Apart from a fairly general lack of cooperation, 
the main problem is one of finance. Out of a budget 
of £150,000 for rescue work the Ministry is unable 
to allocate more than £50,000 per year towards ur- 
ban excavations, while lolcal government generally 
appears to care more for the pockets of ratepayers 
than for their minds. "There's no votes in sewage" 
is an old local government adage - at the moment 
archaeology shares the same fate. 

RESCUE! 
SO MANY PEOPLE attended the public meeting 
on 'Crisis in Field Archaeology' at the London 
University Senate House that some 200 had to be 
placed in an overflow hall. This was cartainly excel- 
lent proof that the convenars of the meeting were 
not alone in their appreciation of the present serious 
situation. 

Dr. John Alexander chaired the meeting during 
which various facets of the crisis were expounded 
by six well-known archaeologists. The terrifying 
rate of destruction of archaeological remains was 
stressed by all the speakers. For example, in 1963 
10% of the round barrows in Wcssex were un- 
damaged but by 1970 this figure had dropped to 5%. 
Even scheduling does not help very much - in 1960 
one area contained 640 scheduled sites, but a decade 
later 250 had been completely destroyed or badly 
damaged, while a further 150 were less badly dam- 

aged. This is hardly surprising when the present 
line is no more than a £ 100. 

The main proposition for the future was that there 
should be established some 20 Regional Antiquities 
Centres (at an annual cost of £100,000 each) which 
perhaps speak for themselves. More immediately an 
organisation was set up with the provisional title of 
'Rescue'. It has three main functions - to make 
archaeology and its problems a public issue, to raise 
funds, and to tacklc threats to archaeological re- 
mains by appropriate action. 

'Rescue' will be run on similar lines to the Nat- 
ional Trust raising money through individual mem- 
bership and donations. One example of its working 
would be the establishment of field archaeologists 
in areas where there are none at the moment. 
Further information is expected to be available by 
the next issue. 

TN HIS ARTICLE on page 222 Jeremy Haslem has 
put forward the very interesting proposition that a 
London Archaeological Research Centre (LARC) 
should be set up. Elsewhere in the country such 
centres are not nolvel ideas but realities, and success- 
ful ones too. 

Today with the high archaeological destruction 
rate there is a great and urgent need for some form 
of unifying force to cover the London region. At 
the moment, excepting in Southwark there is, un- 
fortunately, virtually no co-operation between the 
four county societies which cover various parts of 
Greater London. On the local scale there are still 
a number of boroughs or parts of boroughs where 
there is no archaeological activity whatsoever taking 
place. 

Some people would have it that London is not a 
region but for most, if not all, d the last 2,000 years 
London has been a capital or important city re- 
quiring an econo~mic hinterland for its being. In 
earlier times the Thames undoubtedly served more 
as a communication route than a barrier for the 
various waves of invaders. 

As Jeremy Haslam says, "To all intents and pur- 
poses the structure of LARC will be very nearly 
equivalent to the area of the Regional Antiquities 
Centre . . . " Perhaps in this way London can lead 
the country! 
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