
EXCAVATIONS at Montague Close started in 1969 
with an exploratory trench which revealed a 'semi- 
basement' which was then interpreted as a delftware 
kiln. Excavation in 1970 revealed that in fact it was 
only the stokehole of the kiln (Kiln 1) and a second 
kiln was also revealed nearby. 
Kiln 1 

Period l-This had been completely destroyed 
(except for one corner of its firebox) and no infor- 
mation could be recovered about its dimensions, 
internal fittings or structure. It is possible that its 
destruction is associated with a very deep layer of 
destruction debris of a medieval building which 
lay to the west of it, and which could be dated c.1640 
on coin evidence. The destruction seems to have in- 
volved the almost complete destruction of the med- 
ieval priory building within which the Period 1 kiln 
had been built, and the west wall of this building 
could not be found to match the east wall found last 
year. 

Period 2-This was a completely new structure, 
though severely mutilated by the period 3 structure 
and also by a late 18th or early 19th century cess 
pit. But it was clearly similar to kiln 2 and had a 
rectangular 'fire box' covered by a floor supported on 
arches of which very little survived. It had very 
wide east and north walls, and a very narrow flue 
through the former. Only one vertical flue could be 
proved, between the east wall and the first arch but 
there is little reason to doubt that it was constructed 
like kiln 2. At the moment, no phases for this period 
have been worked out, though some probably exist. 
The lower of the three floors in the 'stokehole' with 
two steps leading down to it belongs to this period, 
and a wall demarcating the north side of the stoke- 
hole was found. 

Period 3-At some time, probably before the end 
of the 17th century, this kiln (Period 2) was demol- 
ished to the lowest three courses of the arches and 
the whole filled in with a red sandy fill. On top of 
this, another kiln (Period 3) was built of which the 
two end walls survived quite high, one to nearly 
ground level. Fragments of the foundations of both 
side walls were also found. At least three and pos- 
sibly four phases could be detected in this period. 
Within the 'firebox' were two or possibly three floors, 
built upon the infill of the Period 2 kiln. The end 
wall has also more than one period of building but 
these have not yet been correlated with the phases 
of Period 3, and some of them probably belong to 
Period 2. In the east wall there was a narrow flue 
which at some time had been blocked off at the 
stokehole end, possibly at the beginning of Phase 2 
or 3. In the stokehole area, there are two floors, the 
lower belonging to Phase 1, and the second to Phase 
213, and the stokehole area, which is rather larger 
than in Period 2, is defined by an oblique wall on 
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derive. There are some differences, however, but in see whether any consistent patte:rn emerges and whe- 
the absence of excavated Italian examples, it is im- ther there are any significant differences. It seems 
possible to say whether these are significant or likely from the Montague Close excavation that to- 
whether Picco~lpasso has engaged in a certain amount wards the end of the factory's life, the old pattern, 
of artistic licence. This especially applies to the inherited, substantially unaltered it would seem, from 
stokehole area for Picco~lpassol shows no sign of any Italy, was breaking up and this may be connected: 
structure here at all. Oddly enough, the only other with industrialisation of the pottery industry which 
excavated tinglaze kiln apart from Norfolk House is occurred at this time. But the outlines of this are 
in Spanish America and is completely and utterly very indistinct at the moment. 
different?. What is needed now is the excavation 2. I n  verbis, Prof. Charles Fairbanks of Florida State Uni- 
of examples in Bristol, Liverpool and Holland to versity. 
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