




Fig. 3. The survey-the 
low resistance feature 
in area 1. This figure 
illustrates how both 
the graphical and area 
methods of reading are 
used to define a feature. 

graphical representations of the traverses give a 
clearer idea of the width of the feature on each 
traverse line and four examples of portions of the 
traverses are shown. These illustrate that it is justi- 
fiable to include readings above 20 ohms into the 
feature. In, for example, traverse No. 21, the drop 
in value between 181 ft. and the rise between 193 
ft. and 195 ft. are far more significant than the slight 
rise at 191ft. This low resistance area may well 
be a ditch feature, but its isolated nature makes it 
difficult to identify as such with any certainty. 
The Effects of Rainfall 

The day of rain on the 29 July, allowed an oppor- 
tunity for the investigation of the effects of rainfall 
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on resistance. A new set of readings for traverse 
No. 62 were obtained, and compared with those 
recorded before the rainfall. There was conside~rable 
variation in the two sets of readings, but it was pos- 
sible to calculate that there was an average resist- 
ance drop per reading of 18 ohms due to an approxi- 
mate rainfall of 1.2 ins. Information about the 
weather conditions was given by the Meteorological 
Office who kindly supplied rainfall figures from rain- 
fall observing stations in Hampstead Garden Suburb, 
Golders Hill Park and at  the Hampstead Scientific 
Society. The Hampstead rainfall recorder gave a 
total of 1.42 ins. of rain as falling between 05.30 
hours GMT and 19.30 hours GMT on Tuesday 29 



July. It  should be realised, however, that in High- 
gate Wood, the increased tree cover, as compared 
with Hampstead, will tend to intercept some of the 
rain. Thus, with evaporation off the trees, less rain 
will reach the ground to affect the resistance values 
and so the approximation to 1.2 ins. has been made. 

Atkinson2 cites an example of the effects of rain- 
fall on a traverse. In his case about 0.25 ins. of 
rain caused a drop in resistance value of about 20%. 
In the present survey the drop in the values of tra- 
verse No. 62 after approximately 1.2 ins. of rain 
was 22.3%. As rain can have such effects on the 
resistance values it is of importance that the details 
of the weather conditions should always appear in 
a resistivity survey report. 
Conclusion 

This survey suggests those areas worthy of further 
investigation. It is clear that several features extend 
outside the survey area. This report is of necessity 
only a first tentative interpretation of the survey. 
The next step is to sink several trial trenches which 
if accurately sited over resistance features, will yield 
the vital correlation data between soil and resistance 
for this site. Some possible sites for such trenches 
are shown on Fig. 2. On the evidence of two or 
three such trenches a reappraisal of the results of 
this survey might be made and a more positive 
identification of the resistance features could emerge. 

This is the means by which maximum information 
can be gained from the results of any resistivity sur- 
vey. 

While not claiming that resistivity surveying has 
any advantage over other methods of geophysical 
prospecting it is amongst the cheapest and therefore 
most readily available to the amateur. It  is hoped 
that this article will encourage amateur societies to 
use resistivity surveying in their fieldwork. If poten- 
tial users remember its limitations and the problems 
of accurate interpretation, they will find that they 
have a valuable time-saving tool at their disposal. 
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Current Excavations 
Brentford, by London Museum and West London Arch- 
aeological Group. Site at Brentford High Street between 
St. Paul's Road and the County Court access in St. Paul's 
Road. A large ditch and other traces of Roman occupation. 
Excavation takes place on Fridays and Sundays. Inquiries 
to Roy Canham, London Museum, W.8. (937 9816). 

City, by Guildhall Museum and City of London Archaeo- 
logical Society. Site of Roman town house at Billingsgate. 
inquiries to  Peter Marsden, Guildhall, Museum, E.C.2. 

Fulham, by Fulham and Hammersmith Archaeological 
Group. Surveying and preliminary excavation work at Ful- 
ham Pottery, most week-ends, 210 New Kings Road, 
directed by V. R. Christophers. Inquiries to Keith White- 
house, 56 Tamworth Street, S.W.6 (385 6038). 

Muching, by Department of the Environment. Ranges 
from a ditch of the late Bronze Age to Saxon huts. 
Inquiries to Excavation Supervisor, Muching Excava- 
tions, Stanford le Hope, Essex. 

Northolt, by Northolt Archaeological and Historical 
Research Group. The excavation first undertaken to explore 
the 14th century Manor House within the moat, has 
recently assumzd great importance as the remains of the 
original Saxon village at Northolt are coming to light. 
Stone buildings within the moat were probably abandoned 
in the early 15th century, although rebuilding took place 
outside the moat in the early 16th century. Work con- 
tinues on Saturday afternoons throughout the year. Inquir- 
ies to C. H. Keene, 21 Islip Gardens, Northolt, Middlesex. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

the London Arc 

This will take place at  2.30 p.m. on Saturday the 1st May 
at the Institute of Archaeology, 31-34 Cordon Square, 
W.C.1, by kind permission of the Director. 

The annual report and accounts will be presented. The 
proceedings will include the election of officers and also 
the election to the Publishing Committee of the five local 
society representztives whose nominations should be made 
in writing not less 'than 14 days before the A.G.M. to the 
Chairman, 779 Great Cambridge Road, Enfield. 

Local societies are invited to send one representative 
with voting powers to the A.G.M.; individual subscribers 
to the magazine and their friends will also be welcome to 
attend. A copy of the agenda will be circulated to all 
societies known to be interested in The London Archaeolo- 
gist. Further copies will be obtainable from the Secretary 
of the Publishing Committee, 3 St. Johns Avenue, S.W.15. 

In accordance with the aims of the magazine the Pub- 
lishing Committee intend that after each A.G.M. a public 
lecture will be given on a particular aspect of London's 
archaeology. 

As acommodation in the lecture room of thc Institute is 
limited to 200 people, advance seat reservations may be 
made by applying to the Secretary of the Publishing Com- 
mittee, 3 St. Johns Avenue, S.W.15 (Please enclose S.A.E.) 
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