
The Directing of Archaeological Excavations by 
John Alexander. John Baker. E4.50. 
A NEW BOOK by the Staff Lecturer in Archaeology 
in London University's Extra-Mural Department is 
naturally an event of note. John Alexander has pro- 
vided us with a four d s  force of words in his Direct- 
ing of Archaeological Excavutions which promises to 
become a standard text book on the theoretical side 
of archaeological discipline, for the graduate and 
extra-mural student. It  aims to explore the general 
principles which a director and his assistants become 
involved in, irrespective of period or place, when ex- 
cavation is coniemplatcd. It is not a manual on how 
to excavate and in fact assumes that the reader is 
competent to do so. More accurately it could be des- 
cribeld as a "think tank" to assist in the solution of 
the complexities involved in the modern methods 
for the recovery, study and reconstruction of the past 
from a complete record of all the human activity at 
a site. 

John Alexander is perhaps at his most conlrover- 
sial when indicating the method of excavation to be 
used on specific sites. The merits of total or selective, 
area or quadrant excavation or whe~ther densely 
settled sites must have little vertical accumulation 
will I suppose inevitably lead to argument among 
specialists. 

Perhaps somewhat expensive to buy, this book 
which is well producedjs written in two parts and has 
some 20 phortographs and 70 text figures. The illus- 
trations are well chosen, many from published ex- 
cavations, to indicate various problems of interpre- 
tation which may be encountered and includes a 
number of historical views to be considered as ex- 
cavation problems. The first and shorter part discusses 
the education of excavators and the publication of 
results. It includes a chapter on the field problems 
and contributions orf environmental archaeology. It  
has much of profit in it. Part I1 consists of six chap- 
ters which discuss in greater detail but in a rather 
detached manner, the knowledge and experience re- 
quired to investigate adequately domestic, religious, 
burial, military and industrial sites. Each chapter has 
a reading list linked to the full bibliography at the 
end. These bibliographies are going to be of great 
value to the student. Reading the; chapter on in- 
dustrial sites I was reminded of the mutterings of the 
industrial archaeologist who commented that the 
archaeologists were ignoring his subject again. It  is 
true that the small number of Tudor and later in- 
dustrial sites now published are not noted. It  is also 
true that this is a book about directing archaeological 

excavations and nolt periods or convenie~nt groupings. 
If you want to tackle the former, you might be wise 
to start here with John Alexander for your guide. 

lmperial Rome by Alan Sorrel1 and Anthony Birley. 
Lurtsrwurrh Press. f 1.50. 
Roman Trier and the Treveri by Edith Mary Wight- 
man. Ruperf Hart-Davis. £4. 
THE CONSIDERABLE interest in Roman London 
many of us share can be widened on occasion by 
comparison with other Roman cities, and these two 
volumes each have in their own way something to 
offer in this direction. Imperial Rolme is another of 
Alan Sorrell's illustrated journeys into the past 
and has a text by Anthony Birley which puts us 
in the shoes of a visitor to Rome in A.D. 330. While 
presumably aimed at the educational or lay reader 
who appreciates the bare bones of archaeololgy dres- 
sed up, it doe5 enable us to compare Rome and Lon- 
don through the reconstructioln drawings of the same 
artist. It is possible to make telling comparisons of 
scale by looking at the plates in Alan Sorrell's 
earlier R o m m  London (Batsford £1.50) and then 
turning to Imperial Rome. There are panoramic 
views of both cities and for example, Newgate can 
be placed alongside the Flaminian Gate. Thus 
Rome's colossal scale comes across filled with even 
more of those scurrying figures which normally in- 
habit Sorrdl drawings. A number of these plates are 
in colour and follow in 2 long tradition of recon- 
structions of Forum, Capitol, Palatine, Circus and 
baths. Others are more intimate! and show streets, 
docks and temples and concludes with the aqueducts 
and Hadrian's Vilh. Anthony Birley provides a 
continuous text which guides the reader towards an 
understanding of the urban life as enjoyed in 4th 
century Rome. 

Trier, situated on the Moselle in the Rhineland is 
another Imperial city and its architectural remains 
must always be of great interest to the student of 
Roman Britain. Several members of the! Thames 
Basin Group once considered organising a visit there 
some years ago and on reading Roman Trier and 
the Treveri I regret it never materialised. The up- 
standing monuments of Trier are the most evocative 
survivals in northern Europe of Roman civil archi- 
tecture; the great Porta Nigra, the vast Basilika, the 
baths, the amphitheatre and the column at Igel, to 
note some of the more outstanding. Edith Wight- 
man's book is not a guide to these monuments but a 
very readable synthesis of historical and archaeolo- 
gical knowledge concerning the Roiman city of Trier 



and its tribal hinterland - the civitas Treverorum 
between the Ardenne and the Rhine. Roman Trier 
provides an excellent example of the value of such 
regional reviews, for apart from Olwen Brogan7s 
Roman Guul (Bell 1953) and a small Ecglish guide 
book available in Trier, little presented here has 
been available before in English. The book folllows 
a well established pattern with chapters on the pre- 
Roman background. the Treveri and Rome, the 
city and the countryside, daily life, economics and 
religion. Such a bare framework gives little idea of 
the richness of material. The upstanding monuments 
are described as are the buried archaeological re- 
mains, where the 4th century double church, later 
to be rebuilt in the Middle Ages and the forum 
might be singled out. In the countryside the numbers 
of fine villas stand out and plans of some are in- 
cluded together with a distribution map of villas and 
sanctuaries in civitas Treverorum. (This is at the 
same scale as the O.S. map of Roman Britain and 
makes a startling comparison). Dlaily life is well 
illustrated by sculpture and there are sections on late 
Roman fortifications, temples, churches, beliefs, 
burial customs and the changing of a pagan society 
to a Christian one. 

There are 25 text figures, eight maps and over 
fifty photographs. A very extensive bibliography and 
a list of relevant museums are also included. One of 
two of the photographs are poor, the paper used is 
Ear too translucant and I would have liked to have 
seen a plan of modern Trier with the major sites 
indicated. All the same an excellent addition to the 
available works on Roman Europe. 

Two annual transactions have reached us since we 
last noted such journals in last spring- 
Transactions of the London and Middlesex Arch- 
aeological Society. Vol. 22. part 3 (1970). Issued to 
members: subscription £2.10, 49 Mayford Road, 
S.W.12. 
THE CONTENTS of this volume which has S0 
pages, includes another in the series "Archaeological 
Finds in the City of London 1966-1969", an investi- 
gation of a possible Roman road between Mill Hill 
and Hampstead, "A Seventeenth century Hospital 
Matron" and the address given to the 1968 Local 
History Conference. It is rather disconcerting to find 
the front part of this number given over to a list of 
members printed in an excessively large type. 
Archaeologia Cantiana. Vol. 84 (1968). Issued to 
members of the Kent Archaeological Society: sub- 
scription £2.50, The Gate House, Lullingstone Castle, 
Eynsford, Kent. 
THIS VOLUME HAS some 300 pages and has a 
varied archaeological and historical content including 
from Greater London a final report on the Roman 
and Saxon site in Poverest Road, Orpington; the 
1956-9 excavations at Caesar's Camp at Keston and, 
one cannot resist to record. notes the work of the 

ARCHAEOLOGISTS 

Newly published by the Scientific Re- 
search Committee of the C.B.A., the 
Handbook is composed of a series of 
"data sheets" dealing with artifacts and 
other material providing evidence, and 
instrumental techniques, including dating, 
analytical and geophysical. 

The Handbook is in loose-leaf form so 
that new infcrmation can be incorpor- 
ated as soon as it becomes available. 

C o ~ t :  Sop (plus 5d or 2p stump for mail- 
ing udditional sheets), from C.B.A., 8 St. 
Andrew's Plnce, Regent's Park, London, 
N.W.1. 

Southfiark and Lambeth Archaeological Society 
under Woolwich and District! There is also an ex- 
cavation report w a medieval hospital site at Strood, 
two good papers on "vernacular" architecture and 
a valuable description with a reconstruction of the 
late 18th century horse-engine pumphouse on the 
Cobham Estate. 

Is is ironical to note, that when many counties fail 
to produce a regular transactions or have to make do 
with thin paper backs, the Kent Archaeological 
Society is under criticism by some of its members 
for producing a quality product. It  all comes down 
of course to whether you consider it the main finan- 
cial contribution of the county society to provide a 
journal of record or to promote activity that needy 
recording. As Kent has in Archaeologia Cantiana 
an annual volume of considerable status, this 
naturally costs a great deal of money, as the Society's 
accounts show. However changes of style might in 
fact bring little overall financial benefit to the Kent 
Society. Kent apart, one has not got very far to look 
to see annual journals which might benefit from a 
rational rethinking. The thin struggling annual 
journals of the Home Counties could well pool their 
resources to produce a regional transaction to the 
great benefit of all. True no one will agree, yet, but 
remember the supply of cash is going to get even 
tighter. 

- ~ 

JOHN ASHDOWN 
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