


lithic p e r i ~ d . ~  The flint artefacts include flakes, 
scrapers, cores, two microliths, a burin and a tran- 
chet axe, together with a hammerstone; these were 
found in an old ground surface in the cloister garth of 
the later monastery. This site is four miles 
south of the classic Maglemosean forest-culture site 
at Broxbourne, Hertfordshire. Waltham and Brox- 
bourne, both in the Lea valley, may represent camps 
for fishing, while the site of High Beech, where a 
similar assemblage has been found some three miles 
south-east of Waltham, may represent a hunting 
camp, as it is at 250ft. on eocene sands, in what is 
now forest. A date of 7,000 to 6,000 B.C. may be 
suggested for the mesolithic activity. 

Neolithic occupation is represented by fragments 
of two "Peterborough" ware bowlsa of Ebbsfleet 
style, also found in the cloisture garth area, and by 
stray finds2 including a polished flint axehead. 

The univallate camp of Ambersbury Banks with 
a stone-wall revetted entrance lies today in the forest 
on the eastern parish boundary at nearly 400ft. Pot- 
tery in the ditch and on the old ground surface 
underneath the bank is of Woodbury style of the late 
Bronze Age or early Iron Age3 within the range 800 
to 300 B C. A cleaning out of the ditch suggested 
Belgic re-occupation. 

Roman period. A collection of iron blacksmith's 
tools including 2 anvils, 5 pairs of tongs and a 
hammer, together with a variety of other tools (a file, 
a spoon-bit, a socketed gouge, an adze, a bill-hook, 
a flat "spoon" probably for skimming molten metal), 
with some scrap pieces, were found together in 
1969 during gravel digging to the south of the town. 
The hoard4 is dated to the first century A.D. on the 
evidence of a broken lynch pin and part of a sword 
blade of native tradition. 

Actual Roman structures have not been found 
at Waltham Abbey although Roman material has 
been recorded in Saxon contexts. Coins of Claudius, 
Vespasian, Antoninus Pius, Maximianus, Licinius 
and Constantine have been found in the town. To- 
gether with a coin of Victorinus, found in 1970 in a 
ditch under the Saxon house (see below), these coins 
cover much of the Roman occupation of Britain. 
Ermine Street runs north from London via Cheshunt 
only three miles west of Waltham and it is possible 
that the causeway from Waltham Cross is a Roman 
construction. 

Saxon occupation. A 12th century chronicler5 
of Waltham tells us that Tovi (Tofig), standard 
bearer to King Cnut, in about 1030, built a "hunting 

2. P. J. Huggins, "Waltham Abbey: Monastic Site and 
Prehistoric Evidence 1953-1967," Trans. Essex Arch. 
Soc., 3rd series, 2 (1970) 216-66; includes history by 
K. N. Bascombe; cloister site TL 382 007. 

lodge" on his estate at Waltham. He describes what 
sounds like an early barrow excavation on another 
of Tovi's estates at Montacute in Somerset when a 
great black crucifix was found together with a black 
book, a bell and a small crucifix. The great crucifix 
was brought to Waltham in preference to other more 
important towns and Tovi built a church for it 
there. It  was said to have healing powers and began 
to attract pilgrims. Sixty-six people followed it as 
it travelled on an ox-cart from Somerset and "so the 
town was founded." Waltham was described by the 
chronicler as a richly-wooded spot with fertile pas- 
tures but he stated there was "nothing in the place." 
Tovi appointed two presbyters, who, with other 
clerics, would minister to God in the church. This 
may have been a wooden church, nothing remains of 
it today. Montacute is some twelve miles only from 
the Isle of Athelney where Alfred retreated, in 878, 
as a result of the Danish incursions of the middle of 
the 9th century. One wonders if the Holy Cross was 
coming to Waltham for  the first time or was return- 
ing after some 150 years in exile. The chronicler was 
a secular canon of Harold's later foundation writing 
at the time of Henry 11's refoundation in 1177. He 
speaks with personal knowledge of the Cross, i t  is 
never described again. 

Saxon occupation was discovered in 1969 and 
1970, just to the north of the present church (TL 381 
097) Rcmains of' a hall (see map), built close 
to the edg of a "pond" and much mutilated by 
later monastic activities were discovered. The full 
length of this building has not yet been established, 
it may extend into the cloister garth area, but it is 
24ft. wide and at least 50ft. long. The side walls were 
detected as parallel trenches cut into the natural clay, 
one corner with a massive post-hole for a timber 
gable end was seen. The trenches were filled with 
two to ten inches of gravel, above which there was 
four to ten inches of loam. The loam was stabilised 
by flints and re-used Roman building debris, this 
being particularly dense where the wall bordered the 
pond. Above the loam a layer of clean clay remained 
with some minor vertical post-holes. A four-feet 
deep V-shaped ditch, which ran down the middle of 
the house, was filled in as part of the building opera- 
tion. The fill of this ditch and the loam of the Saxon 
wall foundation each contained similar pottery, i.e. 
"St. Neots" shelly ware, grass-tempered ware, Tps- 
wich ware and relief-band amphorae perhaps from 
Badorf in the Rhineland. The first half of the 9th 
century is the date by which this pottery could have 

3. Information from a lecture by Dr. John Alexander; 
TL 438 004. 

4. Being studied and published by W. H. Manning; 
TL 378 002. 

5. In the De Inventionc Crucis; B. M .  Harleian MS 3776. 
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