
The Timber-frame House in England. 
By Trudy West. Davicl and Charles. £2.75. 

Illustrated Handbook of Vernacular Architecture. 
By R. W. Brunskill. Faber and Faber. £2.50. 

The Necessary Monument. 
By Theo Crosby. Studio Vista. £1.05. 

Social Purpose in Architecture-Paris and London 
Compared, 1760 - 1800. 

By Helen Rosenau. Studio Vista. £3.75. 
THESE FOUR books have a common link in that 
they are concerned with historical buildings. Their 
range however is wide from the recording of vernacu- 
lar structures to the implications of social change in 
architecture and the demands of engineering in gothic 
dress. 

The Timber-frome House in Englmd is a gen- 
eral introduction to the study and enjoyment of 
historic houses constructed on a timber-framed 
structural system from the earliest times to the 
present day. As there is a real need for a general 
text book on this subject, I would like to have recom- 
mended it without reservation but it contains pit- 
falls for the serious student. Trudy West discusses 
these houses more from the point of view of owners 
or potential owners of timber-frame houses than 
from that of the archaeologist or historian. This can, 
of course be a sound approach which enables 
the discussion of the problems of preservation and 
techniques of restoration together with an outline of 
the present legal position affecting historic houses. 
This is preceded by descriptions of houses from early 
times noting the effects of regional plan form and 
style which results from historical or geographical 
factors including local materials. It is in the implica- 
tions of structural systems and in the understanding 
of the archaeology of the greatly altered building 
that Trudy West is less helpful. The significance of 
structural systems is not brought out and neither is 
the Tudor change from using open halls to two 
storey houses with brick chimneys, either in the con- 
versation of existing buildings or in new work, made 
clear. The terminology used is, in fact, imprecise 
and in some cases inaccurate. Balloon framing, a 
nailed system invented in the U.S.A. in the 1830's is 
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confused with the traditional joint using box framed 
or post and truss-crown post construction. The cruck 
truss is given much prominence and is described as  
once general in South East England, when this is 
precisely where it does not occur. Some of the 
examples given are glamourised like the Old House 
in Hereford which is not by John Abell and neither 
has it been moved. The current debate concerning 
plan forms is not touched on, so that valuable dating 
features of house types, such as the baffle entrance 
house of the South East, are missed even though 
plans and examples arc illustrated. The illustrations 
from photographs and drawings by Paul Dong form a 
valuable part of the book, the selection of plates 
offering a very refreshing series. 

The missing element in The Timber-frame House 
is in fact the work of the Vernacular Architecture 
Group and this is not a criticism that can be leveled 
at Ron Brunskill's Vernacular Architecture hand- 
book. This is a text book for students and is full of 
those adjectives used in the Manchester School of 
Architecture; size-type, vernacular zone, "polite" 
threshold, etc. It is also a must for the library of any- 
one with an interest in the history of building. 
The method of presentation compresses the text into 
short notes accompanying a photograph and a page 
of drawings for each section. The drawings are a 
pleasure and demand study. Designed as a handbook 
to be used for recording vernacular buildings Ron 
Brunskill describes the visible walling and roof com- 
ponents, brick, stone, tile, etc. and the construction 
details to be found in the lesser houses and cottages, 
farm buildings, mills and industrial buildings built of 
local material according to local traditions. For 
example, the cruck truss and box frame constructions 
are described together with weather-boarding, math- 
amatical tiling, doors, windows and architectural 
detail. An attempt is made to map building materials. 
Ron Brunskill shows his concern at the rapid loss of 
traditional farm buildings with a chapter devoted to 
these workshops. The principles of recording, re- 
search and measuring are summarised and there is a 
good bibliography. This is a standard work of ref- 
erence for the observer. 

The other two books by chance both link Lon- 
don and Paris but Theo Crosby's large size paper- 
back The Necessary Monument is particularly inter- 
esting for its description of Tower Bridge. "A build- 



ing loaded with emotive qualities" and one of "the 
great nineteenth-century monuments that litter our 
cities" says the jacket. This boolk is in fact a special 
piece of pleading from an architect of the modern 
movement, who reacting to the economic-commercial 
design of modern cities, looks back and discovers 
the Victorian public monument. The next argues con- 
vincingly for the retention of the fabric of the past 
and this is woven around three case studies of an 
opera house, two stations and the Bridge. The doc- 
umentation of Gamier's Paris Opera and Tower 
Bridge using original architect's drawings and detail 
photographs is well done and in fact the section on 
Tower Bridge, which includes a detailed appendix, 
makes the book worth owning. The layout of the 
text evolving round the illustrations can be confusing 
but when we read, "In the context of our cities even 
a third rate old building becomes a masterpiece when 
seen besides a modern commercial development," 
we may sadly agree. 

Helen Rosenau's task in Social Purpose in 
Architecture is to remind us of those 18th century 
monuments to social progress which are now lost 
or in many cases never built. London and Paris both 
growing rapidly in the late 18th century are com- 
pared and this study of two cities concentrates on the 
necessary public buildings and institutions which an 
age of industrial and social revolution demanded. 
The movements to provide adequate housing, 
prisons and educational buildings coincided with 
visions of neo-classic grandeur. BoullCe, Bentham, 
Soane, Dance, Ledoux, Smirke provided remarkable 
solutions to monument, university, library, asylum, 
government factory, hospital, prison and neighbour- 
hood planning. Their visions of Utopia in the con- 
text of remodelled London or Paris can still make 
the mind reel. So much however remained on paper. 
The particular value to the Londoner is to be 
reminded of the importance of our remaining late 
18th and early 19th century institutions. The text and 
photographs are printed together by photo-litho and 
while this has produced a handsome book, some of 
the illustrations look like bad photo copies. 

Recently Published Journals 
Surrey Archaeological Collections. Vol. 66 

(1969). Editor: E. E.  Harrison. Issued to members 
of Surrey Archaeological Society: subscription £2, 
Castle Arch, Guildford. 

THIS LONG awaited volume, the last to use trad- 
itional printing, appeared early this year just two 
months in front of Volume 67 which used litho print- 
ing. Volume 66 had some 140 pages and the con- 

tents included the follo~wing: A valuable interim 
report by Alan Cook on the 1968 excavations at the 
Tudor Oatlands Palace with plans. Isabel Davies pro- 
vides an important documentary study "Seventeenth 
Century Delftware Potters in St. Olave's Parish. 
Southwark," which must however be used with 
caution as the more recent research of Rhoda 
Edwards has changed the picture presented here. 
R .  A. Collins looks a t  "Chalk Quarrying in Surrey 
1800-1914" and with the use of maps demonstrates 
the changes in the industry, the importance of the 
railways and shows how lime reached the London 
builders. The titles of the other main papers are 
"Early Seventeenth Century Schemes to make the 
Wey navigable," "The Battersea Manor House," 
"Fawsett against the Inmates," or early Southwark 
Poor Law administration; "Mr. Drouet's Establish- 
ment at Tooting" on Victorian child welfare; and 
"The Church of St. Mary, Walton-onThames" to- 
gether with "Notes" which include medieval pottery 
from Guildford. 

Sussex Archaeological Collections Vol. 108 (1970) 
Editor: F. W. Steer. Issued to member of Sussex 
Archaeological Society: subscription £2.50, Bar- 
bican House, Lewes. 

THIS VOLUME has some 90 pages and includes 
the following: "Excavations at Lullington Church"; 
"Roman Tilework at Itchingfield"; a newly discov- 
ered hill-fort at "Garden Hill, Hartfield"; "The 
Parliamentary Speech of Viscount Montague against 
the Act of Supremacy 1559", and "The Wall Paint- 
ings in the Church of St. John the Baptist, Clayton." 

Archaeologia Cantiana Vol. 85 (1970) Editor: 
A. P. Detsicas. Tssued to members of the Kent 
Archaeological Society: subscription £ 2.50, The Gate 
House, Lullingstone Castle, Eynsford. 

ANOTHER VARIED Kentish volume, recently arri- 
ved, that has some 230 pages. Excavations are repor- 
ted on from the Iron Age Hill-fort at Squerreys, Wes- 
terham, a t  the Eccles Roman villa in 1969, from 
within the town of Rochester and a Roman well at 
Springhead. Historical papers discuss 17th century 
elections, an 18th century water mill, 19th century 
Dover and Deal, Armada preparations in Kent, and 
token issuers of Gravesend. The archaeology of 
medieval and later building is demonstrated by the 
unravelling of Cogan House at Canterbury and in 
the reconstruction on paper of two lost Manor 
Houses. Three Anglo-Saxon disc brooches, two now 
lost, are described and illustrated. 

JOHN ASHWIWN. 
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