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WORK in 1970 and 1971 was concentrated to the 
east and noith of the area already excavated and 
described in earlier issues of this magazine1. 

Field work in 1969 had shown a light scatter of 
Roman pottery on the highest point of the ridge 
on which the site lies, and the main effort in 1970 
was devoted to opening up an extensive area here. 
This disclosed Ditch 3 (see plan) which had a U- / 

shaped profile and was some 4Pt. across and 3ft. 
deep; it ran down the western slope of the ridg:: 
from its highest point. 

The pro'bable function of the ditch was to supply 
water to a pit 4ft. 6ins. deep and 4ft. wide which was 
also approached by a shallower run-in from th,: 
south-west. Microscopic analysis2 of the thick deposit 
of fine light grey clay at the bottom of the pit has 
shown the presence of grog; its purpose therefore 1 

seems to have been for the mixing and preparation / 
/ 

of clay for pottery. / 

After the accumulatjon of some silt in Ditch 3. 
Kiln 6 was set in it. This proved to be a simple 
through-draught type, 4ft. long and 3ft. 6ins. across 
its widest poin't. The oven walls, which were built 
of dark red baked clay survived to somc gins. abovs 
the oven floor. Behind the wall on the north side of 
the kiln were portions of two earlier walls, giving 
three phases in all. 

Further work on the thin slots found in 1969 and 1 
provisionally regarded as palisade trenches showed 
that they were in fact wheel ruts of recent origin, 
containing a few fragments of clay pipes and 19th 
century pottery. 

In 1971 an area was opened up some 30 yards 
north of the main kiln group; fieldwork in earlier 
years had shown it to be covered with a fairly dense 
scatter of Roman pottery. Excavation revealed con- 
siderable quantities of 'broken pottery and kiln furni- 
ture lying in a spread of very blackened earth. The 
f ea tu r~  was very similar to the extensive deposit of 
kiln dump material previously dug to the south. 
There were also .traces of rough pebble flooring lying 

\, on the yellow clay su'bsoil, similar to that surround- 
ing the main group of kilns. 

One kiln was uncovered in this area (Kiln 8). It 
was of the normal Highgate updraught type, con- 

1. London Archaeol 1 39-44, 150-154. 
2. By Mr S. A. MacKenna 
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Fig. 3. P o t t e r y  f r o m  kiln 6 ($1. 

larger than the second UOUD (Fig. 3 NOS. 6 to 10) graphy, materials and equipment, and their staff ill the 
is characterised by ho;izonGl decora: Wood gave invaluable assistance. We are grateful for the 

tion. All the vessels illustrated, except for NO, 10, help received 111 various ways from the Guildhall, Horni- 

are grog-tempered. man and London Museums Much of the work in these 
and earller seasons has relied on the skill and responsihilltv . - - - - - 
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