
he E.E.C. a Archaeology 
The possible increase in 
rate of site destruction 

AFTER ACCESSION to the EEC, the British 
system of agricultural support will be required to 
conform gradually to the Comn~unity's Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP). An important feature of 
the CAP is the higher level of prices for agricul- 
tural products, particularly grain. If the policy re- 
mains unchanged, it is likely to lead to an increase 
in the profitability of cereal-growing relative to other 
agricultural enterprises in the U.K. 

There are no official forecasts, but Josling and 
Luceyl have recently trield to quantify the increase 
in grain production in the U.K. in the years follow- 
ing accession to the EEC. They have forecast a rise 
fin production from 13.4 million tons in 1968 to 22.8 
million tons in 1980 (both on a "normal harvest" 
basis). Clearly this rise which may be regarded as 
an upper limit, would need a substantial increase in 
the acreage of cereals: how large an increase de- 
pends on the likely change in yield over that period. 
Britton2 has forecast a "most likely" increase of 12% 
over the period 1967-1977, and a maximum increase 
of 20%. Table 1 shows the increase in acreage 
needed to give the increase in production forecast by 
Josling and Lucey, under various assumptions about 
yields. 

Table 1: (in million tons or million acres) 
assumed increase increase in 

in yield, production on 
1968- 1980 unchanged acreage 

NIL NIL 
12% 1.6 
20% 2.7 
40% 5.4 

a 

ANENCLETUS 

of 2 million acres would be required from the "per- 
manent grass" category. 

Table 2: Agricultural Land in the United Kingdom 
(excluding rough grazings) 

Million acres 
1968 1971 

cereals 9.4 9.4 
other tillage (a) 3 .O 2.7 
temporary grass (b) 5.9 5.7 
permanent grass 12.2 12.1 
all crops and grass 30.4 30.0 

(a) includes potatoes, sugar beet, fodder crops, vege- 
tables, fruit and bare fallow; 

(b) grass grown as part of a crop rotation. 

Most of the 12.1 million acres of permanent grass 
(grass on land not under rotation) is not likely to 
have been ploughed since the "plough up" campaign 
of the 1939-45 war, and a considerable part will 
not have been ploughed for a very long time, if at  
all. Even at the height of the plough-up campaign 
the area of permanent grass only fell to 11.8 million 
acres. I t  can therefore be expected that many of the 
undisturbed archaeoolgical sites in the U.K. lie be- 
neath this 12 million acres of permanent grass, very 

further increase extra acreage 
needed in needed to supply 
production this increase 

9.4 6.6 
7.8 4.9 
6.7 3.9 
4.0 2.0 

Under Britton's "most likely" yield assumption, 
an extra 5 million acres of cereals would be needed 
by 1980. Where could it come from? Table 2 shows 
the current uses of agricultural land in the U.K. It 
would seem unlikely that more than 1 million acres 
could be taken from "other tillage," or more than 
;two million acres from "temporary grass" (represent- 
ing about 35% of each category), so that the balance 

little of which can have been subjected to modern 
ploughing methods. 

There is little scope for an expansion of cereals 
at the expense of grass in the eastern counties, where 
the percentage of agricultural land as tillage is al- 
ready very high, and geographical and climatic fac- 
tors limit the expansion of cereals in the north and 
west of England, and in Scotland, Wales and North- 

1 T. Josling and D. Lucey The Market for Agricultural 2 D. K.  Bsitton Cereals in the United Kingdom (1969) 49. 
Goods in an enlarged European Community (1971). 
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