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Fig .  3. P l a n  showing t h e  ex tent  of t h e  archaeological w o r k  a t  P u t n e y  over  t h e  last  t w o  years. T h e  biggest con- 
cent ra t ion  of R o m a n  mater ia l  and fea tures  occurs i n  t h e  m a i n  a r e a  of excavat ion ( M ) ;  a t  a n u m b e r  of other  
sites (P) there  has only been a v e r y  t h i n  pottery scatter ,  wh i le  o n  others ( E )  no R o m a n  mater ia l  has been f o u n d ;  
t w o  chance f inds of coins a re  shown (C). T h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  crossing point at Brewhouse S t ree t  is shown ( b ) .  

alongside. The general indication is that the build- 
ings were rectangular. 

Nature of the Settlement 

Bones of ox, horse, sheep and pig give an indica- 
tion of the animals husbanded by the settlement; in 
addition, red deer antler suggests hunting. Although 
there is no direct evidence, it would be fair to 
assume that there was cereal growing. The ubiqui- 
tous oyster shell also occurs and there has been one 
loom weight. 

.4 pit containing over a hundredweight of iron ore 
slag indicates on-site processing and therefore pre- 
sumably a degree of self-sufficiency for the settle- 
ment. The source of the ore presents a problem. 
There is local bog ore but the concentrations dis- 

covered to date do not contain a high enough pro- 
portion of iron to be productive. 

The main concentration of Roman material 
fou.nd so far lies close to the river to the west of Put- 
ney High Street (apart from one coin, nothing 
Roman has been discovered to the east). Three other 
sites between the concentration and the east-west 
road have produced a thin scatter of Roman pot- 
tery - spreading muck from middens on to arable 
land? To the west two sites which have been exten- 
sively dug, have not produced any Roman material 
whatever (see map). If the muck-spreading theory 
is accepted, then this area may have been pasture 
land-there was once a small stream running past 
the two sites. 

There is no room to list or discuss the pottery and 
small finds but let it suffice that they include the 



usual sort of range to be found on a Romano-British 
site. In all, four cremation burials are known from 
Putney. 

The evidence suggests that Putney was farmed by 
either tenant farmers or small holders. However, 
over this statement hangs the query posed by the 
mosaic fragment-was there a villa 'on the hill'? 
Surplus agricultural produce (and fish)? was presum- 
ably marketed in Imdinium, some eight miles away. 

The End 
Three coins date to the 370's and a fourth appears 

to be one of Arcadius (A.D. 395-408); some ribbed 
pottery supports the latter. There is certainly no 
known fact why the Putney settlement should not 
have continued into the 5th century, although at pre- 
sent the evidence for beyond A.D.370 must be 
regarded as fragile. 

It  is quite possible that occupation at Putney (and 
elsewhere in inner London) continued much longer. 
A group of pewter ingots found in the Thames on 
the WandsworthIBattersea borders1° have been 
linked with Syagriusll, self-styled governor of north 
Gaul until killed .by Clovis, King of the Franks, in 
A.D.484. Evidence is now accomulating to confirm 
that a sub-Roman occupation of Londinium with 
some pretensions of civilisation continued to the end 
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of the 5th century, i.e. into Arthurian times. If this 
should be so, then an economic hinterland of which 
Putney should logically form a part, would be 
needed to support the city. The ingots suggest a boat 
or wagon load coming to grief while proceeding to 
some unltnown destination upstream in the third 
quarter of the 5th century. 

Summary 
A Ron~ano-British settlement existed at Putney 

from the middle or late 1st century to the third or 
fourth quarter of the 4th century, possibly longer. 
The settlement's economy was based on mixed farm- 
ing by tenants or small holders, although the pos- 
sibility of a villa cannot yet be discarded. Although 
the settlement had good communications, there is 
a degree of self-sufficiency. 

The importance of the Putney settlement lies not 
so much in itsell, but in the logical implication that 
it was only one out of dozens in the area supplying 
the needs of Londinium. The number of facts are 
equalled by the number of questions and it is there- 
fore important that archaeological work at Putney, 
most of it being rescue excavation, should continue 
for at least another decade. 

Work is fairly well advanced on preparing mat- 
crial for publication but no final step in this direc- 
tion can be taken until the last stage of the redeve- 
lopment area by the river is completed next year. 
Publication is expected to take place in the Tra1n- 
sactims of the London and Middlesex Archaeolo- 
gical Society. A number of interim reports and notes 
have appeared in the Wandsworth Historical 
Society's Newsletter and the Wandsworth Historian. 
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