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IN 1886 JOHN E. PRICE published a book on the 
hislory of the Guildhall, a chapter of which was 
devoted to the antiquities of London. A small draw- 
ing of a globular jug decorated with shields was in- 
cluded (Fig. 1 no. 2a) which was identified as "the 
arms of the ancient family of the De Clares, earls 
of Glo~cester".~ More recently, another globular jug 
(Fig. 1 no. 3) was published by Bernard Rackham 
showing the same coat of arms.2 'A straight-sided 
jug, as yet unpublished (Fig. 1 no. 1) depicts these 
arms, and several fragments of another jug are also 
known. All these jugs are in a smooth white fabric 
with embossed decoration showing finger marks on 
the inside of the hollow of the boss. They have 
spigot holes for the handles, which differ for each 
jug, as do the bases. Evidence of inverted firing in 
a kiln is well represented by No. 2. These four jugs 
were found within the medieval City boundary, and 
their exact locations are scantily recorded. (Fig. 2). 

THE JUGS 

No. 1. Tall jug "found in a well on the site of the palace 
of the Bishops of Ely, Holborn". Complete with lip and 
s trap handle stabbed in several places along its length 
with two lobes at junction with rim. The exterior is 
decorated with a cordon just below rim with four sets 
of three pear-shaped thumb marks around rim of base. 
Two rows of stamped shields, three in the upper ro'w 
and fosur in the lower. Thick dark green glaze with 
brown flecks just under rim which becomes sparse a s  
it  reaches the lower row of shields and finishes 5 cm. 
short of the base. Liquid capacity 4.6 litres (1  gallon). 
(Victoria & Albert Museum no. 596 - 1906). 
No. 2. Globular jug discovered "in excavations opposite 
Northumberland Alley, Fenchurch Street." Rim and 
upper part of sltrap handle, now missing (illustrated 
originally with complete handle and part of rim No. 2a). 
The base of handle surviving shows internally two 
spigot holes, one above the other. Continuous lightly 
thumbed rim of base. The exterior is decorated with 
girth grooves and a cordon a t  shoulder. Two rows of 

1. J. E. Price, A Descriptive Account of the Guildhall o f  
the City o f  London (1886) 250. 

stamped shields, four in the upper row and five in the 
lower. Thick dark olive-green glaze with vertical brown 
flecks covers the exterior, finishing 2 cm. short of the 
base. Underneath base a coating of mottled glaze with 
rim scar and glaze-free shadow of another pot of 9 cm. 
diameter showing. (Guildhall Museum no. M. IX 51). 
No. 3. Globular jug found in Trinity Court, Aldersgate 
Street. Rim missing. Straight neck shows three raised 
bands with a fourth just above girth. A rod handle with 
pair of lobes a t  junction with missing rim, continuous 
stabbing and slashed decoration down length of handle. 
The base flares outwards into six >lobed feet with concave 
base. Two rows o'f stamped decoration, the upper show- 
ing three shields alternating with three fleur-de-lys, the 
lower showing four possible debased scallop shells. 
Exterior covered with green glaze starting just below 
neck and finishing 9 cm. short of the base. (OM M.IX 
46). 

Fragments (not illustrated) from 35, Fenchurch 
Street, surface finds by workmen in 1926. Two body 
fragments of glotbular jug. One piece shows lower half 
of shield chevron and the other a fleur-de-lys identical 
to  above (No. 3) ,  but slight indention on right-hand side 
indicated by two vertical lines possibly means that  the 
fleur-de-lys was enclosed in a shielld. Exterior covered in 
thick, clear, olive-green mottled glaze. (GM 1942.96 & 
16229). 

The identification of the arms as De Clare is a 
valid one and the most obvious. Originally John E. 
Price, and later Bernard Rackham suggested that 
the jugs were in the possession of De Clare, but did 
not substantiate these claims further. Certain points 
should, however, be now considered. To reappraise 
the heraldic significance of these armorial jugs; the 
stamps used on them are all comparable with heraldic 
blazonry. The shield is a primitive armorial bearing 
or ordinary of three chevrons or chevronels without 
showing the tinctures (tricked), which means that it 
can be used by other personages if they employ 
different colours. The De Clare arms are: or, three 

2. B. Rackham, Medieval English Pottery (1948) Revised 
edition (forthcoming). 



Fig. 1. Three of the jugs discussed in the article ($1 2a is after a 19th century drawing. 
o f  jug 2. 

chevrons gules. The other owners of the same ordi- William Baud of Hertford, gules, tlzree clzevrons 
nary are located in counties around London, with argent.3 
only one in central London. This can be seen to Sir John Ashpoll of Essex, sable, three chevrons 
cover a wide area, as follows: 

3. V. C. H.  Hertford 3 360. 4. College of Arms MS. M.10 fo. 78b) painted 1470. 



Sir Thomas Lewgenore of Sussex, azure, three 
chevrons argent.5 

Bishop John Langton of Chichester, argent, three 
ctievrons g ~ l e s . ~  

Sir Walter Manny of London, or, three chevrons 

The other blazons are common charges with the 
fleur-de-lys as a bearing of the Bourbon kings of 
France. The other stamp is an escallop or a vannet, 
the former being used as a pilgrim's badge in the 
latter Middle Ages as a sign of St. James the Great 
of Compostella. 

Heraldic evidence therefore does not necessarily 
support the original identification but one point was 
overlooked. This is that the clay used for all four of 
the armorial jugs is identifiable with Surrey white- 
ware. This reduces the probable owners to two, on 
the basis of elimination of counties, namely De Clare, 
who had estates in Surrey, and Manny of London, 
who was the founder of Charterhouse. 

Richard de Clare, Earl of Gloucester, was one of 
the benefactors to Westminster Abbey and his arms 
were placed in the north choir aisle after 1245 when 
Henry I11 started to rebuild and enlarge it. He  played 
an active part in the Barons' War until his death in 
1262. In May 1267 his son, Gilbert, settled in the 
City of London with his army, and the rebels held 
London for two months. A ditch was dug around 
the walls, the Tower was cut off and Southwark was 
f~r t i f ied .~  According to Stow: 

"Some other Burhkennings or Watch Towers there 
were of olde time, in and about the Cittie, all which were 
repayred, yea and others new builded, by Gilbart de 
Clare Earle of Glocester, in the raigne of King Henry 
the third, when the Barons were in Armes, and held the 
Citie against the King, but the Barons being reconciled 
to his fauour in the yeare 1267 hee caused all their 
Burhkenninges, watchtowers, and Bulwarks made and 
repayred by the sayd earle, to be plucked downe, and 
the ditches to be filled vp, so that  nought of them might 
be seene to remaine : and then was this Burhkenning 
amongest the rest ouerthrowne and destroyed: and 
although the ditch neare thereunto, called Hounde ditch 
was stopped vp, yet the streete of long time after was 
called Houndes ditch, and of late time more commonly 
called Barbican." 

In June Henry ITT entered the City and a few days 
later peace was proclaimed, with Gilbert providing 
the financial security to maintain it. Gilbert married 
Joan of Acre, the daughter of Edward I as part of 
a genera! family settlement on 30th April 1290.9 
Their children were Gilbert, Eleanor, Margaret and 
Elizabeth. The father died in 1295 and the earldom 

5. "A Fifteenth Century Roll of Arms," The Ancestor" 
7 (1903) 201. 

6.  V .  C.H. Snssex 3 (1935) 110. 
7. A. R. Wagner, Historic Heraldry o f  Britain (1939) pl. 

viii. 52. 
8. M. Powicke, The Thirteenth Century (O.U.P. 1970) 

21 3-5. 

F i g  2. T h e  t o p  m a p  shows  v a r i o u s  C l a r e  E s t a t e s  i n  
S u r r e y  a n d  t h e  K e n t  ones t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some k i lns ;  
t h e  l o w e r  one re la tes  t h e  jug f i n d  spots t o  m e d i e v a l  

London .  

passed to his son Gilbert. The young Clare and his 
sisters were benefactors to the Greyfriars in the City, 
and according to Stow: 

"Gilbert de Clare, Earle of Glocester, bestowed 20 
great beams out of hls forrest of Tunbridge, and 20 
pound starlings, Lady Helianor le Spencer, Lady Eliza- 
beth de Burgh, sister to Gilbert de Clare, gaue sums of 
money, and so did diuers Citizens . . ." 

In this account Margaret is not described, but it is 
known that she gave E26.13.4d. for the construction 
of an altar, and Eleanor gave £15 for another.I0 In 
1314 young Gilbert de Clare was killed at the 
battle of Bannockburn, leaving no living heirs and a 
widow Matilda, daughter of Richard de Burgh, Earl 
of Ulster. This entailed the break-up of the estates 
by executors, which was deferred by the widowed 
countess feigning pregnancy, and it was not until 
November 1317 that the estates were finally dispersed 
amongst Gilbert's sisters as CO-heiresses." These 
estates are listed below followed by the bracketed 
code which is used on the distribution map of Clare 
property (Fig. 2). 

The list of estates in the Partition of 1317 - 20 gives 
that Hugh dlAudley (husband of Margaret) received in 
Surrey Bletchingley Manor and borough (BL), Camber- 
well (C),  Chipstead (CH), Ockham (OC), Tillingdon 
(TL), Titsey (TY), and in Kent Brasted (BR), Dacherst, 
Edenbridge (EB), Hadlow, Northfrith Forest, Tonbridge 
Castle and borough, and Yalding. 

Hugh Despenser, (husband of Eleanor) recewed in 
Surrey Erildge and Rotherfield Manor and hundred 

Roger d'Amory, (husband of Elizabeth) received in 
Kent Southfrith Forest and West Peckham. 

Other estates in Slurrey were given to the sisters apart  
from those listed above. Margaret received Walton Leigh 
(WL) and Eleanor received Harrowsley (H), Tolworth 
(T), Tooting Bec (TB), Stoke d'Abernon (SA), Farley 
(F), Malden (M),  Long Ditton (ID), Norbury (NI. They 
also shared Walton on the Hill (WH), Tandridge (TR),  
West Betchworth (WB) and Warlingham (W) in the 
Honour of Clare. 

Absence of a code in the above list indicates that  the 
manor involved is too fa r  afield to be included on the 
distribution map. 

Evidence for a property in the City of London is 
not very substantial, although there is a mention in 
1356 of a "tenement late of the Earl of Gloucester" 
in the Parish of St. Vedast in the ward of Farring- 
don.12 

Walter de Manny (1310-1 37l/2), a relative of 
William, Count of Hainault, in France, came to this 
country in 1327 when he accompanied the Count 

Ibid. 268. 
A. R. Martin, Franciscan Architecture in England 
(1937) 180. 
Public Record Office C.4719123-5. 
R. R. Sharpe, ed., Calendar of Letter Books, A-L of 
the City o f  London c. 1275-1497 (1899-1912); Letter 
Book G Fo. 50. 





and his daughter, Philippa, who was to marry Ed- 
ward III. One source gives his position as carver 
to Queen Philippa.13 Manny became a distinguished 
soldier and later spent a great deal of his time on 
the Continent, either fighting or engaged in dip- 
lomatic duties. 

In 1349, with the Black Death rife in England, 
Manny leased 13 acres and a rood of ground belong- 
ing to St. Bartholomew's Hospital to be used as a 
burial ground for plague victims, with rent payable 
to St. Bartholomew's. The land was consecrated by 
the Bishop of London and a chapel was built. After 
the flood of plague victims had subsided the grave- 
yard was used for the burial of poor people and 
travellers. In order to avoid contention with parsons, 
some kind of ruling was made, whereby bodies 
should be taken to the church where 'they were 
parishioners, or in whose parish they died, for the 
funeral, and afterwards conveyed to their burial 
place. There is a margin note here in Stow's account 
"Bull of Pope Clement."14 

From a record in the Calendar of Close Rolls it 
s e m s  that in 1351 Manny received a moiety of a 
tenement in the ward of Vintry and parish of St. 
Thomas the Apostle between the tenements of Alan 
atte Mounte of Stanes and Simon de Brounesford. 
The tenement was formerly owned by William 
Galeys, and it could be this tenement which is re- 
ferred to in Letter Book F. The passage reads 
"Quitclaim by Henry, son of Robert la Callere, late 
mercer, to William Galeys, servant of Queen Isabella, 
of a certain annual quitrent issuing from a tenement 
in Cordwanerstrete in the parish of St. Thomas the 
Apostle, and situate near the tenements of Simon de 
Brunnesford, John de Grantham, and Robert Mis- 
soke . . . "(1347). 

Later, the Bishop of London, Michael Northburgh 
(1355-61) approached Manny and suggested that they 
should found a house of Carthusian monks on the 
burial-ground which Manny had established in 
1349.15 This foundation became the London Charter- 
house. 

The date of the conveyance, which shows Manny's 
arms on the pendant seal, was November 15th, 1370, 
and that year the first superior was appointed. 
Manny died in 1371172, and he was buried at the 
foot of the steps of the High Altar. The brick-lined 
tomb was rediscovered in 1947 and the leaden coffin 
opened. Amongst his remains was a leaden bulla of 
Pope Ckment V1 (1342-52). It  has been stated that 
this was a licence to sclect a confessor for the pur- 
pose of a deathbed absolution, and was given to him 
13. M McKisack. Thc Fourteenth Century (O.U.P. 

1959) 269. 

14. J. Stow, A S ~ ~ r v e y  o f  London (ICingsford Edition 1971). 
15. D. Knowles & W. F. Grimes (1954), Charterhouse, the 

in 1351. bzt Stow's margin implies a different pur- 
pose. It  is interesting to note that Edward 111 re- 
peatedly forbade the importation of Papal Bulls into 
this country during the relevant period, and that 
searches were made for them, e.g. December 
1370.16 

Early in this century a fragment of the canopy was 
a tomb was found in the wall of the Keeper's lodge at 
Charterhouse, bearing the Manny coat of arms with 
the correct tinctures. In the Dunstalble Roll Manny's 
arms are described thus: "Walter de Manny porte 
d'or ove trois cheverons de sable ove un leopard d'or 
en le cheveron." This leopard is not shown on the 
tomb fragment or his personal seal, and is not men- 
tioned in the Antiquaries Roll. 

In comparison with Surrey whiteware, these 
armorial jugs seem to be similar in fabric to wasters 
found at Eden St. kiln, Farnborough kilns and remi- 
niscent of Cheam kilns. The shapes of the jugs are 
not the same, although there are considerable simi- 
larities with the Eden St. kiln wasters.17 The method 
of forming the base of No. 3 into lobed feet is 
very reminiscent of a waster found at Earlswood 
Common, Reigate but the clay used is different.18 
In studying the technique of embossed decoration 
used in the armorial jugs it is found to be identical 
to the Eden St. wasters but the stamps differ. The 
flcur-de-lys and escallop motifs on jug No. 3 and 
the fragments are shown embossed on other globular 
jugs in Surrey whiteware found in London now in 
the Guildhall Museum (M.JX.108). The example 
from 130 Cheapside (1937.129; 14,446) shows 
escallops as vannets with fleur-de-lys. Fragments 
found in Eastcheap show a fleur-de-lys and a six- 
pointed fern leaf but not sufficient remains to show 
an escallop. This fern leaf motif has also been found 
at Eden St. Comparing the stamps on the armorial 
jugs for peculiarities, No. 1, No. 3 and the fragments 
all show the same stamp for the shield, and on the 
right a characteristic depression. The jug No. 2 
seems to be the odd one out, showing a more neatly 
cut stamp which is also smaller. This may be the 
indication of there being at least two potters pro- 
ducing the same motif on their jugs. The shape also 
common in London is jug no. 1, which can be com- 
pared with a debased type in red fabric covered with 
slip and a clear green mottled glaze, of which 
examples can be seen in the Guildhall Museum. 
(CIM.M.IX.96 and 23057). 

The date of these armorial jugs can at present only 
be indicated by a well deposit found at the Bank of 

A4edieval Foundation in the Light o f  Recent Dis- 
coveries. 6-8. 

16. Letter Book F, 93, 209n. Letter Book G, 182, 272. 
17. Medieval Archaeol. 13 (1969) 286. 
18. W. Nooper, Srlrrey Arehaeol. Coll. 37 pt. 2 (1927) 245. 



England, where a jug similar in type to No. 1 in a 
sandy white ware was provisionally dated to the 
early 14th century.lg The problem of a date for the 
jugs must be solved archaeologically by finding 
examples on Clare or Manny estates, which will 
narrow the date range to the death of either in- 
dividual, neither of them leaving male heirs, although 
Manny had a daughter who married. The dating of 
the jugs on the death of the owners would be 1314- 
20 and 1372 as a past quem for the production of 
these armorial jugs. 

To form a conclusion on these jugs must be to 
hnd the kiln or, as suggested above, to find more 
jugs on Clare or Manny estates. On assessing the 
jugs as Surrey products the present evidence seems 
to indicate potters in production in the Kingston- 
upon-Thames area, as the Eden St. kiln must be only 
one of a colony. In the distribution of Clare estates 
in this area (Fig. 2) shows three which are between 
the Eden St. and Cheam kiln sites. These are Long 
Ditton, Tolworth and Malden, and they are all 
within two miles of the kilns at their nearest points. 
The area has other favourable features which are 
close proximity to the River Thames and the Win- 
chester Road from London, which is shown on 
Gough's map of England (c.1350). The other kiln 
sites seem not to have much in common with the 

19. G. C. Dunning, "A Fourteenth-Century Well at the 
Bank of England," The Antiquaries Journal (1937) 
415-418. 

armorial jugs in technique or in fabric and it is 
disturbing to think that the estate at Titsey is the 
closest to the Limpsfield kilns but there are no 
wasters showing the same characteristics as the 
armorial jugs.20 

In medieval London there seems to be no clear 
pattern of distribution of the armorial jugs, although 
Nos. 1 and 3 were found in easy walking distance 
of Charterhouse, Greyfriars and tenements belonging 
to Clare and Manny, which is the only link they have 
with their possible owners. The other answer to the 
problem which must be considered controversial, is 
that they were discarded in 1267 when Gilbert de 
Clare held London. Whatever the solution, these four 
surviving armorial jugs can only be a minute per- 
centage of 'the wares the forgotten potters produced. 
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Local Societies 
Various amendment to the list published in No. 15 

are noted below: 

Beddington, Carsha l ton  a n d  Wal l ington  Arch.  Soc; Sec. 
Xiss H. K. B. Clarke, 18A Upper Green Street, 
Mitcham, Surrey. 

Bexley A n t i q u a r i a n  Soc.; Sec. Miss K. M. Roome, 26 
Bradbourne Road, Bexley, Kent. 

Brock ley  Hill E x c a v a t i o n  & Fie ld -Work  Group; Sec. S. 
A. Castle, 31 Micklefield Way, Borehamwood, Herts. 

Bourne  Soc.; Sec. Miss D. C. Tutt,  16 Warren Park,  
Warlingham, CR3 9LD. 

Crayford  M a n o r  House H is t .  & Arch .  Soc.; Sec. Mrs. J. 
Anderson, 28 Camden Road, Bexley, Kent. 

K e n t  Arch .  Soc.; Sec. A. C. Harrison, Prings Cottage, 
Pilgrims' Way, Upper Halling, Rochester, Kent. 

Keston F ie ld  C lub;  now defunct. 
L e w i s h a m  Loca l  H is t .  Soc.; Secs. Miss I. Dyer and F. 

Wyler, Manor House, Old Road, S.E.13. 
Lockleys Arch .  Soc.; Sec. D. W. Hills, 63 Daniells, 63 

Daniells, Welwyn Garden City, Herts. 
London N a t .  H is t .  Soc. (Arch.  Section); Sec. J. B. Cress- 

well, 142 Harborough Road, S.W.16. 2XW. 
Orpington  Hist .  Soc.; Sec. Miss G. Hogganth, 12 South- 

lands Ave., Orpington, Kent. 

Current Excavations 
F u l h a m ,  by Fulham and Hammersmith Historical 
Society. Excavation of Fullham Pottery under the direc- 
tion of V. R. Christophers. Experienced diggers required 
to excavate and record key areas; also to survey, record 
architectural detail and work on processing. (see 
the London Archaeologist No. 11). Inquiries (to V. R. 
Christopher, c/o 10 Church Gate, Fulham, S.W.1. 

Battersea,  by Wandsworth Historical Society. Excava- 
tiontion of a site in Battersea square under the direc- 
tion of Stan Warren. The site is in  the centure of the 
Battersea and it  is hoped to learn something of its 
early history. Weekends-inquiries to 10 Dungarven 
Avenue, S.W.15. (876 3596). 

Mucking ,  by the Department of the Environment. 
Ranges from a witch of the Bronze Age to Saxon huts. 
Excavation takes place seven days a week. Inquiries to 
Excavation Supervisor, Mucking Excavations, Stanfond- 
le-Hope, Essex. 

Southwark ,  by Southwark Archaeological Excavation 
Committee. Several sites from the Roman period on- 
wards. Inquiries to Harvey Sheldon, S.A.E.C., Montague 
Chambers, Montague Close, S.E. 
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