
Commentary 
By GROMATICUS 

C.B.A. GROUP 10 
FOR MANY YEARS after the collapse of Group 
10, the three constitutent county organisations (for 
Essex, Hertfordshire and London & Middlesex) 
were unwilling to reform the Group on conven- 
tional lines. As a result, the area was not repre- 
sented on the Executive Committee of the Council 
for British Archaeology, nor were its activities 
included in the C.B.A. Annual Report. On the 
other hand the lack of a Group does not seem to 
have inhibited in any way the expansion of inter- 
est and activities in the three sub-areas. Indeed, the 
endeavours of the various societies seem to have 
flourished magnificently! 

The main objection to reforming Group 10 was 
that suitable manpower, already in short supply, 
would he diverted from essential jobs (e.g. officer- 
ship of societies and rescue excavation) to the 
administration of 'yet another organisation'. In 
addition the Group would also require suitable 
finance. C.B.A. remained determined that an ortho- 
dox group should be reformed. 

However, in the end a compromise was arrived 
at whereby four representatives from the three 
county organisations would meet once a year to 
select by county rotation one of their number to 
serve on the C.B.A. Executive Committee and to 
prepare the material for the C.B.A. Annud Re- 
port. The C.B.A. Executive accepted this proposal 
"with great unwillingness" and wbject to review in 
1972. 

GENERAL REORGANISATION 
At the A.G.M. of Group 10 last November at 

which the Honorary Secretary and the Secretary 
of C.B.A. attended, it was agreed that the present 
arrangements for the Group should continue pend- 
ing a comprehensive review of all Groups by the 
Council. Behind this decision lies the reorganisa- 
tion of local government boundaries in 1974 which 

will of course rend apart the majority of the pres- 
ent Groups. 

In theory Greater London is the only local 
government area whose boundaries are not going 
to alter, but in fact even here there are bound to 
be some peripheral changes. However, it has al- 
ready been suggested that the X million people of 
Greater London should have their own group. At 
first sight this proposal seems attractive but it 
would mean that four county societies would have 
a finger in the pie-Essex, Kent, London & Middle- 
sex and Surrey; at present Kent and Surrey form 
Group 11A (and Sussex 11B). 

Whether county societies as a whole will con- 
tinue to cover their present areas or will reform 
themselves is a matter for debate. There will be 
obvious difficulties-for example, where a county 
society has organised a series of excavations in a 
particular town and published them in its annual 
transactions, what will happen when that town is 
transferred to another local government authority. 

DISCUSSION ESSENTIAL 
In the south-east of Britain the concentration of 

a very large part of the population has also pro- 
duced a large number of local societies which seem 
to require a co-ordinating body lower down the 
organisational pyramid than elsewhere. Perhaps the 
six county organisations of Groups 10, 11A and 
11B could be left to get on with the job in their 
own individual ways which all seem successful at 
the present, no matter what decision is arrived at 
for the rest bf the country. A light harness of an 
organisation similar to the present Group 10 one, 
could be superimposed to allow for suitable repre- 
sentation. After all the success of any organisation 
invariably only comes about when a limited amount 
of 'exceptions to the rule' are allowed. 

Whatever s~lnt ion evolves, it is essential that 
the whole matter be very well discussed before 
decisions are made-r&aders may like to state their 
views! 

l WDEX 1 SUBSCRIPTIONS RERBWALS 
The Subscriptions Secretary wishes to acknow- 

ledge with great thanks the increased subscxiptions 
sent in by many readers to make up for the pro- 
posed increase which was cancelled by the 'freeze'. 
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A comprehensive index to Volume I has been 
prepared. I t  will be sent to subscribers with the 
Spring issue. 


