
Londinium by Peter Marsden.Ginn & Co. Ltd. 40p. 
Wallet of 6 X 35 mm colour slides with commen- 
tary. f 1.36. 
AN EXCELLENT introduction to Roman London 
is provided by this 48 page booklet. The copious 
drawings, maps and photographs bring Roman 
London to life as few other works have succeeded 
in doing. 

The set of slides available are well produced and 
add colour, although perhaps they could have been 
a better choice of subject. The literary style is pleas- 
antly readable but in places one feels that the author 
appears to be writing for very young children. Not- 
w~thstanding this, as an introductory work, particu- 
larly for the non-archaeologist, it can have fcw 
betters, surely none at this price. 

GALE CANVIN 

London Street Names. By Gillian Be'bhington. 
367pp., 10 pls., maps, tables. Batsjurd £4.50. 
THIS BOlOlK fulfils a very real need. Although some 
of the information it contains was already accessihlc 
in printed sources, Mrs. BdNbington has rendered 
a considera'hle servioe to all who are concerned with 
the history and topography of London by collecting 
this material, together mith the fruits of extensivs 
research, in a single volume. However, anyone in- 
terested in north-east, east o r  south Lond'on will be 
disappointed, since the book covers central, west 
and north-west London with only a timid venture 
into Bermondsey, Southwark and the northern tip 
of Lamlheth. While there ds some historical justi- 
fication for the decision to include only the earliest 
sdburban growth smCh of t'he Thames, the exclusion 
of the East End cannot be justified on these grounds. 

After a short introduction on the growth of Lon- 
don as reflected in its street names, the body of the 
hook cons:ists of an alphabetical sequence of entries 
which convey information both clearly and readably. 
The au~thor has dealt wiflh goups  of related street 
names by providing a full account of their origin 
under one name with references to it from the 
others. A pleasing feature is the series of family 
trees of great estate-owning families like Russells 
and Harleys which demonstrate the origin of many 
names very concisely. In m~ost entries the source 
of information is indicated by a reference to a list 
of over 300 publications and archives used by the 
author; in some instances slhe admits candidly thxt 
the origin of a street name is unknown, or makes 
an intelligent guess. In the case of Carnaby Street 

it seems surprising that no suggestion is made of a 
poss~ible link with Carnahy in Yorkshire; it is also 
surely more likely that Downshire Hill in Hamp- 
stead was named in honour of the family of the 
Earls of Downshire than that it was built by a native 
of County Down. However, every user of shis hook 
will find names and derivations w'hich stimulate him 
to further research. A really useful addition at the 
end is the series of eight maps showing the location 
and exlent of the principal London estates. Mention 
should also be made of the very attractive cover 
design, based on an early map of London. Anyone 
who is huildinz a librarv of London historv and , ~~~~ 

topography shoild aim tdacquire this bo&. 
JOHN F. C. PHILLIPS. 

Field Archaeology in Britain by John Coles. 288 
pages, 80 ill. M e t h e n  £3.50. University Paperbacks 
£1.75. 
THE P'UBLICATION of this work is an important 
milesfone in archaeological li'terature, for it gathers 
between two covers the sort of information which 
is normally spread among a numlber of specialist 
tex''hooks. Although John Coles is basically a pre- 
historic archaeolo& and most of the examples 
given in the book relzte to the prdhistoric period, 
the basic techniques and principles apply equally to 
most types of archaeological site. 

In the preface t o  this admirable hook, John Odes 
states that it is not aimed at the professional who 
directs, hut at the ama'tenr who assists and attempts 
to understand. However, both could learn from me 
sanity of technique and claritty of style in which the 
book is written. The book is divided into six sections, 
each dealing with a particular aspect of the prac- 
tice of archaeology; the technique, discovery of the 
evidence, recording of sites, excavation, understand- 
ing the evidence and the organisation of prehistoric 
archaeology in Britain. The dhapter on the discovery ' 
of the evidence contain's an explanat?on of the uses 
of aerial photography and modern electromagnetic 
and rasistivity meters as well as the more traditional 
techniques of field waking and augering. Similarly 
the recording, of sites includes succinct descriptions 
of the techniques of plane table survey- 
ing and levelling, presented in an extremely 
readable fashion. There is a discussion on 
the suitability of the various methods of ex- 
cavation and a brief introduction to conserva- 
tion in the field. Also included in most sections are 
lists of necessary tools with approximate prices. 
With tlhe development of rescue excavatian in this 



country, I feel that a chapter on the processing of fault, the book is well worth the papeiback price 
finds m the field would have been an advantage of £1.75 and is a mugt for all serious students of 
fior alvhough ?his is an unhappy &ate of afEairs it field archaeology. 
would seem to be inevitable. Despite this minor DAVID A. BRINKLOW 

Letters 
The end of Volume 1 research into new remainders. I purchased the last 

YOU ARE TO BE congratulated on the first four COPY of Professor Grimes' book The Excavation of 
years of the London Arch~ueologist. I am a local Roman and Mediaeval London from B.S.C. Book- 
historian by hobby: I have never taken part in shop in Maiden Lane 24 hours after reading No. 16. . archaeological activities but I like to know ,,,hat is You should go round and ask for commission! 
going on in the sister activity in London and I find 14 Lancaster Road, TOM LEWIS 
the magazine most useful for this. Edmonton, 

May I suggest that John Ashdown continues his NI8 IHF' 
L 

Heraldic Jug 
JAMES AND DOROTHY THORN 

HARVEY SHELDON HAS kindy permitted us to make 
a note on his recent find in a provisionally dated 14th 
century well group from excavations at 207-11 Borough 
High Street, Southwark. This "face-on-front" jug shows 
stamped decoration of a leaf(?) and a shield of three 
chevrons, of which the ldter is inferior and differs from 
those used on the previous published jugs (London 
Archaeologid 16). These face jugs have been found clse- 
where in London and are mainly in Surrey white fabric a s  
%hove hut vary considerably in size as well as in quality. 
The masks in some cover a parrot beak spout or are 
placed a n  the jug neck below or partly projecting above 
the rim. which is heightened at that paint by an 
addtional spur of clay. 

The new find shows a scar on the spout rim, pos- 
sibly indicating a spur of clay here, which may have 
formed a headress; as can be seen in the included sketch 
of an unstratified jug from 130 Cheapside (GM 1937. 
134: 14, 448), which also shows this spur technique. There 
are various positions for  the hands on these face jugs: 
they can be clasped to the chest, clutching the chin or 
beard or  just resting on the stomach. The brooch motif 
is represented on a small face jug found at the Old 
Bailey. The arms of three chevrons occur on other items 
not previously mentioned, such as medieval floor tiles 
made by the Westminster Tiler Group and Chilton fac- 
tories. It is also shown on a baselard Found at London 
Wall (LM Med. Cat. I11 Fig. 10) and is also known on 
steel yard weights (ibid. plate XXXVIII). In  Camden's 
Britnnnia (1695) he mentions Kingston-upon-Thames as 
"once famous for the castle of the Clares Earles of 
Glocester" whisk possibly near to the Eden St. kiln. 


