
over the age of 50 years and represents an ageing 
orocess in the cartilaeinous matrix: 

(b) ihe presence of mGked wear and tear osteo- 
arthritis in the thoracic spine (T10 and T11) with 
fusion of two vertebrae by bony outgrowths; 

(c) disappearance of most of the saggital suture of 
the skull. Althoueh noted bv Kroman  to be a 
variable feature, if puts the &e at &er 50 years. 1 

A well healed spiral fracture of the left tibia and 
fibula was found (fig. 5) which is the type of injury 
that probably resulted from a twisting force applied 
to the left foot rather than and direct violence to the 
shin. The position of bones (ahgnment of the two 
broken parts of the bones) was very good and re- 
sulted probably from a splint being used to stabilise 
the bone fragments after the injury - it was no1 
possible to say at what age the fracture was incurred. 
The bones of the lower part of the left leg were 
shortened bv 2cm. as a result of this fracture and 
might well tkve caused him to limp. 1 

There was a very considerable amount of dental I 
caries on the non occlusal surface of the teeth F%. 6. L o w e r  jaw belonging to skeleton 2 showing 

evidence of  a dental absoesr which had burst through. 
at least five cavities were seen. A periapical abcess (photo: John Earp) 
had formed in this reeion of the rieht lower vremolar 
and had ruptured oilwards thrGgh the handible 
(fig. 6) and probably through the skin covering the 
lower jaw as a persistent discharging sinus; this 
would certainly have been a painful and miserable 
affliction. The wear on the occlusal surface of the 
teeth was very marked even for Romano-British. 
This probably denotes: 
(a) a tough fibrous diet; 
(b) an age of over 50 years. 

Lateral profile of the skull presented a fairly low 
forehead and also an occipital bun which was noted 
by Warwick6 as being a feature of many of the 
Romano-British skeletons found at the T~entholme 
cemetery, York. As in skeleton 1 the deltoid mark- 
ings on the upper forearm bones (humeri) were 
exceplionally pronounced particularly on the right 
6 R. Warwick The Romano-British Cemetery, Tren- 

rhoime Drive, York ('1968). 

side and again denote much heavy lifting during life 
and that this man was right handed. 

The main points of interest therefore that stem 
from the study of these bones are: 

(i) the extensive dental decay found. Romano- 
British teeth in general tended to be very healthy 
and free of caries; this has been related to the tough 
fibrous diet and also the lack of refined sugars; 

(ii) it is tempting again to speculate that, if the 
burial of the male took place about 10 years after 
that of the female in the same coffin, then they 
were husband and wife; 

(iii) the only marker of racial affinity in this find 
is the occipital bun which was seen on skeleton 2. 
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