
Excavation Ro-und-up 1972 
THIS FEATURE is a raund-up of all excavations car- 
ried out in the London area during 1972. I t  shows the 
extent and range of excavations without providing a 
comprehensive report on each site. Further details may 
be obtained fram the organising body (for addresses 
see L.A. 1 no. 15 et seq.). 

The excavations are listed according to the London 
Baraueh or Countv in which the" took olace. Each " 
excavation is followed by the organising body, with the 
name of the director in brackets. W.C. and W.M.C. 
indicate respectively that work continues or work may 
continue. 

The assistance of all the directors and others who 
supplied the material fram which this list was pra- 
duced, is gratefully acknowledged. The editor would 
be grateful to hear of any omissions. 

-. . . 
Aldgate. Guildhall Museum. (H. Chapman). Traces of a 
1st c. Roman timber buildings were found. An early 
imnortant feature was a V-shaoed militarv ditch run- ~~~~ .~~ ~~ ~ 

ning N.E. and hackfilled almost a t  once. 
Blackfriars. G.M. (P. R. V. Marsden). All four sides 
of Baynard's Castle were located with few traces of 
internal structures. On the W. side a 15th c.  dock pro- 
duced many weli-preserved flnds. The Roman river 
front wall was found. 
Bush Lane. G.M. (T. Johnson). Beam slots of 
early Roman buildings were found underlying further 
remains of the governor's palace. 
Milk Street. City of London Arch. Soc. & G.M. (N. 
Farrant). Main features were two medieval cess pits 
and one chalk cellar, later reused as a cess pit; Roman 
gravel surfaces suggested an  N/S road intersected by 
another angling N.W., perhaps to the S. gate of thc 
Cripplegate Fort. 

BARNET 
Brockley Hill. Brockley Hill Excavation and Field- 
Work Group IS. A. Castle). Site A-part of a pottery 
kiln and a clay pit, the latter containing a sestertiue 
of Vespasian, Samian ware and large quantities of 
waste pottery of c. A.D. 65-100. Site B-a pit contain- 
ing mid-1st c. coarse pottery, apparently kiln waste, 
an a s  of Claudius and Samian ware. c. A.D. 50-60. 
Site C-three pottery kilns and large quantities of 
2nd c. coarse pottery wasters, including notably. 
stamped mortaria of Driccius c. A.D. 110-150. (LA. 1122). 
Burroughs Gardens. Hendon and Distrct Arch. Soc. 
(E. Sammes). Footings of a house were found and 
early bricks were recovered. Between the foatings a 
dark layer contained sherds of possible range 12-14th 
c. A series of 19th c. clay pipes from Highgate. Edg- 
ware Road and Grays Inn was found. 

BARKING-No excavations. 
BEXLEY-No exc~vations but some fieldwork. 

BRENT-No excavations. 

BROMLEY 
Fordcroft, Orpington. Bramley Borough Council 
Museum. (S. Palmer). The remains of a very suhstan- 
tial huiiding, probably a villa, were located. The walls 
are nearly 3ft. wide and still stand about 18in. high. 

Large quantities of pottery and building material were 
recovered. 
Lower Warbank, Keaton. Wcst Kent Border Arch. 
Gp. (E.  Mynott). Two series of posthales, dating 
to the Iron Age, forming 4-post structures were ex- 
cavated as  well as  large Iron Age pits containing 
pottery, laomweights, fragments of human skull, an  
iron spearhead and a potin coin. An early Roman 
enclosure ditch and a Later. metalling were also re- 
vealed. 
Holywood, Keston. W.K.B.A.G. (E.  Mynott). Two sites 
have been discovered, one a Roman farm, the other 
B medieval tile kiln which was largely complete with 
two furnaces and measured 19ft. hv 12ft.. ~~~ ~ ~ ~" 
South Norwood Sewage Farm. Croydon Nat. Hist. & 
Scientific Soc., Arch. Sect. (L. Thornhill & R. Savage). 
A double-moated site in Beckenham. Roth moats were ~~ ~ ~~~~~~ ~~~ - ~~~~ -~~ 

sectioned and timbers from the medieval bridecs found .> 

in each in association with medieval pottery from 13th- 
15th c. Abandoned c. 1450 and no later pottery. No 
trace of dwelling in centre of site, nor an  old land 
surface, probahly destroyed when site was levelled and 
moats fllled in mid 19th c. 
CAMDEN-No excavations. 

CROYDON 
Lodge Lane, Addington. Croydon Nat. Hist and Seien- 
tific Sac., Arch. Sect. (L. Thornhill). An occupation 
site from 13th C.-18th C., only partially dug. Flint foot- 
ings of 17th c. structure and much pottery. Evidence 
for four rooms, but three walls continue into unexcava- 
ted ground. (L.A. 1 1). 
Parsons Barn, Old Town. C.N.H. & SS., AS. (R. Sav- 
age). A site on the line of the new ring road section. 
Several chalk and clay floors set within brick. flint 
and chalk block walls of 3-4 phases. Converted to 
tenements in 18th C., before demolition. 
Church Street, Old Town. C.NH. & S.S., AS. (R. Sav- 
age). A site on the line of the new ring road. The 
foundations of the 19th c, demolished house utilised re- 
used blocks of bricks, some forming small arches. A 
series of chalk and crushed greensand floors were 
found, but no datable finds with them. Finds date from 
post-medieval. 
Rectory Grove, Old Town. C N E .  & SS..  AS. (K. Ray). 
A site on the line of the new ring road was much 
disturbed by 19th c, pits. Series of gravel deposits 
fram the river Wandle contained bones. Clay floors 
and robber trenches were found, and a medieval 
EUIIW containing some pottery ran N/S. . . 
EALING 
Northolt. Northolt Excav. Committee. (R. G. Lancans- 
ter).  Excavation of part of the northwest perimeter 
of this moated site uncovered 12th and 13th c. pits, a 
13th c. ditch plus three perimeter walls of c. 1300-1350. 
Ail features were sealed bv a laver of clav due from 
the most. This clay lay& was -in turn sealed by a 
nebble eourtvard delimited by a robbed wall. 

ENFIELD 
Churchfields, Edmonton. Enfleld Arch. Soc. (H. Ran- 
dall). Excavations on allotments produced Roman pot- 
tery and tile fragments. W.C. 



Hadley Waod. Enfield Arch. Gp. (J .  Green]. Trial 
excavations on the remains of a bank and a ditch: a 
start was made a t  the point where these features 
terminated abruptly for no apnarent reason. W.C. . . . . 
GREENWICH 
Middle Park Farmhouse, Middle Park Ave. The Eltham 
Soc. & S.E. London Arch. Gp. (D. T. Jones). The site 
p, ..... pottery, much 16th/17th c. 
notterv. Two nits c. 1600 with remains from fallow deer ~ - -  ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

n c, sour and stirrua. Little strav 
17th c. buzding material. Possibly siie of hunting 
Lodge for Eltham Palace. 
The Village, Charlton. The Charlton Soc., Lewisham 
Nat. Hist. Soc. & S.E. London Arch. Gp. (D. T. Jonesl. 
The site produced pottery 13th-16th C.,  surface of yard 
open to 15th C., hrick house c. 1640 with wood floor 
and large tiled fireplace. Replaced c. 1760 by three cot- 
tages with three more a t  rear c. 1800. Many brick built 
drains and cess-pits 17th/lQth c,, much 18th c. material. 
Woolwich Dockyard. Greenwich Council and D.O.E. 
(T. Courtneyl. Excavations uncovered structures of c. 
1620 inciuding a douhie dock and the footings of a 
pitch house. Saw pits (possibly 16th C. )  and several 
18th c. structures were also located. Finds included 
early 17th c. mica windows, probably from ships' ian- 
terns. W.C. 
HACKNEY 
Stoke Newington Common. Natural Science Founda- 
tion, Washington, U.S.A. (J. Campbell). Excavations 
near a living floor found by W. G. Smith in the late 
19th. c. produced 300 flints including scrapers, waste 
flakes and hand axes belonging to the Acheulian phase 
of the Palaeolithic. 

HAMMERSMITH 
Fulham Pottery. Fulham and Hammersmith Hirt. Soc., 
Aroh. Section. (V. R. Christophersl. Excavations con- 
tinued a t  EUham Pottery. Foundations and deposits 
of ceramic material are from the Y7ti c. and later 
periods, including kiln furniture, saggers and plain 
and decorated wares of Dwight's era. W.C. (L.A. 1 111 
Various sites. F. & H.H.S., Arch. Sect. (D. A. Brink- 
low). Rescue work on several sites has produced some 
varied post-medieval pit-groups but few structural 
remains. WC.  

HARINGEY 
Highgate Waod. (H. Sheldon and A. E. Brown). The 
southern end of ditch One was located some 90' S. of 
the main kiln group hut no evidence relating to pra- 
duction was found. The N. end was not reached: 
instead a further ditch, running from the SAN joined 
the former same 150' N. of the main kiln group. A 
large area to the N.E. of the main kiln group was 
trenched but little evidence of industrial activity ap- 
peared. 
HAVERING 
Near Havering Park. West Essex Arch. GP. (F. R. 
Clarkel. The search for the Roman site continued with 
a series of trenches that located a small pond cantain- 
ing Roman pottery and tile together with a few coins. 
A stone naved vard was investigated but no structure 
found. ~ d i l  samples were taken from the pond and the 
search will continue when work on the M.ll has been 
^nmnln+orl 

London Areh. Field Cp. (A. J .  Laws). N o  trace of the 
Roman Road or settlement were found. However, three 
large cess-pits dated to the mid 18th c oroduced large 
quantities of pottery. 
Brentford High Street (south of). L.M. with W.L.A.F.G. 
(R. A. Canhaml. An area examined proved to be so 
disturbed that only very slight traces of Romano- 
British settlement remained. 
Bedfont. London University. (.I. Alexander). Work on 
site (L.A. 1 no. 13) produced a further Iran Age hut 
circle and evidence for a pattern of Roman field 
boundaries. 
ISLINGTON-No excavations. 

KENSINGTON & CHELSEA-No excavations 

masswe r e t a~mne  walls of the aooroacrh rimn. and two 
dry-arches of the old bridge, d&nolished in-the 1830% 
running from Old Bridge Street to the river hank. 
Finds agree with a 16th c. date known from documen- 
tary sources. 

LAMBETH 
Albert Embankment, Vauxhall. Southwark & Lambeth 
Arch. Soc. and Southwark Arch. Excav. Committee. 
(B. J. Bioice. J. Collins and G. J. Dawson). The site 
of a 17th-19th c, delftware and stoneware pottery fac- 
tory revealed parts of two multiflue stoneware kilns 
and fragments of three others all dateabie to the late 
18th/lQth c. Two large groups of delftware waste mat- 
erial were found, with a third one further north near a 
Late 17th c, delftware factory. (L.A. 1 161. W.C. 

-- . . . . . . . . . . 
Ladywell Sion House. Lewisham Loc. Hist. Sac., & 
Lewisham Nat. Hist. Soc. (K. White). Site recorded 
in 1588 with probable earlier occupation 18th cc.(?) 
house with later modifications. Excavations so f a r  con- 
firm possible date of house about 1770, and the earlier 
occupation shown by a scatter of pat-sherds from 
about 12th c. 
M E R T O N  
The Grange, Morden. Merton Hist. Sac. (E. Montague). 
The Grange probably dates back to the mid-17th c. 
Outbuildings of the 19th c. were uncovered in the 
grounds together with a section of rammed chalk wall- 
ing and a brick built barrel topped drain. Pottery was 
of the 17th and early 18th c. 
London Road, Mitcham. M.H.S. (D. Brooks). Rescue 
work on a building site recovered late 18th c. ceramics, 
glass and clay tobacco pipes. 

NEWHAM-NO excavations. 
REDBRIDGE 
Aldersbrook Manor. West Esswr Arch. Gp. (J. P. Camp). 
Rescue excavation on the line of the Roding Valley 
Trunk Sewer a t  Wanstead, revealed the 17th and 18th 
c. parden and terraced walls of Aldershraok Manor. A 

" 
A 6m stretch investigated revealed a recut ditch and 
quantities of pottery. W.C. 
RICHMOND-No excavations. *" LL.p.b+*u. 

HARROW-No excavations. SOUTHWARK 
Borough High Street. Southwark Arch. Excav. Com. 

HILLINGDON-No excavations. (H. Sheldon). Excavations on the W. part of the site 
HOUNSLOW show that i t  was crossed by a Roman Road, probably 
Brentford High Street. London Museum with West Watling Street. This was running approximately N/S 



and presumably to the N. of the site i t  would join 
Stane Street before approaching the bridge. Marshy 
ground E.  of the road, was consolidated and settled on, 
probably during the later part of the 1st c. AD. W.C. 
Montague Close. Southwark Arch. Excav. Com. & 
Southwark & Lambeth Arch. Soc. (G. J. Dawson). In- 
formation about the structure of the Roman bridge 
approach was uncovered and 5 phases of the medieval 
priory including a large intramural cemetery. Excava- 
tion of seven delftware kilns was completed. WC. 
Winchester Palace. D.O.E. (P. Curnow) Excavations 
connected with restoration of 14th c. south wall west 
gahie and rose window of the great hall revealed 
earlier footings, possibly of 12th c. 

SUTTON-NO excavations. 

T O W E R  H A M L E T S  
Old Fard, various sites. London & Middlesex Arch. Soc. 
(H. E. Sheldon). Sites S. of the Roman road and nearer 
to the ford were examined. Work a t  Maverton Road 
and Autumn Street produced no Roman features, hut 
both sites had been seriously disturhed by gravel work- 
ing. A further site, in Old Ford Road was also extens- 
ively disturbed, and although it yielded some Roman 
pottery, produced no conclusive evidence of settlement. 
Work in Morville Street immediately adjacent to where 
inhumations were found in 1869 produced a ditch pos- 
sibly hounding the group of graves, together with a 

coffin was found. L . .  l no. i 5 ) .  A trench cut in 
Beale Road yielded a second limestone coffin some 
25 metres S.W. of the former burial. (L.A. 2 no. 2). 
The Royal Mint,  Tower Hill. D.O.E. Two trenches pro- 
duced late medieval wall-footings - apparently part 
of the Cistercian abbey of St. Mary Graces, founded by 
Edward III in 1350. The medieval floor-levels were des- 
troyed when the site of the Ahhey passed into private 
hands in 1543. By the end of the 16th c. the buildings 
were in use as  a Fleet Victualling Yard, and during the 
17th c. various modifications and additions were made: 
a t  one point a 17th c. brick wall was found standing 
to a height of 2m. It is hoped that the information 
will enable the abbey buildings to he related to the 
present buildings on the site. 

W A L T H A M  FOREST-No excavations 

W A N D S W O R T H  
Battersea Square. Wandsworth Hist. Soc. (S. E. War- 
ren). Site in centre of old Battersea produced a few 
medieval sherds and various post 16th c. building 
foundations. There was no trace of early settlement. 
Bemish Road, Putney. W.H.S. (P. Greenwood). Finds 
include some sherds of Nealithic ware (Fengate and 
other), flints, a few Iron Age sherds and much Roman 
mtterv and hui ld in~ material. Roman features include 
two ditches and two hearths. 
Gay Street, Putney. W.H.S. (N. Farrant) .  Work along- 
side the builders revealed early Roman ditch system 
and proved earlier gravel 'courtyard' to he a N/S 
road. W.M.C. 

W E S T M I N S T E R  
Arundel House, Aldwych. London 81 Middlesex Arch. 
Soc. (M. J. Hammerson). Palace of Dukes of Norfolk, 
late 16th-late 17th c. Some medieval pottery ( ?  slight 
traces of Roman and possibly Saxon material) in 
levels cut by the palace. Late Tudor cesspit with 

42 

large quantity of pottery and bone. Palace c1ernoiishe:l 
C. 1680; quantity of imparted Kang H'si and Dutch 
Delftware of this period. 6 examples of the Arundel 
Marbles (Classical Greek and Roman) recovered. 

New Palace Yard, Westminster. D.O.E. A deposit of 
riverine silt some 2-3m below the present surface of the 
yard indicates that the Yard itself - and part a t  least 
of Westminster Hall - were established in the 1090s 
on former marshland a t  the north edge of Thorney 
Island, rather than on the eyot itself. The yard has 
remained as  open space throughout its history. though 
temporary structures were raised for Coronations and 
other Royal occasions. The positions of buildings sur- 
rounding the yard in the 17th and 18th c, were re- 
covered and related to the present Palace. In the 
foundation of an 18th c. Coffee House was found one 
of the original carved facing-stones from the late 14th 
c. front of Westminster Hall. 

E S S E X  
Abbey Chapter House, Wal tham Holy Cross. D.O.E. 
(A. B. Havercroft). The foundations were established 
as  22m. by 8.5m. with internal and external hut- 
tresses. Post-dissolution occupation was evident. Inter- 
nally, four badly disturbed abbots' tombs (pre-13001, 
the first floor level and a vestibule were found. Pre- 
chapter house occupation was extensive and burials 
of all periods were discovered. A late 12th c ,  date 
seems acceptable. W.M.C. 

Abbey Forge Site, Wal tham Holy Cross. Waltham 
Abbey Hist. Soc. (P. J. Huggins). A 13th c. flint and 
stone walled three-hay aided forge showed evidence 
of iron, bronze and lead working. An internal well 
was lined with two oak barrels. Underlying occupation 
of the 11th and 12th c. was evidenced hv eullies. nits. . .  , 

post-holes and a double palisade fence with gated 
entrance, with (mainly) shell-tempered pottery. 

Abbey Outer Court, Wal tham Holy  Cross. D.O.E. and 
W.A.H.S. (A. E. S. Musty). Trial excavations revealed 
remains of substantial brick and stone buildings of 
monastic date. with evidence of continued use and 
adaptation after the dissolution. W.M.C, 

SURREY 

E W E L L  
Grave School. Nonsuch Ant. Soc. (F. Pernherton) Meso- 
lithic flintwork and Iron age artifacts were found. A 
Roman boundary ditch was traced. Pits, ditches and 
features are of 2nd and 3rd c. 
Grove Cottage. N.A.S. (F. Pemherton). Excavation 
found the edge of a building C ? )  marked by a row 
of postholes, with 2nd c. pottery, animal hones, etc. 

Kempton Park.  West London Arch. Field Cp. (R. F. 
Shepperd). Trial trenches have heen dug to locate the 
medieval royal manor house. The earliest feature found 
was provisionally late medieval. Extensive remains of 
the 17th c. manor house and its later additions have 
also heen found. W.C. 

STAINES 
High Street. London and Middlesex Arch Soc. (M. 
Rendeil) Remains of timber beams with clay fioors 
and postholes were found. Most of the area excavated 
consisted of laid gravel mixed with iron slag 4in-5in. 
thick resting on a bed of large flints. This feature 
dates to the latter part of the 1st c. A ditch cutting 
the noorthern section is of early 2nd c. Six builders 
trenches within the main road produced unstratified 
1st-3rd c. material. 


