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AOCORDJNG to C. Roach Smith, in 1845 adjoin- 
ing St. 'Matthew's Church, Friday Street, medieval 
"coins of the early Edwards and of Henry I11 were 
found during the excavations together with earthern 
cups and other articles of the same period."' In 
1856 the Bl'itish 'Museum purchased the Roach 
Smith Collection which included a biconical jug 
and bottle (Nos. I and 2) which are labelled with 
a description of 'their location, the latter more 
adeauatelv. stating that thev were "found 12ft. d e e ~  

and 5 QM,IX.266? and 110) and another example 
with a rod handle in the London Museum Collec- 
tion 'No. 6 (A.5115). In 1838 near the extreme 
boundary walls of Trinity College, Oxford, two 
bottles similar in shape to No. 5 and two large 
baluster jugs, one of which contained a coin of 
Henry Il'I were found, but the original description 
is du'bious and lacks detail.6. The bakehouse at 
Clarendon Palace contained examples similar in 

in &iday Street among cialk walls, with i't coik 
of Henry 3 and St. Edward 111."' In Roach Smith's 
catalogue of his Collection published in 1854 the 
jug and bottle are described as being "found at the 
depth of thiI'teen feet, on the north side of Friday 
Street ,with pennies of Henry 111 and Edward I."3 
In 1907 R .  L. Ho'bson mentions That these pennies 
were not availa'ble with their items and considers 
the last description a~ceptable.~ 

Archaeological evidence of other jugs and bottles 
of the same size and type found in London are 
unmatched for the jug, although there was a squat ! I 
example found in So~ thwark .~  In the Guildhall 
Museum there are examples of bottles found at 40 
Basinghall Street E R .  799), London Wall No. 3 
CM.IX.lSO), two unprovenanced examples Nos. 4 
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size and shape to No. 5 found in a 14th century 
undisturbed stratum.' 

In illuminated manuscripts similar jugs and 
botties are shown in use, for example in ?he Luttrell 
Psalter, painted c.1340, depicting the preparation of 
food in the k'itchen WO. 7) where the jug and 
bottle are considered by some to represent a cruet. 

To consider the numismatic implication of the 
Friday 'Street w'ins - pennies issued Ay Henry D1 
were o'f the "short cross" series before 1247, after 
which they were replaced by the "long cross" 
pennies. In the early years of Edward 1's reign 
between 1272 and 1278, pennies were still issued 
with a flENRI1CUS legend. After 1279 a new style 
of coinage was issued by Edward I. wbich was 
adopted 'by later monarchs. The continuous reigns 
of Edwards 1-111 produced a large series of pennies 
which only differ by slight variations of the king's 
portrait, his crown and the lettering used. Roach 
Smith's descriptions of the penn'ies only indicate 
their reigns, rather than their time in circulation. 
This may be indicated only by coin hoards found 
in the British  isle^.^ Henry III pennies of the "long . 
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cross" series were found associated with pennies 
of Edward I and I1 at Boyton, Carsphairn, Newport 
and York in hoards deposited after 1307 and 
between the years c. 1320-30. It is also associated 
with pennies of Edwards l-111 in the Beaumont 
hoard deposited c. 1360 and in the Montrave 
hoard deposited c. 1356. which contained Henry 
111 pennies of the "short cross" series. The 
HENRICUS pennlies produced by Edward I are as 
yet not represented in coin hoards hut Edward 
T-I11 pennies are found with coins of Henry V1 
in the Diss, Dungarvan, Forgandenny. Guisborough 
and Hampshire coin hoards, deposited c. 1428 
until after 14711 

To form a conclusion, the numismatic evidence 
suggests that the Friday Street jug and bottle have 
a date margin of 1279-1360. This is based on the 
last date of circulation of Henry IF1 pennies and 
the first minting of Edward I's new style of coinage. 
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Excavations at 
Christ Church9 New7 
THE EXCAVATIONS were recently undertaken 
inside the shell of Wren's church of Christ Church, 
Ncwgate Street, gutted in the blitz, to uncover some- 
thing of its complex history before the eastern end is 
demolished to make way for a new road. Wren's 
building replaced the great church erected under 
royal patronage in the early 14th century by the 
Franciscans, or Grey Friars; after Henry V111 dis- 
solved the friary, the church was used as a ware- 
house for several years before being reinstated in 
1547, robbed of its fine monuments, to serve as a 
parish church, until it was destroyed in the Great 
Fire of 1666. 

The excavations, directed by Tony Johnson for 
Guildhall Museum, have shown that Wren ccon- 
mised by using the foundations of the medieval 
:hurch to support the rather smaller new building 
md employing in his own work a great deal of 
,tone salvaged from the ruins. 

Wren's rebuilding, during which the floor-level 
was raised considerably, was not the first alteration; 
the original noor had been torn up and replaced 
with plain tiles in the early 17th century, while 
crude arches had been inserted between the great 
octagonal foundations of the medieval columns, 
perhaps to support the base of the gallery added 
in 1628. 

Gone also were the medieval tombs, which would 
have included that of Queen Margarei - wife of 
Edward I-who in about 1301 bought this land, part 
of which, the excavation showed, was occupied at 
the time by a beap of rubbish 8-10 feet high, and 
presented it to the Friars to build their church on. 

The excavation has now ended, having been con- 
fined to the area and depth directly affected by road 
development, for the Open Space planned for the 
rest of the area will preserve not only the remains 
of Wren's church above ground, but those of the 
Grey Friars' church below ground. 
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