
X is, instead of foleowing that  other "grade A" treas- 
ure of north-west Middlesex, the camera of the Hospit- 
aliers a t  Harefield (Moor Hall chapel) into oblivion? 

In other cases, of course, given a little thought buii- 
dings can be restored and put to mare mundane pur- 
poses, as has already happened to Norman Sh'aw's mm- 
terpiece Grims Dyke Harrow Weald-the earthwork 
mentioned above runs alongside it-nd to a few hou- 
ses beside the church a t  Ruislip. The lack of local muS. 

in the boroughs of Harrow and Hillingdon re- 
mains a disgrace, and it wouid be very exciting if the 
estlbiishment of the same could be combined with 
the restoration of one or Owa notslble buildings. 

Finally, even where cornervation is nvt a t  issue o r  re- 
cently standing structures not involved, I am convin- 
ced that there is plenty of scope far rescue exoava- 
tions. It is high time that all bhe London boroughs had 
their archaeologists who by mutual co-veration and 
with The help of local amateurs can be entrusted with 
the task of giving as back our history. 

Institute of Archaeology, MARTIN HENIG 
35 Beaumont Street, 
Olrfard. 

TROWEmL POWE'R 
FOR TOO LONG archaeoiogy has been subjected to a 
widely expressed view by a few people that there is no 
piace in modern archaeology for the amateur and that 
'local societies are a wrlte-off'. It must be horn in mind 
that in many areas there has existed no a1,ternative to 
the local amateur archaeologist. The introduction, in the 
last issue of the London Archaeologisr, to the new Inner 
London Unit and a CB.A. Group for  London would 
seem t o  herald this alternative, but does i t?  

The iocd society can offer a focal point for local 
people who have an  interest in local history and arch- 
aeology to meet and to promote their interest whilst 
maybe only being able to spare a few hours in a week. 
Because of local ties and the limited area of operation, 
the iocal aociety is palrty to a mass of unwritten know- 
ledge resulting from hearsay and continual fieldwork 
carried out by its members. 

What is the alternative to be provided? In Mr. 
Farrant's article on the C.B.A. Gmup proposa_l, he states 
'Sometime in the future a meeting wiii be held to see 
whaL local societies feel and want'. Let us hope that 

this is implemented before any discussions are finalised, 
unlike those societies included within the area covered 
by the Inner London Unit where liaison has been too 
little 'but not, we trust, too late. 

From the liaison whieh has taken place recently, i t  k 
learned that  the Unit proposes to try to set u p  locai 
societies in areas where none exist (Bravo to that!): 
however neirher these societies nor those which exist 
must regard themselves as autonomous groups but 
rather as part of a unit which will decide where mem- 
bers may dig, whether in their area or not. Towards this 
local borough 'councils, who have acted as patrons to 
locxl societies in the past, have been asked to support 
,the Unit with a grant which will be supplemented by 
Central Government. In order not to increase the burden 
upon the rates, it could be expected that any grants 
to local societies witi be reduced, a deciding factor in 
the existence of such groups. 

The Unit is to have its own full time professional field 
force where amateurs will presumably he expected to 

les. Arch- help in lieu of continuing their present activit: 
aedogy will therefore gain on certain seiect sites to the 
lass of other sites together with pemonnal not willing 
to dig outside their area and at  an  implicit extra cost. 

I t  is intere3tin.g to note that only some of the officen 
controlling the Unit come from or have had experience 
in the Tnner London area. Ir.A,M.A!S. has, for  a num'ber 
of years, acted as a monltor and catalyst to archaeology 
in the area, supported by a number of local societies 
and their members. Is R now intent on the eontrai or 
suppression of some of these societies? 

In my opinion the future of archaeology, whether 
rescue work or nor, lies in the efficient digging and re- 
cording of antiqully. We must all he mtchful  of 
a situation which Leads to the promotion of bureau- 
cratic jobs for ,the professional boys at  the expense of 
the dedicated amateur. The amateur societies, with aN 
their failings, have proved that they can set a certain 
standard towards h e  former goal. Let us trust that  the 
Unit and/or the C.B.A. Group prove that they can do 
better. 

18 Albany Court, C .  E. 0-R 
Ashburnham Road, 'Chairman, 
Ham. Fuiham Archaeological 
Surrev. Rescue Group 

laid out under four headings: industrial archaeology 
(definition, procedures, and techniques); relationship 
to school subjects; organisation and approach; and 
books and films (a list of references). Each section Industrial Archaeology for Schools, by Geoffrey 

Starmer, Heinemann Educational Books/Schools 
Council (1973), 44pp., 60p. 
IT  IS encouraging that industrial archaeology seems 
to have advanced to the stage where interested folk 
are asking not "what is it?" but rather "how can 
I help?" This handbook (although intended princip- 
ally for schools) is in one way the most valuable 
of the half-dozen or so introductions to industrial 
archaeology yet published, inasmuch as it sets out 
practicaliy to answer the question "how can I help?" 
with examples to illustrate the achievements of 
school groups starting from nothing but enthusiasm. 

Compiled by the Head of the Education Uni't at 
Lanchester Polytechnic (Rugby), the handbook is 

is valuable both to the beginner and to those with 
some experience but keen to learn more. Even the 
section on relationship to school swbjects, which 
might appear to interest only school teachers, high- 
lights the interdisciplinary nature of industrial ar- 
chaeology; while that on organisation and approach 
is an admirable guide to the sort of questions that a 
industrial arcuaeologist should be asking, both of 
himself and of those he meets. The final section is 
marred by some minor errors of proof-reading, but 
altogether this inexpensive publication is an excel- 
lent introduction which hopefully will aid and en- 
colrage Londoners to study past industries on the 
ground. 

MICHAEL BUSSELL 


