
a forgotten isldnd among a sea of dereliotion. 
It  was here that Marc Brunel's Thames T n n m  

was b-gun in 1825 and the Brunel Exhibition Pro- 
ject/Rotherhithe intend to convert an engine house, 
used during .the construction of the #tunnel, and set 
up in it a psrmanent exhibition devoted to the 
achievements of the 19'th century engineers 'Marc 
and Isambard Brunel,' the story of the Tunnel, and 
the history of Rotherhithe. (fig. 4) 

Around the engine house, for Ions an area o'f 
squalor, a landscaped garden will be laid out while 
ncarby an associated project, Rotherhithe Workshops 
Lmited, are activcly converting a disused warehouse 
into workshops for craftsmen, similar to those in 
Camberwd. One of the special features will be an 
iiarly music centre where instruments will be built 
using original methods. The accent of the whole 
scheme is 'local involvement and amenity groups 
are actively helping. 

During .the previous year considerable progress 
has been achieved. The GLC and the London Bor- 
ough of Southwark, have made grants or offered 
support in kind, the Department of Environment has 
given financial help for bui,lding restoration and 
European Ar~hi~tectural Heritage Year has made a 
grant for landscaping. Help is d s o  k i n g  received 
from engineering firms especially those engaged in 
tunnelling technologies. This summer a maior exhi- 

The South-West 
London Team 
T H E  SOUTH W£ST London Archaeological Team is now 
fully operative in the boroughs of ~ a n d s w o r t h .  Merton, 
Kingston, and Richmond, under the sponsorship of thc 
Surrey Archaeological Society with support from the 
Department of the Environment. 

Ihe Team is composed of three full-time staff mcm- 
hers: the Senior Field Officer is Scott McCracken (see 
ohotol latelv Assistant Director of the Chesterfield Arch- 
Heo~ogica~ ~ e s e a r c h  Committee; Gale Canvin, Director of 
Rescue Excavations for the Fulham and Hammersmith 
Historical Society and an Assistant Editor of the London 
Archaeologist is the Field Officer: while Caroline Evans, 
the environmentalist; with special interest in pollen studies, 
is Research Assistant. 

Their first task is to prepare a separa!c implications 
repoot for the boroughs of Wandsworth and Merton. These 
reoorts will assess the nature of future archaeological work 

Fig. 4. T h e  Tunnel engine house, built 1825 

bition on tunnelling is being staged by th: British 
Tunnelling Society and part of this exhibition will 
form the basis of the permanent display a t  Rother- 
hithe. 

More help is always welcome and ian association 
has baen formed to co-ordinate activities. An arch- 
aeological advisory group is especially needed. All 
offers of help and interest should be sent to: Nicholas 
Falk, 46 Ainger Road, London NW3 3AH; te'le- 
ohone: 01-586 3850. 

once the threat posed by development is kn'own. The 
Wandsworth report is nearing completion and work is be- 
ginning on the one for Merton. The Team will also main- 
tain close con'tacts w?th local societies engaged in excava- 
tions. 

Premises for the Team are located in Mitcham and com- 
prise an office and storage space, shared with the Merton 
Historical Society. The Merton Libraries CommiDtee very 
kindly provided these. 

While the primary objective is survey work, i't is hoped 
thzt the Team will play a n  increasing role in rescue ex- 
cavaTian in South West London. 


