
to the raids of Saxon piratesJO The Essex fires of 
c. A.D. 200 might also have resulted from Saxon 
incursions perhaps taking advantage of the absence 
abroad of the Provincial army. Indeed is it possible 
that security in the south-east did not return until 
the coastal~forts were built in the earlier part of 
the 3rd century? 

Another cause of the decline could have been 
recurrent oufibreaks of the "Plague of Galen" which 
affected western Europe between c. A.D. 160 and 
1902' However, realistic estimates of its effects are 
difficult to make and there is no proof that it 
reached Britain. It has been offered as an explana- 
tion for the number of late 2nd century infant 
burials uncovered within the temple precincts at 
S~ringhead.~'  If the Plague was a serious factor then 
the consequent population decrease could adversely 
affect economic activity both by cutting general 
demand as well as by reducing manpower and 
raising labour costs. 

Economic activity might be further reduced ss 
a consequence of taxation imposed by a central 
administration that seems to have been often op- 
pressive and to have become increasingly weak. The 
cost of the army within Britain in the later 2nd 
century must have been large, especially as under 
Cornmodus (A.D. 180-192), Severus (A.D. 193-21iJ) 
and Caracalla (A.D. 211-217) soldiers' pay was con- 
siderably raised.53 Severus, it is though't, confiscated 

50. S .  Frere op.cir n.44 above. 184. 
51. 1. Gilham, "The Plague under Marcus Aurelius" 
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estates belonging to Albinus' supporters and used 
compulsory labour or service to meet expensesJ4 
His deathdbed advice to "pay the soldiers and to 
hell with the rest" indicates both government prob- 
lems and ~riorities.5~ Under him taxation doubled 
while Caracalla's granting of Roman citizenship to 
free provincial; has been seen as "a desperate 
effort to increase the revenues of the Roman Im- 
perial acco~nts."'~ 

Conclusion 
If this interpretation of the findings from the 

London area is correct then the later 2nd and es- 
pecially the early 3rd century was a period of 
decline, seen by much reduced activity within the 
various settlements. Limited trade and industry 
would be reflected in the lack of pottery and in the 
smaller amount of currency in circulation and - 
apart from the town defences-in the general ab- 
sence of new buildings, ditches, pits and other 
features which can he assigned to the period after 
c. A.D. 200. 
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Fulham Kiln 
is revealed 
THE FULHAM Poitery, scene of archaeological activity 
for the last four years, now presents a differen? face to the 
visitor. The range of 19th century buildings on the east 
side of the yard has been demolished, exposing the bottle 
kiln (erec'ted around 1843) as a Iree st'anding structure. 
This kiln, which is a listed building, is one of only two 
surviving bottle kilns in Landan, the other being in Ken- 
sington. 

The future of the Fulham kiln is; fortunately, assured. 
It is intended to create a site museum in the kiln which 
will display a relevant selection of finds from the site, 
together wlth pieces collected by the present owners, The 
Fulham Pottery & Cheavin Filter Co. Ltd. 

The company is continuing its business at the site, and, 
despite the inconvenience to them of having trenches 
across the yard is s'till allowing excavations by the Arch- 
aeological Section of the Fulham and Hammersmith 
Historical Society. (Photo. John  Earp) 
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