
(iii) it is only the date of the latest sherd that accurately dated, but have a high average age at de- 
matters in this context. position, (ii) fine pottery can be fairly accurately 

Other, more surprising points also emerge. For dated, and has a lower average age at deposition and 
jiii) coarse pottery can be least accurately dated, but instance, the expected date of P2 is five years earlier has (presumably) the lowest age at deposition, It than that of PI, although its latest sherd is ten years would be tempting jbul highly speculative) to sug- later. This shows the danger of comparing features 

with unequal amounts of dating material. gest that the aggregate effect of the two sources of 
error is about the same in each case - a sort of 

The examule is unrealistic in one sense, because archaeoloeical "Uncertaintv Princiole." 
we have giv& the Samian exact dates, while in prac- p,,trOr;,,t 
tice ilt would be given ranges. The effect of this 
would he to widen the "likely ranges," particularly 
for the larger groups, but the mathematics needed to 
say precisely how much wider they would be is yet 
to be worked out. It  will, in fact, form the next stage 
of our work. Meanwhile we can say that it appears 
that a minimum of five vessels is needed to date 
a well-stratified layer with reasonable accuracy, and 
a minimum of ten for less well-stratified layers. 

- .,"."%.. r- 
This was by no means a new problem. The use 

of Samian as dating evidence was discussed by Sir 
George 'Macdonald in 193Y, in reply to a paper by 
Pryce and Birley7. Hawkes and HullS took the argu- 
ment a stage further with a comparison of dating 
based on Samian and other evidence. We have 
really only .tried to deal with half the problem - 
how long elapses between the manufacture of 
Samian and its deoosition? The olther half - how 

Jt is interesting to note that of the three main closely can the manufacture of Samian be dated? 
types of dating evidence for this period - coins, - is an even more difficult question to try and 
fine and coarae pottery, (i) coins can usually be nnswer. 

7. T. Davies Pryce and E. Birley, "The First Raman 
6. Sir George Macdonald, "The Dating Value of Samian Occupation of Scotland'' ibid, 59-66. 

Ware" I. Roman Stud 25 (1935) 187-200. 8. C. Hawkes and M. Hull, Crrmrclodrcnum (1947). 

Excavations 

Egham, Petter's Sports Field, by Surrey Archaeological 
Society Motorway Rescue Group. Enquiries to Bernard 
Johnson, S.A.E.C., Montague Chambers, Montague Close, 
S.E.I. (01-407 1989). 
Enfield, Lincoln Road, by Enfield Archaeological Society 
and DOE. An attempt is being made to pick up the line 
of Ermine Street; finds to date include ditches, clay floors, 
burials, etc. Full time excavation directed by Anne Gentry. 
Enoniries to John Ivens. 120 Hedae Lane. N.13 101-886 

Fulham Pottery, by Fulham and Hammersmith H~storical 
Society. Excavation of 17th salt-glaze stoneware factory. 
Enquiries to V. R. Christophers, 86 St. lames, Brighton, 
Sussex. ~ ~ 

Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue Group. A site 
in the grounds of Fulham Palace, and other sites in Ful- 
ham or Hammersmith. Enquiries to Keith Whitehouse, 56 
Tarnworth Street, S.W.6. (01-385 6038). 
Hendon, by Hendon and District Archaeological Society. 
Several sites in  the coming months. Enquiries to Mrs. B. 
Grafton-Green, 88 Temple Fortune Lane, NW11 7TX 
(01 -455 9040). 
Kingston, by Kingston-upon-Thames Archaeological 
Society. Rescue sites in town centre. Further enquiries to 
Marion Smith, Kingston Museum. Fairfield Road, King- 
ston (01-546 5386 

Line of M11. Full-time work is taking place along the 
route af the proposed M11 in the Redbridge-Chigwell- 
Theydon Bois area. Enquiries to the M11 Field Officer, T. 
Betts, 3 The Green, Palmerstone Road, Buckhurst Hill. 
Essex (01-504 6708). 
Putney, by Wandsworth Historical Society. Site off Gwen- 
dolen Avenue behind the police station, directed by Pat 
and loan Loohey. Work on a northlsouth Roman road. 
Enquiries to 157 Longcliffe House, Arndale Walk, S.W.18 
(01.874 9369). 
Southwark, by Southwark A~chaeological Excavation Com- 
mittee. Several sites from the Roman period onwards. 
Enquiries to Harvey Sbeldon, S.A.E.C., Montague Cham- 
bers, Montague Close, S.E.1 (01-407 1989). 
Staines, by London and Middlesex Archaeological Society. 
A Roman site at the Friends' Burial Ground, Thames 
Street. Enquiries to Kevin Crouch (01-560 3880 day or 
09-328 62874 eve). 

~ ~, 
Wimbledon, by John Evelyn Society. A series of excava- 
tions on the site of a Tudor manor house. Enquiries to 
Norman Plastow (01-947 2825). 

GENERAL EXCAVAlTONS 
The Council for British A~chaeology produces a monthly 

Calendar o f  Excavations from March to September, wirh 
on extra isme in November and a final isrue in January 
summarising the main resuhs o f  fieldwork. The Calendar 
gives details of extra-mural courses, summer schools, 
troining excavrations and sites where vo1unfeer.s are needed. 
The annual subscription is £1.25. poSt-free, which should 
be made payable to C.B.A., 7 Mnrylcbone Road, N.W.I. 


