
Books 
London-2,000 Years of a City and its People by 

Felix Barker and Peter Jackson. Cassell. 380lpp. 950 
pl. £10. 
BOOK PRICES have continued to rise alarmingly 
over the last few years, in line with the prices of 
far less important objects. Have you rushed out and 
bought Excavations in Medieval Southampton 1953- 
69? Two volumes in slipcase, 676 pages with 120 
phiotograp'hs (some in col~our). pnice a smooth £35. 

Perh,aps the latest Survey of London volume 
tempts you: Volume 38-The Museumls Area of 
South Kensington and Westminster which runs to 
490 ,pages w&h I18 pages of plates and cos'ts &20. 
I fell for Houses of the Welsh Countryside, 550 

ones mind back to the 19th century works of Knight 
and Thornbury on London (the latter (also published 
by Gassells), its whole dmign reflects our modern 
visually conscious wofld ,and it will be greatly valued 
by teachers. Looking at it one can not fail to stim- 
ulate and enlarge ones own historical perspective of 
London. Knowledgeable readers, of such a maga- 
zine as the London Archaeologist will quarrel with 
some of the looseness of the text. The Editor, I par- 
ticuharly recall, was critioal of the su,mmary and 
traditional views expressed in the Roman section. 
Such faults do not blemish the value of an encylo- 
pidic picture quarry. While most of the illustrtions 
are black and white. a urouortion are in colour. 
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pages and 108 plates £25. Some of the cost of pro- JOHN ASHDOWN 
ducing this last volume must have been spent on Dated Post-Meedieval Pottery in Northampton the five colour brochures which I received through Museum by Jo Northumpion 45p 
the post, promoting it, but it did wean that I took by post (Central Guildhall Road, North. advantage of the pre-publication price. I t  is perhaps amptoil), fair to add the observztion that all the above books 
are rem,arkably well illustratd with line drawings. 1 WAS particularly pleased to see this new booklet 
~t last 20th century illustrators are surpassing 19th published by the Nor*hamptoll Museums. It makes a 
century draughtsmen. fine companion to Francis Celoria's booklet of the 

Those of you who prefer to eat, as well as to buy similar material in the London Museum pubhhed 

books, will have to fiall back on ehe flourishing re. 10 Years ago. Each o'f the 26 Pots at Northtampton 
m~ainder bookshops. The best archaeological buy is illustrated by a photograph and a section drawing: 

seen recently in the West End was Robert Stcnuit's "" production. JOHN ASHDOWN 
Treasures of the Armada in a Cardinal paperback Londou Potters circa 1570-1710 by Rhoda Edwards. 
at 60p (published &t £1.45). This excel1en.i descrip- George Srreer Press, Stafford (1974). £1.50 (incl. 
tion of the underwater excavation of the Spanish postage) or £1.80 (overseas). 141pp + 7 maps. 
galleass Girona is illustrated in both black and IT  HAS been said tha: postherds are t'he fingenprints 
white, and colour. We can note that the publishers of the past, providing clues to the date and the use 
listed hardback price has risen from £3.50 to £4.95 of an axhaeological site. If they are to be of use, 
over the last year! Lhe sherds must be recognised and all possible infor- 

Some of tihese thoughts come to mind when mation about their sources known. Kiln sites are, of 
look,ing a,t London: 2,000 Years o f  a City ancl its course, crucial in this research, but the sites them- 
people by Felix Barker and Peter Jackson and pub- selves are notoriously bad at mnfiming dlting for 
lished in late 1974 by Cassell's a t  £10. This picture [he ware? produced. The archaeologist must go back 
book has a large format, with 380 pages, and corn- :o thr documentary sources, where they exist, for 
prises some 950 illustrations from the widest poss- specific details. 
ible original sources and provides a graphic source Rhoda Edwards' long-awaited book London 
of London's history in a form that is quite unique. Potters circa 1570-1710 serves as a remarkable index 
The authors, both well known and dedicated Lon- of potieries. the potters and their apprentices, and 
doners, have used drawings, prints, engravings, maps, the wares. The author has painsmtakingly compiled all 
photographs and airviews to provide a panorama ;he available references to potters: to name a few 
of London's history. These largely contemporary sources she has consulted, the records of 24 parishes, 
sources stress the social change and dynamic growth L!le Lay Subsidies and Hearth Tax assessments, the 
of the capiOa1, Much of the strength of the volume fines imposed on potters by .the Courts Leet for 
lies in the personal selection exercised by the auth- 'Annoyiit!ce by Smohk and failure to keep clear the 
ors, and particularly in the material available to them ditches - surely an early concern for the environ- 
from Peter Jackson's own collstiou of London mat- ment and the minimisrng of pollution. 
erial. The book should br required reading not only 

While the concept of the book immediately throws fgr the London archaeologist dealing with post- 
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medieval levels, but also for the industrial archae- 
dogist end the local historian: this work inspires 
and, ~t is hoped, galvanises the reader to add to the 
very fine work Rhoda Edwards has already done. 
The period is one of the most interesting in the 
history of British ceramics; the flowering of London 
as the pottery centre of the country, to be super- 

.ceded by Staffordshire, the acquisition of specialist 
skills brought by immigrants and the experimenta- 
tion and success of the English potters, the revolu- 
ionary change from a craft to an industry. 

ELIZABETH PZATTS 

Railshead, Isleworth: The History of Gordon, Lacy 
and St. Margaret's Houses by Alan Urwin. 
Hounslow ond Disrict History Society 7Cpp 36~1. 
inc. maps. £3. 
BAVING BEEN deeply impressed some years ago 
by Alan Urwin's Twickenhum Purke which 1 then 
described inter ulia as a "model for amateurs," I 
was delighted to have the opportunity to review 
and to enjoy his latest large-scale work Railshead 
and sharply surprised to find that the interval be- 
tween these two volumes was nearly ten years. They 
make a splendid pair of supplementary studies. 

When in 1227 Richard, Earl of Cornwall enclosed 
Isleworth Park, he could not have foreseen that he 
was originating a site of changing use through the 
ages which would nearly 750 years later, have its 
s'tory reconstructed in two researches of vivid in- 
terest tq local historian!, for their method, regardless 
of special concern with Isleworth. The more recent 
treatise has also many quotations which give the 
atmosphere of the times. 

In  1851 the Earl of Kilmorey bought first St. 
Margaret's and then Gordon Houses. He instructed 
his architect, Lewis Vulliamy and his builders, W. 
Cu'bitt and Co. to design and build a new St. Mar- 
garet's at the back of the one only thirty years old 
which they demolished. The later uses of these 
houses for educational purposes were incredibly 
varied and ran the whole gamut from "The Indus- 
trial School for Girls" to Teacher Training College! 

Interweaving so many varied narratives was 
bound to leave some questions unanswered but one 
comes away from this book again impressed by 
the imaginative ingenuity and meticulous care with 
which Alan Urwin has handled his material. 

LIONEL FEREDAY 

Early Farmers of West Meditemanean Europe by 
Patricia Philli-ps. Hutchinsun University Library. 
£2.95. 176pp. 26 figs. 8 pl. 
THIS BOOK presents a very factual description of 
the finds from many sites in the area concerned, but 
without much discussion of theories. It is, perhaps, 
not for the complete layman: the "Ancient People 

and Pl'aces" series is better in that respect. There is 
a bias towards Southern France although to be fair 
this is very welcome in itself as there was very little 
written in English about that region. Other areas are 
lightly dealt with, for example, Northern Italy is 
patchily covered with often little indication of the 
wealth of material found there. 

Even so, some inadequacies are apparent for this 
zone: namely, the fauna1 description of Romagnano 
Loc (p.31): the figurine from Gaban is of bone and 
not clay, even in the reference that Patricia Phillips 
quotes (p.78). S~he might have shown on her distri- 
bution maps such sites as Romagnano Loc and 
Gaban in all the phases of the Neolithic in which 
they are represented. 

Patricia Phillips has been badly served by her puh- 
lishers who, presumably to "lighten" the book have 
sprinkled the plates throughout its length. This is an 
obvious afterthought as  some plates tare without cap- 
tions while others, which would face the former were 
if not for numerous pages of intervening text, bear 
two captions! In addition, some sites tested in the 
index do not appear on the relevant pages and vice- 
versa, for example, Cueva Bonica and Valcamonioa. 

After mentioning "Neolithic Man and Woman" 
on the back cover and in the introduction, these 
individuals are largely forgotten until the conclusion. 
Is this a mere passing bow to Women's Lib?-within 
the book Mesolithic m~an and woman are both pla- 
ced firmly in their traditional roles! 

This is a factual and useful account with clear, 
neat illustrations. :o be read by the student accom- 
panied by thz most recent (and some earlier) liter- 
ature as  regrettably books of this nature soon be- 
come out-of-date. 

PAMELA GREENWOOD 

JOURNALS 
Archaeologia Cantiana. Volume 89 (1974) Editor: 

A. P. Detsicas (issued to members of Kent Archaeol- 
ogical Society, c/o Prings Cotbage, Pilgrims' Way, 
Upper Halling, Rochester). 
THIS VOLUME issued in 1975, has 240 pages con- 
taining 14 articles and other shorter notes. Of par- 
ticular interest is the report on the rescue excavation 
in 1971 of the Anglo-Saxon cemetry at Monkton 
Thanet. The loss to Kent through the untimely death 
of John Caiger is emphasised by the building stud- 
ies: two pigeon houses are recorded with excellent 
drawings (one the sbartling affair at Hawley knorwn 
to sharp-eyed A2 motorway travellers) and a post- 
medieval tile kiln at Bexley. 

Salrrey Archaeological Collections. Volume 70 
(1974). Eilitor: Joan Harries. (Issued to members sf 
Surrey Archaeological Society, c/o Castle Arch, 
Ouildford, Surrey). 



T H B  VOLUME also issued in 1975 contains 10 
articles together with notes. There are several ex- 
cavation and post-excavation srudies but three papers 
on the 'medieval ceramic industry particularly conl- 
plement each other. M. Lyne and R. Jefferies dis- 
cuss the medieval Alice Holt potters using fieldwork, 
air photographs and documentary research. Dennis 
Turner records the finding of a kiln site a t  Earlswood 
and M. Prendergast provides a descriptive analysis 
of the Limpsfietd ,potteries. Elsewhere, Graham Daw- 
son discusses his new delftware shape and S. Turner 
the background to t'he Earl of Lovelace's building 
activity at Horsley in the 19th century. A necessary 
feature, obituaries oE buildings, s&ly records the 
grelt Deepdeae at Dorking, Mount Felix at WaBton, 
an almshouse a t  E g h m  and churches at Reigate 
and Weybridge. 

The Surrey Society is also publishing a new series 
of Research Volumes, with an A4 size. No. 1 (1974) 
contains the report by Graham Dawson of the 
Southwark and bamhePh Arch~aeological Society's 
rescue excavation ,in 1968 of a 19th century glass- 
house in Lambeth. 

It is also )perhaps appropriate here to record the 
increase in the volume page size of the Sussex Arch- 
ueological Collections beginning with volume 112 
(for 1974). JOHN ASHDOWN 

4ISO RECEIVED 
Etruscan Cities by F. Boitani, M. Catddi, M. 

Pasquinucci. M. Torelli, Genera'l Editor: F. Coarelli. 
Cussell. £8.50. 336pp. 61 figs. 311pl. 
THIS BOOK, origina'lly ,published in Italy in 1973, 
is about .one of the most fascinating topics of arch- 
aeology: the Etruscan civilisation. Copiously illus- 
tnated with calour maps and excellent photographs, 
this ,work presents as main chapter headings, the 
history, ,arts, language ,and sites of the Etruscans. 
The reader need not necessarily be a professional 
archaeologist since the book can also be enjoyed 
by an amateur wishing to learn about the Etruscan 
civi'lisation $and its problems. 

Recent excavations, such as Luni sul Magra or 
Luni sul Mignone, are also included in this book 
as well as very detailed descriptions of all towns, 
ceme'teries and other sites several of which are known 
only to the specialist. Barticular attention has been 
devoted to the bibliography which is divided into 
sections relating to the ,main chapters. This gives 
the .reader, needing to go further into a specific 
problem, a complete and general viaw of even the 
most uv-to-date ~uhlications. 

source of information for the specialist. 
PAOLO BIAGI 

The Palace of Nestor, Vol. 111. Edited by Car1 
Blengen and Marion Rawson. Princetown University 
Press. 269pp. 356 figs. f,l8.30. 

The tnird volume details the results of some of 
the excavations at Pylos, in Western Messenia, cop- 
ducted by the University of Cincinnati in 1939 and 
from 1952-65. The excwations of the Acropolis and 
lower Lcwn, Tho!o'i, grave circle and chamber tombs 
are all discussed in detail, together with some of the 
discoveries outside the citadel. Obviously a work 
of this nature, and at this price, is only for those with 
a deep interest in Hclle~ic and Mycenean studies. 

Britain's Buried Treasures. Drive Pu'blicarions. 
40pp. 25p. 

Appearing from thc unexpected source oY the 
Automobile Associatior. comes this booklet with 
an introduction which is scathing on the subject of 
treasure hunters armed with metal detectors, and 
encourzges people to join RESCUE or to apply to 
the C.B.A. for information about excavations. How- 
ever, reading on we find the rest of the booklet 
devoted to a list of famous treasure producing sites 
and some sites which are reputed to conceal hoards. 
I was left feeling a little puzzled dhout exactly which 
sector of the public this is aimed at. 

GALE CANVIN 

Excavation Round-up 1975 (Continued) 
ESSEX 

1.3 Sun St., Waltham Abhey. TL 382005 Wxltham Abbey 
Hist. Soc. (P. J. Huggins). At rear of site was found 16th/ 
17th c. cellar, 17th c. well filled in 1880, 15th c water hole 
lay below post-medieval layers of houseyard: this last cut 
through two distant levels of hams. on? cantaining medie- 
val material, the other Roman material. 

Crown Public House Roneland, Waltham Abbey. TL 380 
006 W.A.H.S. (K. N. Bascornbe). No evidence for substan- 
tial occupation earlier than 17th C.; bronze working c. 
1800, when site was reclaimed from marsh and rn~>ellly 
cobbled. The mill tail-stream was probably dug in 15th c. 

SURREY 
St. Mary's Churchyard, Ewell. TQ2221 6304 ~onsnch'  

Antiq. Soc (R. Temple & 1. Barfoot). A spur road or yard 
of flint nodules and gravel was found runningN/W but 
there was no trace of contemporary buildings. The flint 
surface had been cut by later post holes and a possible 
trench. 

Friends Burial Ground, Staines. 70 0370 7152. J.?ndon 
& Middlesex Arch. Soc. (K. Crouch). General Roman 
occupational debris with pits and gullies of 4th c. and 
medieval date. Other finds include prehistoric pottery, 
worked flints and an Iron Age cow. 

K E r n  
Famingham Hill. West Kent Arch. Gp. A complete late- In conclusion, this is not only a very help'ful book Iron enclosure of c, I t  acres four original 

for students and amateurs but also a well compiled entrances contained many pits and one hut. 


