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Megalithic Software by 'L. B. and B. M. Borst, 
Twin Bridge Press (Willirrmsville, New York, USA), 
200pp., $8. 

A - 
IS IT the sequel to The London that was Rome 
(L.A. Vol. 1,  No. 12)? Megalithic Software's theme 
is not place-names but street layouts and church 
alignment. Wren's St. Paul's and Great St. Helen's, 
Bishopsgate, are seen as laid out over Bronze Age 
stellar observatories (alias henges), and the roads 
in the Bank area are assigned pre-Roman or Roman 
origins according to their alignments. Even the 
Post Office is apparently in on the act, with the 
postal district SE 23 corresponding to a henge-like 
oval. 

It's easy en'ough to laugh, but a more serious re- 
sponse is called for, if only to prevent this sort of 
exercise catching on. The Borsts' argument falls 
down on two points - practical and theoretical. 
Practically, how did prehistoric patterns re-appear 
in the medieval (and later) periods, 3,000-4,000 years 
later? All the Borsts can offer is " . . . the master 
mason has retained sacred positions which may only 
have been recognised in excavating for the choir 
construction" (p18). In other words, post-holes or 
similar features were recognised by builders who 
then re-arranged the building to align on them. 
Really? On the theoretical point, a handful of the 
thousand of possible road-triangles in Britain are 
selected as being of "significant" shape, and then 
explained. The fact that out of so many triangles, 
some must approximate to certain specified shapes, 
is convenien,tly ignored. The Borsts have in fact 
found an answer without first discovering whether 
there is a question. 

One could pick but a number of purely factual 
points which have tripped the Borsts up - the 
position of the Roman waterfront, for example- 
but this seems unnecessary, as it is by their reason- 
ing that the Borsts must stand or fall. Not a book 
to buy, but if you enjoy a good argument why not 
borrow a copy and have a crack at it? 

CLIVE ORTON 

Archaeological Sediments by Myra L. Shacldey. 
Butterworths, London and Boston, 150 pp, illus., £7 
A DEEPLY technical study subtitled "A Survey of 
Analytical Methods," this volume may be rather for- 
bidding and drive the reader back to Dr. Ian 
Cornwall's Soils for the Archaeologist. Though not 
aimed at the general reader there is mucb on meth- 
odological techniques for the student to whom it 
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should be available though beyond personal 
possession. One may not be al'one in a vague sense 
of leafing through instrument firms' catalogues when 
looking a t  the photographic figures. Yet the Intro- 
duction is very promising and one could wish for 
something in  that style in the later chapters. A more 
explanatory treatment of chapters 4 to 12 expanded 
into two books with many more purposemade plates 
showing how the apparatus works couId alone meet 
the needs of the average student and more general 
read,er. As one laid down this volume, throbbing in 
the back of one's mind were the daunting words from 
The British Phurmwopoeia, "No definition (of pH 
as i t  happens, but, heavens, of bow muck else!) as a 
measurable auantitv can have a si 'm~le meaning 
which ,is fun~amen~a l  and exact." 

E. LIONEL FEREDAY 

The Roman Army, by Peter Connolly. Macdonald 
Educationd. 77pp. Heavily illustrated. £2.50. 
THE PREFACE states t h a ~  the book provides an 
account of the Roman Army during three specific 
periods: the Macedonian campaign, Caesar's con- 
quest of Gaul (in particular the seige of Alesia) and 
the early Empire (in particular the Judean cam- 
paign). "The text at the top of each page gives an 
exciting narrative of events, whilst the illustrations 
and text below vividly depict the armour, tactics, 
weapons and organisation of the legions as they 
evolved". This succinct descri~tion of the book can ~ ~ ~ -~ 

not be bettered. 
The Ronmn Army is very lavishly illustrated with 

coloured line drawings by the author, all of which 
are drawn with metkulous detail and clarity. One 
good technique employed is the placing of a recon- 
struction alongside of the drawing of a bas-relief 
or piece of equipment, with the country or place 
of origin being mentioned. 

A number of controversial points are stated as 
facts, but it 'must (be accepted that this book is not 
a forum for their dcbate. Certain facets of the 
Roman army such as the medical services are omit- 
ted, presumably because of space limitations. Metric 
measurements are used but the author has not only 
provided a conversion table but also has thankfully 
eschewed the use of the hectare. 

I have two regrets - there is no bibliography 
which surely would have encouraged further interest 
in the subject, and, although specifically excluded 
in the preface, there is nothing on the army of the 
Iate Empire, a much neglected subject. That said, I 



would enthusiastically r a m m e n d  The Roman 
Army: the schoolboy will find much to stimulate 
his imagination, bath in the organisational detail 
and in the 'battle scenes; the adult newcomer to the 
subject will obtain a very good introduction; that 
new breed, the wargamers, will undoubtedly regard 
the book as the standard work; and the archaeolo- 
gical student will find much information in the many 
bas-reliefs and pieces of equipment, particularly 
those from Dura Euro~pos, which do not find their 
way into general works on the Roman army. Peter 
Connolly must be congratulated on a first-class 
publication. 

N'ICHOLAS FARRANT. 

Capital, by Maureen Duffy. Jonuthun Cape, 222 pp., 
£3.50. 

A NEW slant on the 'for what is archaeology?' 
de!hate (see letters by Jeremy Haslam and Brian 
Hobley, L.A. vol. 2 nos. 12 and 13) comes from this 
novel by a fomrmer Citylit tutor. Its theme is civilisa- 
tion, and in particular the future survival of urban 
civilisation, as seen through the eyes of Meepers, 
who beliews the clue may lie in the fate of London 
in the 5th and 6th centuries. Did some sort of uiban 
life continue through, or not? .Meepers' search for 
evidence (much of which should ,be familinr to 
readers of the London Archaeologist) is interwosven 
with episodes f r m  the prehistory and histomry of the 
London area from Swanscombe woman to the blitz, 
both converging on the point when his information is 
fed into George, the inevitable computer. The out- 
come may be disturbing, but if archaeology means 
more to you than pots and stones, I can strongly 
recommend Ca~ital to vm. 

A.G.M. of the London Archaeologist ~ 
The seventh A.G.M. was held on the 21st May at the 

Citylit, Stukeley Street. The annual reports and accounts 
were read and accepted. A number of small constitu- 
tional chanees were made. and it was unanimauslv 
agreed to raise the annual'subscription to £1.60 (40; 
per issue) (see Commentary). The following officers 
were elected:-Editor, Clive Orton; Assistant Editors, 
Gale Canvin, Rhoda Edwards: Secretary, Nesta Caiger; 
Advertising, Betsey Kentish: Subscriptions, Sally 
Petchey; Managing Editor, Nicholas Farrant - and the 
auditors were re-elected. Representatives to serve on 
the Publication Committee were elected from the 
Museum of London and the following societies: Bar- 
net, Greenwich and Lewisham, Hendon, S.A.E.C and 
West London. Following the close of business, Harvey 
Sheldon spoke on "Recent Develo~ments in the Arch- 
aeology of London." 

Also received 
A guide to the Prehistoric and Roman Monu- 
ments in Engand and Wales by Jacquetta 
Hawkes. Chutto and Windus. 319pp. 40 plates. 
Pull-out map. £3.00. For many years one of the 
standard guides to Roman and earlier sites has 
'been that of Jacquetta Hawkes. This has now been 
revised and reillustrated, and will undoahtedly con- 
tinue as an iuvaluzble work, written in an easy, 
flowing style. The gazetteer is particularly useful. 

Complementing this guide is another, more cou- 
cise volume; Southern England; an Archaeological 
Guide, by James Dyer, Fuber and Faber. 3XOpp. 
76 plates. Paperback £1.90. Cloth £5.50. Here 
08ver 600 sites are listed by county 'with instructions 
on how to approach them. Obviously the informa- 
tion given on each site can only be a thumbnail 
sketch, but the author has given references to ex- 
cavation reports where possible. 

A pocket-size guide to the South-Eastern wuu- 
ties has recently been issued in the "discovering" 
series. Discovering Regional Archaeology, South 
Eastern England, by Edward Smmes. Shire Pub- 
lrcations, 80pp. 27 plates, county maps. 40p. In 
similar style to the Faber guide, but without as 
much detail it is perhaps the hest value for money 
of any of the guides. 

GALE CANVIN. 

"Coin News," weekly, 25p. 

ANOTHER new ooin magazine, collector-onien~ted 
hut of significance archaeologically as ano$her 
medium for proliferating metal detectors-nanely, 
two large adventisemenlts and notes about a new 
machine Wh~ioh discriminates batween "junk" (silver 
paper, etc.) and "good~ies". Issue No. 1 has the nor. 
mal run of features useful to coklectors. Of its 52 
pages, 36 comprise advertisements and publicity. 
Hard to distinguish from others of its genre. 

M. J. H M M E R S O N .  . 

Stohi, a guide to the excavations, by James Wise- 
man. University of Texas Press. 83pp., 21 plates. 
£1.60. 

A clear, well detailed account of the excavations 
carried out at this Yugoslavian site. 

Although sparse in Hellenistic and early Roman 
finds the earl'y Christian period is well represen- 
ted, and the city remained as an important Chris- 
tian centre until its destruction, presumably by 
migrating Slavonic peoples in the late sixth century. 

GALE CANVIN. 


