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The Real Crisis? 
AS A MEMBER of Surrey Archaeological Society, 
I recently received a copy of their Surrey Research 
Volume 3. While I don't want to steal the thunder 
from John Ashdown, whose review will appear 
shortly, one paper in particular struck my attention 
and started a chain of thoughts which may be 
worth sharing. The paper was David Longley's 
"The Aruhaeologkal lmplica~tions of Gravel Extrac- 
tion in North-West Surrey," which shows the large 
number of sites already destroyed, or likely to be 
destroyed soon, by gravel-digging in that area. Now 
of course we've all heard lilt before - urban deve- 
lopment report, motorway reports, quarrying reports, 
and so on. After the ritual expresslion of horror we 
put our noses back to grindstone and keep going. 

Suppose instead we take the argument a stage 
further - suppose somehow the resources could 
be found to excavate, or at least record, these 
threatened sites. What then? Already enormous 
quantities of finds are pouring out of our urban sites 
every year, and one must not forget the dlocumen- 
tation - the plans, sections and other records which 
are essential to the inlterpretation of any silte. Even 
on a very small site ,in a suburban front garden, the 
number of finds can run (into several Ihundred, as 
I discovered last autumn. One quails at the thought 
of the storage and post-excavation work involved. 
But let's be optimistic again, and suppose that they 
can be seen through to successful publication. Al- 
ready we have seen an explosive growth in 
L.A.M.A.S. Transactions and the new Surrey Re- 
seurck Volume series, yet the surface of the prolblem 
is scarceily scratched. The recommendations of the 
Ancient Monuments Board, to split information into 
level 4 (published) and level 3 (unpublished but 
readily available) (see L.A. 2, no. 16, 414) may help, 
but however one looks at it the sheer quantilty of 
information seems overwhelming. But we cannot just 
allow it to pile up, for as Poincare (the scientist, 
not the politician) said: "science is built of facts as 
a house is of stones: but a pile of facts is no more 
science than a pile of stones is a house," and the 
same is true of archaeology. The expensively-gath- 
ered information must be used, but by whom? Who 
will have the time to digest i,t all and present Ithe 
syntheses that will become history for the next gene- 
ration of general readers? The major synthetic works 

of the past havc been based on relatively little in- 
formation: can we cope with the floods to come? 
A thought from Colin Blakemore, the recent Reith 
Lecturer, seems appropriate: "man might not go out 
with a bang of his own creation, nor freeze his 
race to death by stealing the energy resources of 
the earth. He mighet simply drown himself in a flood 
of information." Well, is th~is the way archaeology is 
going'? And if so, what can we do about it'? 

Well Done, Waltham 
"NO ONE remembers who came second", said W. 
0. Bentley when asked why he was so determined 
to win at Le Mans. Well, we should all remember 
who came second in the Rescue/Current Archaeo- 
logy independent Archaeology Competition, held at 
the Museum of London on 7 May, because it was 
our good friends the Waltham Abbey Historical 
Society. Grornaticus can only echo Barry Cunliffe's 
praise for their skill in combining documentary 
study, excavation, consolidation and publication in 
a coherent pattern of historical research and presen- 
tation. He for one has always found their regular 
publications among the most useful he receives. 

First prize was won by the Offa's Dyke Research 
Group from Manchester who, realising that (a) sur- 
prisingly little was actually known about Offa's Dyke 
(our largest field monument) and (b) it was being 
destroyed at an alarming rate, mounted a very effec- 
tive and economical project to really find out some- 
thing about it. Joint third prize went to the Rape 
of Hastings Archaeological Survey for their w x k  
on standing domestic buildings, and to the Severn1 
Avon Valley Research Project for their discoveries 
by aerial photography. The other finalists were thc 
Hendon & District Archaeological Society for their 
West Hcsth excavation and the Lockleys Archaeo- 
logical Trust for their preservation of a Roman bath- 
house under a motorway. A special award was made 
to girls of the Lower VTth at Howell's School, Llan- 
daff, for their graveyard recording project. 

The main impression left by the Competition was 
of the sheer diversity of British archaeology, and of 
the valuable contribution that can be made, and 
still is being made, by the energy and enthusiasm 
of local groups, not least in the London area. Long 
may it continue. 


