
Fig. 1:  Site of initial rescue excavation by E.A.S. as at May 1975, with 2nd century ditch 
in the centre, with ladder in the industrial tank/well, and drier to thc lcCt of ditch. Row of 

three parallel ditches to right of picture. 
(Photo: Graham Deal) 
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THE AREA of Enfield, which oocupies the larger 
part of a wide area of (brickearth and gravel on the 
western side of the Lea Valley, is situated 10 miles 
north of London on the line of 'Ermine Street' and 
since the 1800s has produced a scatter of Roman 
artifacts (coins, burials and pottery), mainly due to 
gravel extraction and housing development as fol- 
lows:- 

Private Road (TQ 3300 9587) 1 on map (fig 2). 
In 1893 during the landscaping at 'Ferndell's' a 

Roman burial ground 20 yards square was unearthed, 
containing a coffinless grave, one or more urns con- 
taining burnt human bones, bowls 'and vases, a ooin 
of Vespasian, fragments of amphorae and a glass 
flask. All were enclosed in a layer of chalk which 
does not occur naturally in the area1. 

Landseer Road (TQ 3405 9560) 2 on map. 
In 1902 during dr'ainage cutting a heavily burnt 

1 Whitaker, "History of Enfield." 
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layer, from 2 to 6 feet in depth, containing pottery 
including Samian, hypocaust and roof tile, coins and 
brooches of 1-4th century, was traced for the length 
of the road2. An excavation at 94 Landseer Road in 
19663 exposad a ditch containling pottery of 1-4th 
century, and five fragmen~ts from the same vessel 
bearing a graffito which in translation read "If any- 
one desires au~~tertity"~. 

Burleigh Road (TQ 3325 9623) 3 on map. 
In 1904 construction of cottages unearthed a lead 

coffin with a reel and bead pattern enclosing a scal- 
lop shell design, with two lead canisters at its foot. 
Oriented with the head to the north-west, it con- 
tained the skeleton of an adult in a deposit *of lime. 
The canisters contained cremated remains, one iden- 
tified as a child. They had been placed in a tile cist 
covered with flints5. 

Raglan School (TQ 3390 9170) 4 on map. 
- During clay extraction in 1908 a Roman coffin 

of 'oolitic' limestone (Peterborough region) was re- 
covered containing the skeleton of a female6. 

Snells Park, Edmonton, NI8 (TQ 3390 9170). 
In 1956 a section of Ermine Street, consisting 

of a gravel bank about 20 feet wide bounded by 
small ditches7, was seen in a sewer trench at the junc- 
tion of Langhedge LaneIHigh Road. 

Churchfields (TQ 3370 9425) 516 on map. 
The first evidence of Roman occupation was un- 

earthed in 1929 during gravel extraction. Between 
the foundation timbers of a small hut 10 feet square 
a hoard of silver croins was found covering the period 
A.D. 150-270. These dates are unproven and the 
coins have since been lost. Pottery and tile debris 
was reported. In 1938 a small excavation took place 
in which pottery and tile of 314th century was found. 
The site was used as a rubbish dump until 1951, 
when an excavation, conducted by the Edmonton 
Hundred Historical Society, produced evidence of 
a ditch, gully and pit with traces of sleeper beams 
of a small hut which had not been fully constructed. 
The pottery was consistent with 314 century typesM. 

In 1971 field work on the adjacent allotments again 
produced a heavy concentration of roof and hypo- 
caust tile and pottery of 314th century. An excava- 
tion in 1973 unearthed a 'U' shaped ditch running 
E-W with a pit cut into the side,  together with an 
area of material containing 314th century pottery 
and large amounts of roof and floor tile, and coins of 

Illustrated London News 5. 4. 1902. 
E.A.S. Bulletin No. 23. 
Britannia 1 (1970), 314. 
Archaeologia 69 (1920), 206. 
G. Sturgess, Edmonton Past and Prerznt Vol. 1 (1938) 
G. R. Gillam, Prehistoric and Roman inf ie ld (1973) 11. 

Trajan, Commodus, Geta, Carausius. Other areas 
of material exist on the site which is in use as a 
leisure garden and is not threatened. The site is 
situated just west of the presumed line of 'Ermine 
Street' and the amlount of tile recovered is strong 
evidence for substantial buildings. No evidence of 
any tile kilns has been observed". 

Enfield Playing Fields (TQ 3422 9731). 
As a result of aerial photography in 1975, a sec- 

tion was cut across a crop mark close to the pre- 
sumed line of Ermine StreePo unearthing the rem- 
nants of a gravel roadway 9 metres wide with a 
single ditch on the east side. The surface had suf- 
fered severely from modern ploughing and no Ro- 
man artifacts were found, but its position suggests i t  
is the 'Roman road. Further field work continues". 

Lincoln Road (TQ 3408 9607) 7 on map. 
The density of Roman material in the area made 

the investigation of any site in the borough essen- 
tial to prevent further loss of archaeological mat- 
erial. The Romano-British (Research  group therefore 
acted as soon as it was ,aware of the development of 
a "high archaecrlogical potential" site in Lincoln Rd., 
Bush Hill Park, Enfield and the following reports 
briefly on the finds made in  this area, where late 
19th century houses were being demolished. Prior 
to their erection the area had been arable land for as 
long as records can be traced. I t  appears now that 
the Romans were probably the last occupants. We 
can thank the 19th century builders for laying shal- 
low footings, and the idle gardeners of the 20th cen- 
tury, which preserved so much of the evidence. Apart 
from the oocasional sewer pipe, the greatest destruc- 
tion was caused through World War 2 air raid shel- 
ters in the back gardens. 

Excavation of this site has been conducted in 
three phases from November 1974 to March 1976. 

Phase 1. Initial excavation by the Enfield Arch- 
aeological Society, directed by the writer, was made 
in advance of demolition for a housing development 
(see Fig. 1). The aims were to seek evidence for the 
Roman settlement which the finds in Landseer Road 
in 1902 suggested existed in the Bush Hill Park 
area, and for 'Ermine Street', the presumed line of 
which runs north-south on the east side of the site. 
This was the only chance for excavation on a large 
scale, and the initial findings were such that excava- 
tion of the remaining 0.9 hectares was essential, but 
beyond the means of weekend work owing to the 
limited time available. 

8 G. R. Gillam, Excavation of Romnno-Britih Ji/c Ed-  
monton. 

9 E.A.S. Bulletin Nos. 43-48. 
l0  I. D. Margary Roman Roads it2 Rriinin (1955) 195. 
11 E.A.S. Bulletin Nos. 43-48. 
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L.A.'M.AB. were informed of the situation and a 
joint approach was made to the Department of ithe 
Environmentlbho then provided finance, which, to- 
gether with the £800 raised locally from donations 
enabled Anne Gentry of University  college, Cardiff 
to direct full time excavations for a period of 10 
weeks (Phase 11). When building work started it be- 
came evident that further evidence would be lost, 
and so through 1L.A.lM.A.S. it was arranged for 
Heather MoClean of the Inner London Archaeol- 
ogical Unit to undertake full time site-watching 
(Phase 111). I t  was during this time that, owing to 
the continued help of London Borough of Enfield 
and the developers George Wimpey Ltd., a short 
full time excavation was undertaken with >the assis- 
tance of members of the West \London IArchaeolog- 
ical Field Group, with the local Society engaged at 
the weekends. 

Phase I 
An area 15m X 10m in the rear gardens of the 

derelict houses was cleared of the overlying 
modern layer to a deptth of 0.6m, exposing a 
layer of black occupation soil containing 
4th century pottery and lumps of burnt clay. Where 
~thtis overlay the  main features i.e. sands~tone 
structure capping a 2nd century well, and a clay/tile 
built drierloven which had been constructed on either 
side of a 2nd century ditch running north-south, a 
heavy concentration of coins was recovered. 

The coins so far examined date roughly between 
AD. 250 and 280; a large percentage them are 
barbarous copies of official coinage. Two coins from 
the first half of the 2nd century were mixed with 
them. Most of the coins showed little sign of wear 
and the area was generally undisturbed, as were the 
lother features. 
Sandstone structure 

This bowl shaped feature, 2.45m in diameter, was 
constructed of sandstone conglomerate, fragments of 
tile and amphora to a depth of 0.96m, and had been 
buiBt intio (the top of a siilted up 2nd century well. Its 
use is unknown but 'white ash' and burnt clay were 
evidence of extreme heat lhaving been produced, con- 
sistent with its use as an open 'oven' or  'hearth.' 
There was no evidence of a flue, and the extreme 
temperature achieved must have been created with 
the assistance of bellows. Pottery and coinage found 
within the feature date to A.D. 270-340 plus. 
Well/industrial tank 

With a diameter of 2.45m, it had been cut through 
the natural brick earth into the gravel to a depth of 
2.55m. The only evidence of a lining was a black 

12 We are indebted to Ralph Merrifizld and Alison Laws 
of the Museum of London, and Philip Walker of thc 
DOE. 

staining on the gravel sides, suggesting that it may 
have been lined with reeds or  timber. A sheep jaw 
recovered from the lowest level was encrusted with 
tubular structures 'of silt (and sand, formed by caddis 
fly larvae. Samian and coarse pottery dating to mlid 
2nd century were found. 

Clay built drierloven 
This unusual feature was 'banjo-shaped' with a 

single flue built of clay 2.10m long, leading away 
from the circular firing end, the base of which was 
partly inlaid with tile. One 'baffle' was still present 
half way along the flue, the walls of which stood to 
a height of 0.2m. Its purpose is unknown but the 
concentration of burnt clay alongside suggests regu- 
lar useage (possibly for crop drying). Also, owing to 
its construction above a 2nd century ditch, sinkage 
had necessitated relevelling of the base. Dating A.D. 
260-340 plus. 

Beneath, but disturbed by, the ditch and 'drier' 
was what may have been an earlier cremation 
burial with a complete calf skeleton (aged less 
than 6 months) (see Appendix), an almost complete 
Samian tettina and parts of a second one, part of 
a cream fabric face urn, and a black colour coated 
'applied pellet' beaker. 

Ditches 
Of the three di'tches traced, one is dated to the 

late 4th century by coinage, Alice Holt and Oxford 
wares, flanged bowls and a very fine decorated 
bronze belt bluckle (Fig. 3). The styJe of \the buckle 
is very similar to those of late Roman Provincial 
types although at present the only material we 
have suggests a date of around A.D. 380-410. Both 
of the other ditches are provisionally dated to A.D. 
100-160. One had been cut with a 'military style' 

Fig. 3: Late Roman beIt buckle. Length 64mm. 
(Photo: Trevor Hurst) 



Fig. 4: Two clap built ovens associated with the 4th century industrial activity, which werc 
excavated during site watching. (Phase 111). (Photo: Graham Deal) 

gutter slot at its base, whilst the other had been 
partly sealed with gravel when the 'capping' and 
'drier' were constructed either side of it, and a 
gravel spread laid on the surrounding area so as 
to create a walking surface. Samian cups (Drag. 27) 
some stamped, Bnockley Hill flagons, mortarium 
rim stamped 'SOLLVS'13 were recovered. 

Just south of the 'drier' and cut through by this 
ditch a probable beam slot was traced running 
east-west for a distance of 4.96m, and where this 
had been cut decorated Samian (Flavian) was re- 
covered, suggesting a (1st century date. Modern dis- 
turbance prevented further investigation, but this 
was the only evidence for occupation in the 1st 
century other than the burial material. 

Phase I1 
It was with this information that Anne Gentry 

directed excavation of three large areas surround- 
ing the Phase 1 excavation, commencing in June 
1975. 

An area to the wesjt consisted of a layer of 
occupation soil 0.6m below the modern surface, in 
whiah a large quantity of small bronzes and frag- 
ments were found suggesting military connections, 
together with small pits and a 2nd century ditch. 
13 His stamps are known from London, Rrockley Hill 

and some Flavian Forts ir, Ecetland. 

In the NW corner a clay extraction pit of mid 2nd 
century date had been cut through a cremation 
burial consisting of 'London Ware flagon, amph- 
orae, Samian, and iron knife blade and jaw of an 
ox. One of tlhe small pits produced an almost com- 
plete amber glass decanter provis~i~onally dated to 
A.D. 160, which was the only objeot found in it. 

The area to the east consisted of a 4th century 
gravel floor with flint post bases possibly associa- 
ted with it, together with several small pits of the 
same period. Below these features a sterile layer 
of sandy soil overlay the gravel floor of a small 
circular hut, gully and pits dated 2 0  AD.  100-120. 
The function and dating of the layer of sandy soil 
is at present unknown. 

The area to the north was the most productive, 
with three small heanths together with large pi~ts 
or industrial tanks and small rubbish pits assigned 
to the 3 14th century overlying 2nd century ditches, 
traced from Phase I. Gut into the 'gutter slat' ditch 
was a 2nd century well which had been cut through 
the natural brick earth into the gravel, where it had 
been lined with oak planking. The 19 planks in 
situ were successfully recovered : the average size 
was 0.9m by 0.15m. More important was the trac- 
ing for a distance of 99m of an east-west gravel 
trackway probably leading to 'Ermine Ftreet.' At 
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its termination on the site several post holes with 
'butt end' ditches either side were found, indicat- 
ing a gateway or entrance. Two large rubbish pits 
(2nd century) were found during ,tracing of the 
gravel trackway. 

Phase I11 
Even though extensive areas had been excsvated 

not all the site had been fully covered. While full 
time site watching was being undertaken by 
Heather McClean on the conltraotors' trenches, a 
large sherd of pottery was observed, which on 
stopping machinery for examination miraculously 
exposed the base part of a large grey ware storage 
jar, thought to be 'Alice Holt,' which contained a 
hoard of more than 300 bronze coins of the 
Emperor Constantine I (306-337 A.D.). They had 
been sealed in the jar by a layer of daub. The 
coins are being examined by Dr. J. Kent and have 
been provisionally dated to around 330 A.D. 

Excavation in advance of the contractor cutting 
foundations in the north east corner of the site 
exposed two clay built ovens in association with 
4th century pottery and a quantity of roof and flue 
tiles (see Fig. 4). 

The first oven was 1.07m long including the flue 
and had clay walls 0.27m thick, which consisted 
of a double core of burnt clay. The flue appeared 
to have been rebuilt at least once. The initial 
examination of the clay walls suggests that a large 
proportion of the matrix has not been subjected to 
a temperature of more than a few hundred degrees 
centigrade. The second oven had less substantial 
walls and was 0.75m in diameter, but did have a 
layer of charcoal 50mm thick on the floor, frag- 
ments of which have been identified as oak. The 
purpose of !the ovens is unknown, but it is thought 
to be domestic rather than industrial. Almost 12 
metres east of the ovens several very large pits, 
which had been cut into the natural gravel and 
lined with clay, were examined. The pits contained 
large amounts of 4th century pottery and organic 
matter e.g. charcoal, insects and one contained 
ander of red deer. They were approximately 3 
metres deep and could have been used for gravel 
extraction, perhaps for remetalling Ermine Street, 
the presumed lines of which runs very close to the 
site. 

Conclusion 
The general picture of Roman Enfield is that 

of urban settlement associated with Ermine Street 
covering almost 'the complete Roman period. Its 
position from Londinium may have made it suited 

14 Harvey Sheldo?: "A decline in the London Settlement 
A.D. 150-250?. London Archncol 2 no. 11 (1975) 

as a posting station, to assist with curcus publicus 
but just as important, the potential in the area of 
easily cleared brickearth and gravels for corn 
growing would not have been ignored. During part 
of the 4th century both Churchfields and Lincoln 
Road were functioning, and it may be that they 
were both part of a larger area of activity. 

The occupation at Lincoln Road runs from the 
1st to late 4th century but with slight evidence dur- 
ing the period 150-250 A.D. (an issue of recent 
discussionJ1~ Only two features fall into this 
period-a timber lined well and a small gully, 
which are insufficient evidence for continuous occu- 
pation. The periods of occupation have an apparent 
lapse of time between, with gravel hut, cremation 
burials and ditches during 1st-early 2nd century, 
disturbed by later occupation in the mid 2nd cen- 
tury by the cutting of clay quarrying pits, indust- 
rial tanks and ditches, and finally by industrial 
activity in the 3rd-late 4th century represented by 
ovens, hearts and gravel spreads laid above silted 
up 2/3rd century ditches, together with possible 
gravel extraction pits. I t  was only in ,the 4th cen- 
tury features that roof and flue tile was found, to 
show the possibility of tiled roofs. The roofs of the 
earlier huts being presumably of turf or thatch. 
No evidence of walls or roof was found during 
excavation. There was evidence of trading, with 
Brockley Hill, Oxford and Alice Holt wares, and 
the presence of the coin hoard, which is most prob- 
ably a 'lost savings' rather than a hurried conceal- 
ment as there were no signs of deliberate destruc- 
tion on the site. So far only part of the settlement 
is recorded with as yet no signs of buildings associ- 
ated with the 4th century activity. Ditches have 
been traced across the complete site from Lincoln 
Road to the School, and trial excavations will be 
carried out within the school grounds to establish 
further evidence. 

Processing of the material is well advanced and 
the full report will be appearing in L.A.M.A.S. 
Transactions shortly. A display of the material 
found is being held at Forty Hall Museum, Forty 
Hill, Enfield, opening in July, 1977, for three months. 

Acknowledgements 
London Borough of Enfield and the developers 

George Wimpey Ltd., for co-operation and finan- 
cial aid. Department of Environment, Edmonton 
Hundred Historical Society, Enfield Preservation 
Society and numerous residents for financial aid. 
J. Jarvis Ltd., for loan of equipment. L.A.M.A.S., 
I.L.A.U., and W.L.A.F.G., for guidance and assist- 
ance. The members of the Research Group fot 

278-284, and John Morris, "LonJon's Decline A.D. 
150-250," London Archaeol 2 no. 13 (1975) 343344. 



their enthusiasm during the long period of excava- 
tion, and finally to Anne Gentry and Tony John- 

son for the excavating knowledge passed on to 
us all. 

Appendix: the Faunal Remains 
THE SKELETAL remains of cattle, shcep, pig and horsc 
formed a substantia'l pant of the in411 to the ditches and 
pits excavated at the Lincoln Road site. The animal bones 
From *the earliest features were the best preserved; those 
found in the fourth century A.D. ditch were in a particx- 
larly bad stste of preservation bccausc of the acidic nature 
of the ellclosing matrix. l i  was lrom one of the earliest 
levels that we recovered the most interesting find - a 
complete, articulated skeleton of a calf, lying on its side 
in a curled-up position with the forelegs stretched out, 
the head resting on them. The cause of dcath could not 
bc ascertained: the bones of the skeleton appeared to be 
normal and healthy with [he excep5on of a deformed 
right metacarpal bone. A radiograph of this bone showed 
that it had been fractured and that the natural healing 
processes had been well advanced at the time of death. 
Although successfully healed, the break had nevertheless 
resulted in bowing of the shaft of the bone, possibly giv- 
ing the calf a slight limp. 

An indication that the cattle, sheep and pigs had been 
slaughtered and butchered on the s i k  was provided by 

15 Harcourt, R. A. The dog in Prehistoric and early His- 
toric Brttain. Journal of Archaenlopicd Science, 1 
(1974), 151-175. 

the presence of skull fragments, horn cores, metapodial 
bones and phalanges; the head and extremities of the f o ~ e  
and hind limbs were the first parrs t ~ )  be rcmovcd ddring 
the dressing down of a carcass. That thc meat from these 
animals had been consumed on the site was borne out 
by several ribs and the chopped and splintered rcmnants of 
"marrow bones" (humeri, tibiae, etc.). 

Fragments of a roe deer (Caprcolus capreolus) skull plus 
a complete metatarsal bone, tibia and antler of red deer 
(Cervus elaphus) amongst the rcfuse indicated that the In- 
habitants of the settlement supplemented their diet by hunt- 
ing. A further source of meat was provided by domestic 
and wild fowl; the bones of domestic greylag geese (Anser 
anser). domestic chickens (Gallus gallus) and woodcock 
(Scolopax rusticola) have been identified by Mr. G. 
Cowles and Miss J. Gask, Sub-Department of Ornithology, 
British Museum (Natural History), Tring. 

One of the 2nd century pits also yielded a mandiblc of 
a small house dog. According to Harcourt 1974)'s the 
Romans introduced pet lap dogs to this country. Many of 
the bones from cattle, sheep and pigs had splintered epiphy- 
seal ends with perforated holes made by the teeth of dogs 
whilst gnawing and crunching the bones. 

PHILIP ARMITAGE 

Excavat ost 
City, by Museum of London. Department of Urban 

Archaeology. A series of long term excavations. Enquiries 
to Brian Hobley, Chief Urban Archaeologist, DUA, 71 
Basinghall Street, E.C.2. (01-606 1933/4/5). For informa- 
tion on post-excavation work. contact Penny MacCon- 
noran at this addrcss. 

Brcntford, by West London Archaeological Field Group. 
Excavation and processing. Enquiries to Alison Laws, 232 
Brentfoi-d High Strcct, Brentford, Middlesex. (01-560 3880). 

Folhxn, by Fulham,Archaeological Rescue Group. 
Latc Neoliihic stre, Lygon Almhouscs, Fulham 

Palace Road. S.W.6. (Saturdays only). Enquiries to Keith 
Whitehousc. 56 Tamworth Street, S.W.6. (01-385 6038). 

Hamrncrsmith, by Fulham Arch~eological Rescue Group. 
All types of work and finds: Ncolithic, Roman and later. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 7-10 p.m., St. Peter's Church 
Hall, Varna Road, S.W.6. Contact: K. Whitehouse; 56 Tam- 
worth Street, S.W.6 (01-385 6038). 

Inner London Boroughs, by the Inner London Unit. 
Several rescue sites i n  various areas. Enauirics to Irene 
~chwab (01-242 6620). 

Kingston, by Kingston - upon - Thames Archacological 
society. Rescue sites in thc town centre. Enquiries to 
Marion Smith. Kingston Museum, Fairfi-ld Road, Kings- 
ston. (01-546 5386). 

Merton Priory, by South -West London Team, Surrey 
Archaeological Society. Excavation in Chapter House and 
South Transept. Enquiries to Scott McCracken, Flat 3. 32 
Creffield Road, W.5. (01-992 1737). 

North-East Grcater London, by Passmorc Edwards 
Museum. Enquiries to Pat Wilkinson. Passmore Edwards 
Museum, Romford Road. E.15. (01-534 4545). 

Putncy, by Wandsworth Historical Society. Two acre 
site at junction of Felsham Road and High Strcct lics on 
Roman and medieval settlements. Alternate weekends. En- 
q ~ i r i e s  to Nicholas Farrant, 7 Coalecroft Road, S.W.15. 
(01-788 0015). 

Southwark, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Excavation Committee. Several sites from the Roman 
period onwards. Enquiries to Harvey Sheldon, S.L.A.E.C., 
Montague Chambers, Montague Close, S.E.I. (01-407 
1989). 

Sfaines, by London and Middlesex Archacological 
Society. Excavations in the town centre. Enquiries to Kevin 
Crouc!~. (09-328 62874 cveoings). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Society. Enquiries to 
David Bird, Field Officer S.A.S., Castle Arch, Guildford, 
Surrey. (0483-32454). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeo- 
logical Society. Excavation a t  weekends only. Processing of 
excavated material continues three nights a week. All 
enquiries to S.L.A.S., c/o Cuming Museum, 155 Walworth 
Road, S.E.17. 

GENERAL EXCAVATIONS 
The Council for British Archaeology produces cc monthly 

Calendar of Excavations from March to September, with 
an extra issue in November and a final issue in January 
s~rmmarisinp the main results of fieldwork. The Calendar 
gives details of extra-mural courses, summer schools, train- 
ing excavations and sites where volunteers are needed. The 
annual subscription is  £2.50. post-free, which should be 
made payable to C.B.A., 7 Marylebone Road, N.W.I. 


