
Books 
The Fields Beneath, the History of one London 
Village, by Gillian Tindall. 
Temple Smith. 255pp. £8.50. 
HOWEVER academic the subject, the measure of a 
writer's worth is the ability to stimulate the imagina- 
tion. Gillian Tindall skilfully builds up a picture of 
the life of St. PancrasIKentish Town, by concentrat- 
ing her story on people. Living as I do in the area 
described in this enthralling book, I found walking 
down the streets around almost a trip into the fourth 
dimension. And although P still find it hard to 
imagine a babbling brook in the railway ghetto of 
St. Pancras it is much easier to imagine people and 
houses of the past where there is a present day 
surfeit of both. 

I would say this is the story of the development 
of a parish into a suburb, but the later stages have 
more in common with rape than development. The 
absence of standing monuments to the more distant 
past makes us reflect on William Morris' words : . . . 
these old buildings do not belong to us only . . . 
they belonged to our forefathers and they will 
belong to our descendents unless we play them 
false. They are not in any sense our property, to do 
as we would like with them. We are only trustees 
for those who come after us." That dictum should 
be pinned up in every Archaeological and Planning 
Ofice in the country. In the face of this widespread 
de~truction the author's emphasis on the people of 
the area and the documents they left is the only 
course open to her and she does her job brilliantly. 
in doing so, she perhaps inadvertently turns one's 
mind to the many potential avenues of archaeolog- 
ical research suggested by the wealth of detail. Was 
there a settlement at St. Pancras prior to the grant of 
the Prebendal Manor to the Dean and Chapter of St. 
Paul's Cathedral in 603 A.D. by King Ethelbert? 
Could we identify any of the 30 ordinary houses, four 
manor houses and two moated, stone built houses 
mentioned in the Visitation of the Churches in 1251? 
William Bruges, the first Garter King of Arms, 
entertained the Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund in 
1416 at his "country retreat" in Kentish Town and 
had a feast consisting of "7 sheep, 200 pigeons, 100 
green geese, 30 great carp, 1 gallon whelks, 1,000 
eggs, 2001bs of butter and cox-combs innumerable" 
costing £192 17s 8id. Where was his house? An- 
other important question is, when did St. Pancras 
become virtually a Deserted Medieval Village and 
move to Kentish Town? Gillian Tindall can sug- 
gest very reasonable hypotheses, but archaeologists 
could test them, if  giver, the opportunity. Of course 
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these sites may never be available for excavation, 
but at least we are aware of the polential. 

I don't want to mislead the reader too much by 
concentrating on the archaeological implications as 
the book has so much more to offer. But it does 
suggest the great potential of the non-professional 
(Gillian Tindall is of course a professional writer) 
to the archaeologist. She is associated with the splen- 
did Camden Historical Society, whose publications , 
are of a very high standard. Could we hope for 
greater co-ordination between over-stretched arch- 
aeological units and enthusiastic societies. Gillian 
Tindall's work shows the potential. , 

KEVIN FLUDE 

Techniques of Archaeological Excavation, 
by Philip Barker 
Bafsford, London 1977. £4.75. 
TECHNIQUES of Archaeological Excavation is 
based largely on the experience of the author, 
particularly at his two long term research excava- 
tions, Wroxeter and Wen Domen. I t  covers most 
aspects of practical archaeological work, from the 
discovery of sites through to the process of publica- 
tion and includes much useful information, with fur- 
ther references, on the methods of digging, recording, 
reconstruction and interpretation. It also warns of 
the pitfalls; and archaeologists who read it, includ- 
ing this reviewer, should heed the sensible strictures 
concerning the need to be rigorously logical, open 
minded, and aware of the limitations as well as the 
possibilities of the evidence. 

Barker is a believer in 'totality'. He argues that 
the excavator must approach a site concerned to un- 
cover 'the whole sequence of activity there' and must 
be able to fit it into wider geographical and historical 
contexts. He advocates excavation of as much of 
the site as possible, great attention to detail in dig- 
ging and recording, and full involvement with .. 
students of other disciplines in order to increase the 
amount of information recovered. He also stresses 
academic and moral 'responsibility', for the archaeo- 
logical investigator who destroys sites as surely as the . 
developer must be prepared to accept the often 
formidable commitment required to achieve adequate 
publication of the results and proper archiving of the 
finds and records. 

It is perhaps because of Barker's awareness of 
these needs, and the realisation that in most cases 
they are not being fulfilled, that the book seems so 



rooted in pessimism. The author states that one 
of the principle reasons for writing was 'the inade- 
quacies of our excavation techniques' and he believes 
that 'the majority of all published excavations may 
be misleading'. In consequence he feels that little 
confidence can be placed in most excavation reports. 
and the resultant histories, relying on appraisals of 
them may well be 'falsified'. 

Thus fundamental charges are laid indirectly at 
a host of archaeological practitioners both profes- 
sional and amateur. They might well be justified: 
substantial numbers of excavations have failed to 
appear in print and many that have do not provide 
much semblance of what passes as proof for their as- 

' sertions. Much material has been lost or become 
separated from its context. Many re-excavations 
conducted better and on a larger scale have led to 
conclusions strongly at variance with those made 
earlier. 

Much of what has been done may have to be 
written off-but the remedy should not be beyond 
us. Part of it lies in achieving the legislation and 
increased financial provision which should allow 
detailed and relatively unhurried excavation of a 
higher proportion of our disappearing archaeo- 
logical heritage. Given the archaeological will to 
achieve this, experienced teams each covering an 
area comprehensibly, and backed by proper post 
excavation and archive iacilities, ought to be able to 
achieve the good quality archaeological work that 
Barker advocates in this book. 

Some criticisms of it might however be offered. 
There are a number of simple errors both in text and 
figure captions which could have been rectified by 
better proof reading. Indeed the style is uneven. 
Proper analogy is replaced by improper direct re- 
lationships: sites are no more 'documents' than pots 
or flints are. 'Entrepreneurs' are not 'intermediaries 
between a whole range of disciplines'. Nor does it 
seem to be particularly helpful to be told that 
'on any large excavation one can almost plot a 
graph of increasing tiredness as times goes on' nor 
that 'ultimately the value of evidence from a salvage 
excavation will depend on the quality of observaion 
made on the site'. Also, the aim of directors on all 
excavations, surely not just rescue ones ought to be 
'maximum time and cost effectiveness'. 

There seems little doubt that the methods em- 
ployed by Barker in his extensive excavations, essen- 
tially the digging of large areas horizontally, are the 
most appropriate ones for recovering the plans of 
successive phases of occupation. He is no doubt cor- 
rect to castigate earlier diggers who did little more 
than to sink ill-recorded holes into sites making 
future interpretation difficult. Yet he takes his criti- 
cisms too far. Not all excavators who dug small 

trenches failed to record them adequately. Indeed nis 
contrast between the 'vertical' and 'horizontal' digger 
seems to me unreal and rather unfair. 

The replacement of conventional by the cumula- 
tive section may well be unsatisfactory. After all 
using this method the wholc sequence whether relat- 
ing to the site itself or a constituent feature can not 
at one time be examined except fortuitously at the 
margins of the dig. Sections are essential points of 
reference: they provide much of the proof of the 
sequence and are often difficult to understand with- 
out constant discussion an analysis of them in their 
entirety. 

Despite these criticisms, which might reflect the 
prejudices of the reviewer, the book contains good 
advice and makes available to London's archaelo- 
gists the theories and experiences of one of Britain's 
leading excavators. 

HARV'EY SHELDON 

Ruins in a Landscape: Essays in Antiquarianism 
by Stuart Piggott. 
Edinburgh University Press, 1976. Paperback, £1.75. 
IN 1685, in a field two miles from Cirencester, two 
labourers in a gravel pit discovered vaults beneath 
a hill, which they explored with a lantern. A hall 
with table and benches led to a kitchen with cor- 
roded pots and kettles, and a parlour with carpets 
and furniture which crumbled to the touch. A 
chapel had in one wall an iron-bound door of rotted 
wood which, when broken open, revealed an image 
of a man with a truncheon and a burning lamp. 
When one of the labourers tried to enter, the ghostly 
figure attacked him. They fled, but reported it to a 
local antiquary, and while he was inspecting i t  the 
hill sunk down and buried all its treasures. 

This story on a broadsheet is exposed as a long- 
standing hoax by Professor Piggott in one of nine 
collected essays written over the last 25 years. It is, 
however, typical of the misty folklore-ridden subject- 
matter of early antiquarian thought. Since, as Piggott 
argues, studying the past through documents or 
through objects involves the same processes of in- 
ference, deduction and interpretation of evidence, it 
was only when larger historical research began to 
free itself from the influence of the Bible on what 
was allowable in prehistory and preliterate societies 
that archaeological enquiry was actually possible. 
At the same time 16th and 17th century descriptions, 
and exhibitions, of American Indians encouraged an 
interest in savage peoples and moulded early 
thoughts on the Celts and Britons, who occasionally 
appear with Brazilian features. This in turn led to the 
soft primitivism of the Romantics, the satires of 
Peacock and a major influence, the novels of Sir 



Walter Scott. 
From the spirit of Camden and the Royal Society, 

through the Gothiclc Celt and Saxon, Professor 
Piggott draws together the mam trends in the rise of 
archaeology, ending with an illuminating study of 
the role of the country archaeological societies which 
emerged in the 1830's. Born of the Tractanan move- 
ment and a revival of interest in church architecture, 
these sociable bodies (in which women took a great 
part) visited prominent churches where games of 
blind-man's buff were arranged by vergers; the com- 
munion table became a repository for hats and the 
font a receptable for umbrellas. The mokement for 
restoration which followed prompted the outraged 
screams oi Ruskin and William Morris, and led to 
natlonal protective bodies. 

For anybody interested in the attitudes to the 
past which have moulded our own today, this collec- 
tion is a delight. 

JOHN SCWOFIEED 

The Archaeology of Hackney by Graham Black. 

The Archaesbgy of Tower Hamlets by Graham 
Black. 

The Archaeology of Kensington and Chelsea by 
David Whipp. 

All published by the Inner London Archaeolog- 
ical Cln~t. Price 35p (Hackney, Tower Hamlets), 23p 
(Kensington and Chelsea), each plus lop postage. 
THE 1.L A.U. have produced three non-academic 
booklets covering three of the seven London Ror- 
oughs in their catchrneni area. All three booklets 
follow the same basic layout-introduction; 
Period 1: Prehistoric; Period 2: Roman; Period 3: 
Saxon and Medieval. Each period has a short and 
simple introduction to (the main archaeological and/ 
or historical events and the sites, chance finds and 
history of each borough are then discussed in more 
detail with the aid of photographs, maps and re- 
productions of prints. 

The evidence for prehistoric occupation in the 
three boroughs is sparse with the exception of thc 
Palaeolithic floor at Stoke Newington. Later pre- 
history seems to be represented by chance finds only. 
Roman occupation is denser with numerous chance 
finds, burials and a number of excavated settle- 
ment sites known from Tower Hamlets and Hackney. 
Kensington and Chelsea, perhaps suprisingly, has 
only a prdbable cemetery and a single chance find 
of a pottery lamp. 

Most of the evidence for Saxon and 'Medieval oc- 
cupation comes from documentary sources; few 
sites, with the exception of the Tower of London, 
have been excavated. 

All three booklets are well illustrated and clearly 
written although rather over-simplified in places 
particularly in the prehistoric sections. They are 
very useful as general guides to the archaeology and 
history of the boroughs. 

ROBERT LANCASTER 

Pottery and Early Commerce. Characterisation and 
Trade in Roman and later ceramics, ed. D. P. S. 
Peacock. Acudernic Press. 1977. 340+xvi pp. C12.80. 
THIS COLLECTION of studies covers precisely 
the ground set out in the title, ranging widely from 
an ~ntroductory chapter by Professor Renfrew on 
the sociological potential offered by pottery studies, 
to essays on reglonal types of Romano-British pot- 
tery such as Gales ware (N. Loughh),  and moving 
beyond the Roman period to such diverse topics a? , early medieval French imports (Richard kodges) 
and the Southampton clay pipe trade (C. J. Arnold). 
Some are more specialised than others, but all are 
worth readmg. 

One article in particular, Michael Fulford's study 
of contmental fmds of Romano-British pottery, 
should satisfy the sceptic of the value of pottery 
studies. In the later Roman period, he concludes, 
not only was there appreciable export from Britain 
to Gaul, but some major trade routes can be dem- 
onstrated, though without the pottery component 
of the trade they could not be known. His study 
was however made along traditional 'grand tour' 
hnes, while the chapters by Peacock, Loughlin, 
Williams and Vince advertise the achievements ot 
the work begun by Dr David Peacock at Southsmp- 
ton University. The approach is basically one of 
applying the standard-and ~time-honoured-micro- 
scoplcal techniques of sedimentary geology to the 
fa'bric of the pottery itself, and common sense to 
such aspects as its s'hape, decoration and dating. In 
suitable fabrics it is possilble to suggest a source 
by sltudying the mineral assemblage embedded In 
the clay. By this means the authors have tracked 
Romano-British Black-burnished ware to its various 
sources, shown that Dales ware was produced in a 
very localised area, and recognised pottery made 
near the Malvern Hills wherever it occurs in the 
Severn and Wye valleys. The results are definitive, 
and only further excavation and study/publ~cat~on 
of the pottery along the lines set out in Peacock's 
important chapter on methods will modify them. 

Unfortunately, though, it is much, much easier 
to dig potltery out of the ground, or examine it with 
a hand lens, than it is to discover whether it con- 
tains, say, much of the minerals tourmaline or 
anhydrite. T'he problem is how to relate the min- 
eralogical information gained from a few samples 



to the visual and tactile intormaltion required a1 
site or bulk processing level. Some of the authors 
stumble, if not fall, here, chiefly due to their neg- 
lect of illustrations. Detailed drawing would have 
enabled David Williams to show us the difference 
between Black-'burnished ware made in Dorset and 
Yorkshire far bcltrcr than a thousand words, let 
alone 90!, and photomicrographs could have helped 
with the fabrics. A pity to spoil such excellent and 
laborious work for a ha'porth of tar. 

David Peacock, however, shows us what can be 
done with words in his study of Pompeian Red 
ware (an interesting if uncommon type of first cen- 
tury dish), in many ways the highlight of the book. 
In a mere 16 pages thickets of speculation and 
guesswork are hacked away and replaced by the 
seven fabrics revealed under the microscope, for 
six of which sources are suggested. The microscopic 
descriptions are wedded to the characteristics of 
the hand specimen so that anyone who cares may 
check their own finds of Pompeian Red (I've tried 
and it works). All ~tlhis and a survey of previous 
studies, typology, the dating evidence, and some 
nice surprises. For, it appears, the most common 
type was actually made at or near Pompeii, though 
i t  was christened 'Pompeian' in 1909 simply because 
its slip is the colour of the wall plaster at Pompeii. 

Peacock is itempted to suggest that its production 
ceased as a result of the eruption of Vesuvius in 
A.D. 79, and it is equally tempting to believe it. 

The price of this 'book is tragic, since presumably 
only a few dozen specialists and big libraries will 
buy it, and one could wax long and tedious on the 
subject of publication. But if you want to learn 
wha~t is happening to pottery these days, try and 
get hold of a copy. 

CHRIS GREEN 

Also Received 
Ashurbanipal and the Head of Teumman, told by 
David Frankel, drawings by Ann Searight. Briti~lz 
Museum Puhlicution~ Ltd., 16pp and illuslrated 
cover, 40p. 
THIS BOOKLET depicts in strip-cartoon form the 
story of the Assyrian victory over Teumlman, king 
of Elam, at the battle of Til-Tuba in 653 B.C. The 
illustrations are all based on sculptures of this event 
on display in the British Museum. Useful for those 
who, like me, find Assyrian sculptures rather 
daunting. 

CLIVE ORTON 

Merrymaking in 1 
Money-wisc bargains t o  Herc, Therc  und Evcrycvhcre b y  BRITISH RAIL 

Some examples of the trips we are offering: Second Class 
Return Farc 

Adult Child 
Date From To (3-1 3) 
Sats:- 
13th May/l7th June/ LONDON (Euston) IRONBRIDGE GORGE £4.30 f 3.00 
5th August/16th SW- WATFORD JCN, (via Wolverhampton) 
tember inc. coach tour 

Sats : - LONDON (Euston) ROMAN WALL TOUR £6.50 £4.20 
13th May/lst, 15th, WATFORD JCN. (via Carlisle) 
29th July/l2th Aug. inc. courier escorted 
2nd, 16th September coach tour 

Friday 9th June LONDON (Euston) "WEEKEND AWAY ON £34.00 £31.00 
WATFORD JCN. THE BORDER" At the 

Crown & Mitre Hotel, includ- 
ing a complete tour of the 
ROMAN WALL on Saturday 
and Sunday 

Price also includes Dinner, Bed and Breakfast on two nights plus Sunday lunch at the 
Crown & Mitre Hotel, plus two interesting coach tours. 

Our "Merrymaker" programme 1s a ~ a ~ l a b l c  a(  selected main line stations in and around London. 
Division Manager (PX7), D~rect Mall Un~l .  Euston House, Eversholt Street, London, NW1 IDF. 
(Please enclose 25p to cover handling. etc.) 


