
Mesolithic Cultures of Britain by Susann Palmer. 
Dolphin Press. 1977. 230pp. £7. 
IN 1974 Paul Mellars (in British Prehistory, ed C 
Renfrey) felt that the picture of Mesolithic Bri- 
tain would change 'radically' over the next few 
years, particularly with the publication of thc 
Council for British Archaeology's Gazeteer of 
Mesolithic Sites in England and Wales (Research 
Report No. 20, 1977, eds J J Wymer and J C 
Bonsall). Mrs. Palmer's book is one of the first 
attempts at a readjustment of the picture, based 
on the CBA's work with which she was so con- 
cerned. It begins with a useful chapter on Meso- 
lithic stone tool typology, based on Clark's work 
of 1932; unfortunately the line drawings in this 
and the following chapter are poor. The second 
chapter is a survey of the continental Mesolithic 
cultures; a useful addition to this chapter, and to 
the book in general, would have been a chart of 
the environmental data to which reference could 
have been made throughout. Chapter 3 is a very 
brief statement on thought over the last 40 years 
on Mesolithic Britain with summaries of the work 
of Clark, Mellars and others. The following five 
chapters consist of brief descriptions of Mesolithic 
sites in the counties of Sussex, Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall. 

Mrs. Palmer then, in Chapter 9, puts r'orward 
her model of Mesolithic Britain, h s e d  on the 
evidence from these five counties, with some com- 
parative work on material from other parts of the 
country. She sees five main Mesolithic traditions, 
possibly stemming from the indigenous British 
Upper Palaeolithic (Cheddarian and Cresswellian) 
with much influence from the continental Meso- 
lithic cultures. She isolates a (Portland) coastal 
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Monuments. (A B Havercroft). The trial trenches cut in 
1972 were extended and the interior of the structure was 
completely investigated. Two chapter houses were seen to 
have occupied the site with the later conaining ten con- 
ventional interments and a "heart" burial. A slype was 
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and two patens together with two settings, perhaps Prom 
the back of gloves. A fine stone head with traces of gilding 
and paint surviving was recorded from one of the robbed 
tombs. 
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culture, an Inland culture, a PennineIYorkshire 
culture and the Larnian and Obanian cultures, each 
developing along its own lines, incorporating cer- 
tain features of the other cultures and continuing 
on to the end of the Mesolithic period. 

In the final chapter, settlement patterns of the 
'coastal culture' are discussed, and Mrs Palmer 
concludes that the people of the littoral zone <-X- 
ploited the natural resources to the full, supple- . 
menting sea food with meat and plant foods. Some 
sites seem to represent semi-permanent settlement 
based on all year round food resources, the im- 
portant factor for settlement here being the access- , 
ibility of the main food. Mrs. Palmer believes thdt 
we should no longer think of the coastal Mesolithic 
peoples as miserable strand loopers, continually on 
the move, with no base camp. 

A useful biography, but with no mention of 
Roger Jacobi's work, completes the volume. 

One of the main discussion points will be whe- 
ther it is in fact possible to break up the 
Mesolithic into various culture groups, and in 
particular whether the coastal group is a distinct 
culture or whether some of these variations simply 
represent different activity areas as part of a sea- 
sonal subsistence round. Much depends on our de- 
finition of 'culture'. 

Mrs Palmer has taken her stand by proposing 
this multilinear model of Mesolithic Britain, and 
believing in something more complex than a ani- 
linear model of earlier Mesolithic with big non 
geometric microliths developing into a later 44eso- 
lithic with small geometric microliths. 

It is important to remember with regard to 
models, as Renfrew has said, that they may not 
necessarily be true, but they should prove useful. 1 

Perhaps the worst thing that could happen to Mrs. 
Palmer's hypothesis is that it might become zn 
instrument to divide prehistorians into those who 
blindly follow and those who dismiss out of hand. . 
What is needed is that researchers should go out 
and test the model empirically. 

BERNARD JOHNSON 

Approaches to Archaeology by Peter J. Fowler. 
Adum and Charles Black, London. 195pp, Index, 
22 plates and 33 figures. £6.50. 
THIS 1S A SEQUEL to l- certainly not a re- 
placement of - Stuart Piggott's "Approach to 
Archaeology", 1959, from the same publishers. 
Two years ago they suggested to Professor Piggoil 
that he might update his classic but he much pre- 


