
Mesolithic Cultures of Britain by Susann Palmer. 
Dolphin Press. 1977. 230pp. £7. 
IN 1974 Paul Mellars (in British Prehistory, ed C 
Renfrey) felt that the picture of Mesolithic Bri- 
tain would change 'radically' over the next few 
years, particularly with the publication of thc 
Council for British Archaeology's Gazeteer of 
Mesolithic Sites in England and Wales (Research 
Report No. 20, 1977, eds J J Wymer and J C 
Bonsall). Mrs. Palmer's book is one of the first 
attempts at a readjustment of the picture, based 
on the CBA's work with which she was so con- 
cerned. It begins with a useful chapter on Meso- 
lithic stone tool typology, based on Clark's work 
of 1932; unfortunately the line drawings in this 
and the following chapter are poor. The second 
chapter is a survey of the continental Mesolithic 
cultures; a useful addition to this chapter, and to 
the book in general, would have been a chart of 
the environmental data to which reference could 
have been made throughout. Chapter 3 is a very 
brief statement on thought over the last 40 years 
on Mesolithic Britain with summaries of the work 
of Clark, Mellars and others. The following five 
chapters consist of brief descriptions of Mesolithic 
sites in the counties of Sussex, Hampshire and the 
Isle of Wight, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall. 

Mrs. Palmer then, in Chapter 9, puts r'orward 
her model of Mesolithic Britain, h s e d  on the 
evidence from these five counties, with some com- 
parative work on material from other parts of the 
country. She sees five main Mesolithic traditions, 
possibly stemming from the indigenous British 
Upper Palaeolithic (Cheddarian and Cresswellian) 
with much influence from the continental Meso- 
lithic cultures. She isolates a (Portland) coastal 

Excavation Round-up: 
ate entry 

WAETHAM ABBEY-ESSEX 
The Chapter House. (TL 382 007). Directorate of Ancient 

Monuments. (A B Havercroft). The trial trenches cut in 
1972 were extended and the interior of the structure was 
completely investigated. Two chapter houses were seen to 
have occupied the site with the later conaining ten con- 
ventional interments and a "heart" burial. A slype was 
also located linking the south wall of the Chaper House 
to the north wall of the north transcept, 'I'his con- 
tains innumerable graves and appeared to have a floor of 
possible post-dissolution date. Finds included two chalices 
and two patens together with two settings, perhaps Prom 
the back of gloves. A fine stone head with traces of gilding 
and paint surviving was recorded from one of the robbed 
tombs. 
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culture, an Inland culture, a PennineIYorkshire 
culture and the Larnian and Obanian cultures, each 
developing along its own lines, incorporating cer- 
tain features of the other cultures and continuing 
on to the end of the Mesolithic period. 

In the final chapter, settlement patterns of the 
'coastal culture' are discussed, and Mrs Palmer 
concludes that the people of the littoral zone <-X- 
ploited the natural resources to the full, supple- . 
menting sea food with meat and plant foods. Some 
sites seem to represent semi-permanent settlement 
based on all year round food resources, the im- 
portant factor for settlement here being the access- , 
ibility of the main food. Mrs. Palmer believes thdt 
we should no longer think of the coastal Mesolithic 
peoples as miserable strand loopers, continually on 
the move, with no base camp. 

A useful biography, but with no mention of 
Roger Jacobi's work, completes the volume. 

One of the main discussion points will be whe- 
ther it is in fact possible to break up the 
Mesolithic into various culture groups, and in 
particular whether the coastal group is a distinct 
culture or whether some of these variations simply 
represent different activity areas as part of a sea- 
sonal subsistence round. Much depends on our de- 
finition of 'culture'. 

Mrs Palmer has taken her stand by proposing 
this multilinear model of Mesolithic Britain, and 
believing in something more complex than a ani- 
linear model of earlier Mesolithic with big non 
geometric microliths developing into a later 44eso- 
lithic with small geometric microliths. 

It is important to remember with regard to 
models, as Renfrew has said, that they may not 
necessarily be true, but they should prove useful. 1 

Perhaps the worst thing that could happen to Mrs. 
Palmer's hypothesis is that it might become zn 
instrument to divide prehistorians into those who 
blindly follow and those who dismiss out of hand. . 
What is needed is that researchers should go out 
and test the model empirically. 

BERNARD JOHNSON 

Approaches to Archaeology by Peter J. Fowler. 
Adum and Charles Black, London. 195pp, Index, 
22 plates and 33 figures. £6.50. 
THIS 1S A SEQUEL to l- certainly not a re- 
placement of - Stuart Piggott's "Approach to 
Archaeology", 1959, from the same publishers. 
Two years ago they suggested to Professor Piggoil 
that he might update his classic but he much pre- 



ferred his own suggestion for "a new book written 
by someone else". So they commissioned Pe!er 
Fowler to write in non technical language for 
readers of all ages interested in the principles be- 
hind archaeological approaches to the human past. 
Approachles outlines changes in attitudes to the 
past and its study. It deals with the landscape as 
artefact, the indispensable aid of air photography, 
the nature of excavated evidence, and much 
bziides. 

Archaeology has changed much in many respects 
since 1959 but it certainly commands greater pub- 
lic interest and enjoys more resources. Now there 
are uncertainties in the face of complexity but this 
book deals with the "whys" rather than ~hc :  
"hows". One is conscious, too, that present ap- 
proaches to the past will be outdated much l e s  
than a generation ahead. Is it mere nostalgia that 
gives rise currently to the cult of steam-drivcn 
machinery on railway lines run by volunteers, trac- 
tion-engine rallies, and beam-engine restoration? 
The idea of archaeology and its development in 
Europe is firmly rooted in an historical contexi, 
though most of us enjoyed Barry Cunliffe's sly dig 
at the devotees of "written records" when in his 
Inaugural Lecture at Southampton he described 
such History as "one aspect of the more recent 
part of the archaeological record". The objective 
of the archaeologist is to seek to understand past 
human behaviour primarily on the evidence o f  
material culture. Relationships between culture and 
environment are central to such a study. 

Our distinctive activity is excavation as a series 
of exercises in data recovery. Excavated evidence 
now includes not only the post-holes of timber 
buildings 'but also much more fugitive traces of 
structures, established maybe in a series of digs 
but not visible at one time as an entity either to 
the archaeologist or his visitors. The latter are 
frustrated when they see nothing having read excit- 
ing reports of the discovery of a timber hall or 
a row of wooden buildings. Indeed it is very diffl- 
cult to convince people that the ultimate in excava- 
tion is to demonstrate a series of relationships. T ~ P ,  
most valued "finds" may be samples of soil from 
which it hoped to extract environmental evidence. 
There must follow laboratory analysis, probably bl 
scholars quite remote from the "dig", so that it 
may be months, even years, before the director 
can assess his excavation. Moreover there is ,$ten 
confusion about the objectives of a "dig" and the 
reasons for it. All this and much more is ex- 
pounded and illustrated in the Section on "Buried 
Archaeology". 

Even more effective is the forty-plage Section on 

"Present Archaeology7' except for a regrettable 
lapse in a footnote on page 154. One hastens m 
to such items as the cogent discussion of the activi- 
ties of so-called "treasure hunters" with their metal 
detectors who undermine the material as well as 
the intellectual bases of archaeology, following h e  
:ommercial promotion of a new "fun hobby" for 
the family and a regular source of income! Thc 
practice is injurious because of the physical damage 
to sites and material, because of the secrecy it 
encourages and the cash value it places on normal 
as well as exceptional finds. All the media have 
been guilty of social irresplonsibility regarding this 
practice which seeks to exploit a communal herit- 
age for personal gain. A context may be lost, a 
site damaged, some information sequestered for 
ever. Our tradition has been to make freely avail- 
able the locations of sites and finds: much infor- 
mation being conveyed by O.S. Maps, by Museum 
displays and countless publications. The balttle to 
be won against these people is strategically philoso- 
phical and tactically political. 

Peter Fowler has cast a wide net in selecting 
Approaches for his full treatment but has gene- 
rously left many others for the attention of later 
writers. E. LHONEIL FHREDAY 

The first Croydon airport 1915-1928 by Bob 
Learmouth and Joanna Nash, ecl. Douglas Cluett. 
Sutton Libraries and Arts Services, 1977. vii + 
87pp., 65 illus., £1.50. 
IN m I S  BOOK the London Borough of Sutton 
launches its first venture in commercial publishing. 
They have attempted to maximise its distribution 
by using various local retail outlets: because of 
this P have tried to  apply the same criteria to this 
book as I would to one from a large pulblishing 
house. 

This book is written in a chatty but informative 
style, which makes it very easy reading. It takes 
us from the beginnings of Beddington aerodrome 
through its rapid growth during the first World 
War, when aircraft could be delivered 24 weeks 

Help required 
Volunteers required on weekdays from October on- 
wards at the Museum of London (to assist with the 
sorting of the samian collection. Initially help is 
needed with marking, cataloguing etc., but will 
become more involved. The work will give the op- 
portunity to handle large quantities of samian and 
gain experience of identification. Enquiries to Hugh 
Chapman, Department of Prehislloric and Roman 
Antiquities, Museum of London, London Wall, 
London, EC2Y 5HN. (Telephone 01-600 3699 exten- 
sion 224). 



after the first turf was cut for the factory site, 
until Imperial Airways made it their base and it 
became the first custom built airport in the world 
in 1928. During these years aviation was still in a 
very primitive state compared with today. Pilots. 
in 1920, still navigated by following railway lines 
and due to the plethora of railway stations in :he 
south-east they had to have their names on their 
roofs in white paint. 

The book is well illustrated with black and 
white photographs gleaned from many smrcec'.. 
copies of which are now held in Sutton library. If 
I have one adverse comment it is that the binding 
is not up to the standard of the rest of the book. 
The cover is made of card and remains curved 
after using the book. Although the gatherings are 
sewn the cover is only glued and looks as tf it 
might be the first casualty of heavy use. 

HILARY ORTOlV 

The Excavation Record: Part 1 Stratification, by 
Andrew Boddington. Northamptonshire County 
Council. 52pp, 50p. 

WITH FINAL REPORTS becoming more condensed 
because of cost, the detailed records of an excavation 
need more than ever to form an accurate retrievable 
archive. This booklet attempts to give a more stand- 
ard and objective format to such records. For the 
price it is well produced and illustrated althorlph 
there are a number of errors in the text. I t  outlines 
recording methods (not excavation techniques) which 
will generate information on site, at Devel I1 (site 
note of the DOE'S Principles of Publication in Res- 
cue Archueology. These methods are said to be 
particularly suitable for deeply stratified urban sites 

p- 

Local Societies - amendments 
THE SEVENTH list of amendments to the list of local 
societies published in Vol. 2, No. 9 is as follows: 

Beddington, Carshalton and Wallington Arc1iaeologic:il 
Society: Sec. Miss D. M. Andrews. 7 Bute Gardens West, 
Wallington. Sur~ey .  

City of London Archaeolo~gical Society: Sec. Mrs. I < .  I.. 
Pottinger, 16 Woodlands. 34 Southend Road. Beckcrihum. 
Kent. 

Lewishani Local History Society: Sec. D. J.  Dalton, 103 
Sydenham Park. SE26 4EQ. 

Orpington and District Archaeological Society: Sec. G. 
Wzittts, 21 Green Farm Close, Green Street Green. Orp- 
ington, Kent. 

Waltbam Abbey Historical Society: Sec. Miss D. E. P. 
Dean, 316 Ro~mdhills. Waltham Abbey, Essex. 

Woolwicli and District Antiquarian Society: Sec. Mrs. S. 
Parkcr, 11 Riverview Heights. Eglingon Hill. S.E.18. 
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and are therefore of direct relevance to London arcn- 
aeologists; indeed much of the system was developed 
within the Museum of London's Department of Ur- 
ban Archaeology. 

The archaeological sequence is first divided into 
its component actions, here called 'units of strati- 
fication' (our old friend the context, although 'event' 
might be more a,propriate to the study of human 
development). These have varied origins, as in the 
cutting of a pit, its weathering and the first fill, but 
each unit represents a unique past activity and is the 
basic element a'bout which information is sought. 
The author then tackles unit numbering, the colour, 
particle structure and content of archaeological de- 
posits; plans and sections, levels, stratigraphic mat- 
rices, photographs and documentation. This is done 
in a straightforward way with much common-sense 
advice and helpful ideas. The example of pre-printed 
record sheets, the appendices on unit description nnd 
the visual aids for site use are also valua'ble. On? 
chart (fragment sizes) is contentious as it considers 
only absolute size, and not fragment size in relat i~n 
to the parent object. 

As an attempt to reduce subjectivity and inconsii- 
tency, the booklet could profitably be read by t'ul! 
and part time archaeologists and newcomers alike. 
Remember however that this is not the only record- 
ing system available and that no two are quite the 
same, either in the range O F  data included or in 
'standard' terminology. This system seems compl.x, 
partly because of the separate recording of related 
events. For example a post hole may consist of four 
events (cut, post insertion, packing and decay c !  
post) and theoretically each of these would have a 
separate context sheet and overlay lplan. Too much 
documentation may lead to human error, and the 
methodical filling in of context sheets can become 
a substitute for wider thinking. Suclh localisation ot 
thought may occur when contexts are recorded large. 
ly in isolation. Composite or phase plans seem re- 
stricted to the post-excavation stage (Level 111) where 
as developments over time, and spatial relationships 
across the site, need to be constantly considered dur- 
ing the excavation. Some discussion of the humm 
problems and of the cost impact and computer po- 
tential of the system would have been helpful. North- 
amptonshire's policy statement should definitely bc 
read, but as a stimulus to further thought 

GEORGE DENNlS 

Also received 
The Heraldry of Waltham Abbey, colouring books 

nos 1, 2, 3, and 4 by Dinah Dean and Raymond 
Cassidy. Walthum Abbey Historicul Society. Price 
15p + l l p  postage from Mr R C Gray, 64 Honey 
Lane, Waltham Abbey, Essex. 



EACH OF THESE LITTLE BOOKS consists of 
ten duplicated pages of drawings of coat-of-arms, 
stapled together with an introductory page explain- 
ing the basic terms used in heraldry, and a decora- 
tive front cover. On each page are three coats to 
colour in, and a paragraph with each giving its pro- 
per heraldic description, a translation in modzrn 
English, and some information about the coat's 
owner. All are connected with Waltham Abbey in 
some way, although some are of wider interest. 

Ones (or more) of these would be an inexpensive 
gift for a child who is keen on heraldry or on colour- 
ing for its own sake. Crayons would probably be 
more suitable than paint, as the paper is rather ab- 
sorbent. Also, the quality of the reproduction can 
vary, and the text seems a little difficult in places. 
However, the series is an imaginative venture and 
one wishes i t  all success. 

Excavations in Sewer Lane, Hull, 1974, by Peter 
Armstrong. East Riding Archaeological Society. 82 
pp, 30 figs, 4 pl. Price £1 + 30p postage from J U 
Hicks, 26 Redlands Drive, Kirk Ella, Hull. 

THIS REPORT on a small excavation within ihe 
medieval walled town of Kingston-upon-Hull will be 
of interest to L.A. readers primarily for its section on 
the finds and environmental evidence. The pottery 
report, although slightly old-fashioned, contains some 
useful Dutch and French imports ,and there is a 
significant report on a large group of 16th ceniury 
shoes. Dorian William's discussion of the plant re- 
mains is valuable for the evidence it presents on ~ h c  
plants grown in a late medieval garden. The presenr- 
ation is attractive and the price very reasonable. 

CLIVE ORTON 

ATREBATIG COINS FROM THE THAMES TREASURE HUNTINQ; 

I N  THE SUMMERS of 1976 and 77, silver coins were 
found on the banks of the Thames in the vicinity ,of 
Erentford and Kew (c. TQ17NE - TQ27NW). The coins 
were found by metal detectors and lthe quant~ty  found is 
unknown since many have been sold without any record. 
Those that are known incluce 5 silver coins of Verica, 

cr CCJlllS identified as Mack 115, 118, 120, 123. 128; 3 silv- 
of Epillus, identified as Mack 108. 107; a silver coin of 
Caralla identified as Mack 265; and a silver minim of 
3.5g, ob. CARA, rev. PEGASUS. All are in the posses- 
sion of and have been identified by Mr H Mossop of 
South Humberside. 

One of these coins is particularly interesting. It  is a 
coin of Verica (Mack 120) which gives an unrecorcled 
reverse; the details of this coin are published in Senhy 
Coin and Medal Bulletin, March 1977. 

The coins are of especial archaeological interest, since 
coins of the Atrebates found this far east are extremely 
rare. I am concerned that the existence, location and de- 
tails of thesc coins is often not recorded. Since they are 
often of considerable monetary value it is not surprising 
that archaeologists are seldom informed, but I would like 
to strcss that we would be very grateful just to be in- 
formed of their existence. Similar coins may be found 
in other reaches of the Thames so please could anyone 
who finds of knows of such finds contact their local 
archaeologist or museum. 

ANNIE ROBINSON 

South West London Team, 
21 Harbut Road. 
London, 
F.W.11. 

GROMATICUS once again (Vol. 3, No. 5) quite rightly 
bemoans the damage which can be done by treasure 
hunters, not least by the fact that museums rarely gct to 
hear of what the treasure hunter finds. 

It  seems to me  that the blame for this should in many 
cases lie with the museum for failing to provide the sort 
of friendly approachable image that would encourage an 
interested member of the public to come forward. In my 
own experience I have twice recently visited a prestigious 
new museum not far from St Paul's Cathedral with a finrl 
in my pocket only to be turned away at the reception the 
first time and kept waiting for ten minutes the second 
time to be honoured with a hurried glance from "the 
expert" and a "yes it's quite nice: do  come back if you 
find anything else". You may be quite certain that a yount: 
teenager in particular, who could so easily be persuade? 
to become a museum's most vigilant ally will not come 
back if greeted like this. Of course what he brings in, as 
in my case, is not likely to be a museum piece, but that 
misses the point entirely. Museums should take a much 
more active lead in establishing a mutual trust and friend- 
ship beween the "two sides" as only then will the trea- 
sure hunters be persuaded that it is worthwhile to divulge 
their information and finds and to steer clear of protected 
and important sites. 

THOMAS LLOYD 

174 Wandsworth Bridge Road, 
London. S.W.6. 


