
EACH OF THESE LITTLE BOOKS consists of 
ten duplicated pages of drawings of coat-of-arms, 
stapled together with an introductory page explain- 
ing the basic terms used in heraldry, and a decora- 
tive front cover. On each page are three coats to 
colour in, and a paragraph with each giving its pro- 
per heraldic description, a translation in modzrn 
English, and some information about the coat's 
owner. All are connected with Waltham Abbey in 
some way, although some are of wider interest. 

Ones (or more) of these would be an inexpensive 
gift for a child who is keen on heraldry or on colour- 
ing for its own sake. Crayons would probably be 
more suitable than paint, as the paper is rather ab- 
sorbent. Also, the quality of the reproduction can 
vary, and the text seems a little difficult in places. 
However, the series is an imaginative venture and 
one wishes i t  all success. 

Excavations in Sewer Lane, Hull, 1974, by Peter 
Armstrong. East Riding Archaeological Society. 82 
pp, 30 figs, 4 pl. Price £1 + 30p postage from J U 
Hicks, 26 Redlands Drive, Kirk Ella, Hull. 

THIS REPORT on a small excavation within ihe 
medieval walled town of Kingston-upon-Hull will be 
of interest to L.A. readers primarily for its section on 
the finds and environmental evidence. The pottery 
report, although slightly old-fashioned, contains some 
useful Dutch and French imports ,and there is a 
significant report on a large group of 16th ceniury 
shoes. Dorian William's discussion of the plant re- 
mains is valuable for the evidence it presents on ~ h c  
plants grown in a late medieval garden. The presenr- 
ation is attractive and the price very reasonable. 

CLIVE ORTON 

ATREBATIG COINS FROM THE THAMES TREASURE HUNTINQ; 

I N  THE SUMMERS of 1976 and 77, silver coins were 
found on the banks of the Thames in the vicinity ,of 
Erentford and Kew (c. TQ17NE - TQ27NW). The coins 
were found by metal detectors and lthe quant~ty  found is 
unknown since many have been sold without any record. 
Those that are known incluce 5 silver coins of Verica, 

cr CCJlllS identified as Mack 115, 118, 120, 123. 128; 3 silv- 
of Epillus, identified as Mack 108. 107; a silver coin of 
Caralla identified as Mack 265; and a silver minim of 
3.5g, ob. CARA, rev. PEGASUS. All are in the posses- 
sion of and have been identified by Mr H Mossop of 
South Humberside. 

One of these coins is particularly interesting. It  is a 
coin of Verica (Mack 120) which gives an unrecorcled 
reverse; the details of this coin are published in Senhy 
Coin and Medal Bulletin, March 1977. 

The coins are of especial archaeological interest, since 
coins of the Atrebates found this far east are extremely 
rare. I am concerned that the existence, location and de- 
tails of thesc coins is often not recorded. Since they are 
often of considerable monetary value it is not surprising 
that archaeologists are seldom informed, but I would like 
to strcss that we would be very grateful just to be in- 
formed of their existence. Similar coins may be found 
in other reaches of the Thames so please could anyone 
who finds of knows of such finds contact their local 
archaeologist or museum. 

ANNIE ROBINSON 

South West London Team, 
21 Harbut Road. 
London, 
F.W.11. 

GROMATICUS once again (Vol. 3, No. 5) quite rightly 
bemoans the damage which can be done by treasure 
hunters, not least by the fact that museums rarely gct to 
hear of what the treasure hunter finds. 

It  seems to me  that the blame for this should in many 
cases lie with the museum for failing to provide the sort 
of friendly approachable image that would encourage an 
interested member of the public to come forward. In my 
own experience I have twice recently visited a prestigious 
new museum not far from St Paul's Cathedral with a finrl 
in my pocket only to be turned away at the reception the 
first time and kept waiting for ten minutes the second 
time to be honoured with a hurried glance from "the 
expert" and a "yes it's quite nice: do  come back if you 
find anything else". You may be quite certain that a yount: 
teenager in particular, who could so easily be persuade? 
to become a museum's most vigilant ally will not come 
back if greeted like this. Of course what he brings in, as 
in my case, is not likely to be a museum piece, but that 
misses the point entirely. Museums should take a much 
more active lead in establishing a mutual trust and friend- 
ship beween the "two sides" as only then will the trea- 
sure hunters be persuaded that it is worthwhile to divulge 
their information and finds and to steer clear of protected 
and important sites. 

THOMAS LLOYD 

174 Wandsworth Bridge Road, 
London. S.W.6. 


