
ecent Work 
in Lambeth 
THIS ARTICLE DESCRIBES recent archaeological 
work in Lambeth by the Southwark and Lambeth 
Archaeological Excavation Committee (S.L.A.E.C.). 
The addition of Lambeth to the title of the South- 
wark Archaeological Excavation Committee 
(S.A.E.C) in September 1976 formalised the com- 
mittee's responsibility for Lambeth. S.A.'E.C. had 
a history of work in the borough; conducting the 
excavation at 129 Lambeth High Street in 1973' and 
assisting the local society, the Southwark and Lam- 
beth Archaeological Society (S!L.A.S.) with their 
emergency work on the Vauxhall Pottery site in 
1972'. 

In 1971 the committee commissioned Donald 
Imber to prepare a documentary survey on Lam- 
beth's past, incorporating historical evidence with 
chance find spots and the results of previous arch- 
aeological work. This has now been completed and 
will, it is hoped, be published with the aid of a 
grant from the London Borough of 'Lambeth. The 
survey has over 200 entries which are linked to maps 
and range in date from the palaeolithic to the post- 
medieval period. 

The survey locates several settlements which 
should date back to the medieval period, though 
their earliest definite references are often in the 
17th century. Lambeth also had several manors with 
manor houses, though the latter are hard to fix 
exactly on the ground. The Roman period is repre- 
sented by chance finds and the lines of four roads 
which have been projected across the borough. Al- 
though definite evidence of all four roads is yet to be 
found, the existence of Stane Streetj and the London- 
Brighton Road4 can be rega~ded with greater certain- 
ty than the suggested road running from London 
Bridge to the 'Westminster river crossing5 and the 
westward continuation of Watling Street6 to the 
same river crossing. It is reasonable to expect some 
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Roman activity along these roads. The prehistoric 
period is represented 'by chance finds only. 

The documentary evidence, though extensive, is 
rarely precise as to location, and therefore more 
time has been spent on site watching than on excava- 
tion to attempt to define areas where archaeological 
levels do exist in the ground. To date some 75 re- 
development sites in the borough have been exam- 
ined and much topographical and geological infor- 
mation has been gathered, though little that so far 
can be directly related to the documentary survey. 
It is intended to prepare a report combining the 
results of site watching with the information from 
the Imber survey in order to define archaeological 
priority areas. The site watching will be continued 
for the immediate future at least. 

In addition to site watching, limited trial work 
has been carried out on three sites, and a little ex- 
cavation on a fourth, during redevelopment. In Sep- 
tember 1977 machine trial work was started on the 
Vauxhall Bridgefoot site at TQ 303 781 (site 1 on 
Fig. 1) to attempt to locate the medieval waterfront7, 
manor house8, and civil war fort9 known from docu- 
mentary sources. The trial work was abandoned 
because of the deep rubble fills and thick concrete 
foundation raft on the site, towards the river. Ex- 
tensive site watching has been planned for during 
redevelopment in 1979 and it is hoped that at least 
some of the structures known from documents will 
be located. S.L.A.E.C. has provided financial help 
and equipment to assist the local society (S.LA.S.) in 
their current excavation on the south-eastern corner 
of the site, away from the river, where elements of 
the 19th century Vauxhall Pottery are being exam- 
ined. 

In November 1977 two weekends were spent ex- 
cavating a small trench, 2.70m X 2m (8ft loin X 

6ft 7in), by hand on the Roupell StreetIHatfields 
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Fig. 1: Recent excavations in Lambeth. 

Key: I, Vauxhall Bridgefoot 
11, Roupell StreetIHatfields 
111, Finck Street 
IV, 20 Lower Marsh 

S.E.'l redevelopment site at TQ 3149 8043 (site I1 
on Fig. 1). Figures 2 and 3 show respectively the 
location of the trendh and the east section with ex- 
cavated deposits. Layer 1 was fibrous peat, between 
c. -0.12m O.D. and c. +.33m O.D., overlying 
gravels. Layer 1 and the lays 2 and 3 produced no 
finds and represent a build up over the floodplain 
gravels. Seeds and insects were extracted from a 
preliminary sample of the peat, layer 1, and moving 
water was suggested by the presence of Gypsy-wort, 
water plantain, water soldier, and water buttercup. 
Alder and yellow sedge would have colonised the 
damp areas near the waters edge while surrounding 
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open woodland and grassland were suggesed by 
woody nightshade, St John's wort, elderberry, black- 
berry and the stiliging nettle. 

The insect fauna complement the plant species 
and include the Dor beetle, dung beetles and Oloph- 
rum fuscunz which feed on animal manure and 
decaying vegetation. Also present were Hydrothassa 
sp. which lives on damp waterside vegetation and 
Notaris acriduius which feeds on Cyperaceae (sedges, 
rushes etc.). 

Further colun~n sampling would provide evidence 
of sequential vegetation change and would add in- 
formation to the prehistoric environment of Lam- 
beth. 

Layers 4 1  8 contained a sequence of post-medieval 
pottery still to be studied. Layer 5 was a disturbed 
area associated with the underlying wood-possibly 
a tree root. 

The third site where trial trenching has been 
undertaken was at Finck Street. S.E.l, north of Up- 
per 'lMarsh at TQ 309 795 (site I11 on Fig. 1). A 
series of trenches were machine excavated across the 
site on a north-south axis to investigate whether the 
westward continuation of Watling Street did cross 
the site. No evidence of Roman levels or act- 
ivity was found and it seems safe to infer that the 
road did not cross this site. The edge of the high 
ground was located at the south end of the 
site where the surface of the natural gravels was at 
c. + 1.50m O.D., sloping down to the north 
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Fig. 2: Roupell Street/Hatfields. Location of 

excavated trench aud published section A-B (Fig. 3) 
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Fig. 3: Roupell Street/Hatfields. Section A-E 

where they lie at below ordnance datum. At the found. Fig. 4 is looking east and shows the north end 
south end of the site the badly robbed foundation of the stone, chalk and tile east foundation wall, 
courses of the north-east corner of a building were with the robbed north wall pointing towards the 
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Borough of Lambeth which has provided financial 
backing through the Amenity Services Committee 
and day to day help through its officers in the 
Directorate of Development Services, and thanks are 
also due to the staff of the 'Minet Library for help 
in using the documentary records. John Sutcliffe, 
Lambeth Development Services representative on 
S.L.A.E.C. and Ted Dain, Lambeth representative 
on the same committec, have both done much to 
smooth the work. Assistance has also been received 
from G.L.C. officials in the Housing a id  I.L.E.A. 
Architects Departments. 

The work has been carried out by the staff and 
volunteers of S.L.A.E.C., notably Rose Baillie, Ali- 
son Bristow, Ted Dain, [Martin Dean, Eric Ferretti, 
Dave Jones, Richard 'Lock, and Brian Yule. Figures 
1-3 were drawn up by Eric Ferretti and Laura 
Schaaf with Pat Townend, and the photographs 
were by John Earp. The environmental analysis of 
the Roupell StreetIHatfields peat was co-ordinated 
and compiled by Mrs. A. Locker, and the insects 
and seeds were identified res~ectivelv bv Miss M. 

Fig. 4: Chalk, rag and tile wall foundation at Finck Girling and Miss P. J. paradhe. E. L .  ~ o w a r d  of 
Street site. Scale: vertical in cm and IOcin divkions, Abbott Howard, R.  Spence of Shankland Cgx 

horizontal in 50cm divisions. Partnership, J McMurray of the Valuation and 
(Photo: John Earp) Estates Dept., G.L.C., D. G. Hiscox of St Thomas' 

Hospital Estate, and G. Gibberd of Building Pro- 
camera. No dating evidence was found in the rob- duct Desigll Associates provided helpful access to 
bing, though the wall itself produced a bodysherd 
that could well be Tudor in date. Other features on 
the site included two shallow gullies and a ditch, all 
perhaps of late medieval date though the finds have 
ye1 to be worked on. The excavation at Fincl< Street 
will be published, it is hoped, in a forthcoming Joint 
Publication of the London and Middlesex Archaeo- 
logical Society and the Surrey Archaeological 
Society. 

The fourth site where excavation has taken place 
was at 20 Lower (Marsh, S.E.I. at TQ 310'8 7965 
(site 1V on Fig. 'l) where the occupier invited 
S.L.A.EC to investigate brick structure with a 
domed roof (Fig. 5) that was discovered during 
refurbishment under the rear of the premises. The 
structure was drawn and photographed and limited 
excavation showed it to be the truncated remains of 
a 19th century 'brcad oven. The premises can be 
shown to have been occupied by a baker in the last 
ccntury from entries in trade directories. 

Future excavation is intended in the Westminster 
Bridne Road area with the s~ecific intention of 
loca& the Roman road from' London Bridge to Fig. 5: Brick donled roof, brick walls and tile floor 
the Westminster river crossing. a.f bread oven at 20 Lower Marsh. Scale in cm and 

lOcm divisions 
The work has been greatly assisted by the London (Photo: John Earp) 


