
At Last 
THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS 
gical Areas Act 1979 received the 

and Archaeolo- 
Roval Assent on 

April 4, its passage through the ~ o m & n s  after the 
defeat of the Government in the confidence debate 
being an impressive display of Parliamentary speed. 
Despite jibes that an Ancient Monuments Act was a 
fitting finale for the Labour Government (a point on 
which Gromaticus refuses to be drawn), we offer our 
congratulations to all (of all parties) who were 
concerned. 

The Act follows fairly closely the proposals 
published in 1977 (see Commentary in Vol. 
3, No. 2, 30). Parts I land 111 of the Act tidy and 
bring up to date a hotch-potch of earlier legislation 
on the scheduling and guardianship of ancient mon- 
uments, and related matters. A new offence of using 
a metal detector without written permission on the 
site of protected monuments or within areas of 
archaeological importance (see below) is created. 

'Piart I1 allows the Secretary of State or local 
authorities (subject to his confirmation) to designate 
areas of archaeological importance. Within a desig- 
nated area anyone proposing to carry out operations 
which would disturb the ground must allow the 
duly appointed archaeological body (the investi- 
gating authority) to inspect the site and, if it re- 
quires, excavate for a period of up to 4+ months. 

This part is only enabling legislation: we are told 
that designation will be a gradual process, concen- 
trating on certain historic urban centres. When and 
where will we see the first area of archaeological 
importance? The Act does not imply that there 
will be an increase in the resources available for 
rescue archaeology, so we could see an investigat- 

ing authority with the legal right to excavate a site 
but no money to do so. Voluntary agreements will 
continue to be of great importance, and relation- 
ships painstakingly built up with developers should 
not be jeopardised by heavy-handed use of the Act 
as a threat. While the Act is to be welcomed, it is 
only a small, though significant, step on the road 
to adequate legal and financial provision for arch- 
aeology. How about la (say) 1 per cent levy on 
development costs to pay for proper implementa- 
tion of the Act? 

Two new magazines 
THE PUBLICATION of a new archaeological 
magazine is a rare enough event: the arrival of 
two on Gromaticus' desk within a few weeks is un- 
precedented. First came London's Industrial Arch- 
aeology, a logical extension of the activities of the 
Greater London Industrial Archaeology Society as 
it moves into its second decade. Issue No l costs 
80p (free to members) and publication will initially 
be annual, perhaps increasing in frequency if the 
flow of publications requires it. Soon after came 
Popular Archaeology, a venture into a new field by 
Model & Allied Publications Ltd, remembered with 
affection by Gromaticus from the days when he read 
Mode1 Maker and Model Railways. This magazine 
will cost 65p a copy (available from bookstalls) or 
£10 for an annual subscription. It  will be very in- 
teresting to see the direction it takes under the 
editorship oE Magnus Magnusson. If it gives the 
vaguely interested general public a better under- 
standing of what archaeology is about, it will be 
performing a great service. Both will be reviewed in 
future issues of the L.A., but meanwhile welcome to 
the scene. 

AGM of the Lon on Archaeologist 
THE TENTH A.G.M. of the London Archaeoiogisf 
was held on May 18 at the Museum of London. 
The following officers were elected:- Editor, Clive 
Orton; Assistant 'Editors, 'Rhoda Edwards and Beth 
Richardson; Secretary, Nesta Caiger; Advertising 
and Promotion, Betsey Kentish; Subscriptions, Sheila 
Broomfield; Managing 'Editor, Nicholas Farrant - 
and one auditor was elected. Representatives to 
serve on the Publication Committee were elected 
from the following Societies: City of London, Hen- 
don and District and London and Middlesex. Be- 

cause of the lack of candidates, three places for locaI 
society representatives were left unfilled, land there 
is also one vacancy for an auditor. The accounts 
showed a surplus on the year of about £600, follow- 
ing the recent price increase. Of this amount, £200 
has beeen used to clear the LA.'s accumulated defi- 
cit, and £400 has been transferred to a Price Stab- 
ility Reserve, to enable the price of the L.A. to be 
kept at its present level for as long as possible. Fol- 
lowing the close of business, Denis Smith spoke on 
"Industrial Archaeology". 


