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The Batsford Guide to the Industrial Archaeology 
of South-East England: Kent, Surrey, Sussex, by A. 
J. Haselfoot. Batsford, 1978. 152pp. 65 photographs, 
paperback f3.95. 
THIS CRISP LOOKING VOLUME comes in 
Batsford's new IA series, promised to the cover the 
British Isles, under the general editorship of Keith 
Falconer of the National Industrial Monuments Sur- 
vey. It sets out to cover the three historic counties to 
the South and South-East of Greater London. Fol- 
lowing a short introduction the book is organised as 
four lists under the modern administrative counties. 
Unfortunately it does little else than list, and des- 
cribe, a very uneven selection of some 573 sites in- 
cluded in the gazetteers. Like so many books on in- 
dustrial archaeology it falls into a pit dug by the im- 
precise definition of its subject. Where does IA begin 
and end, and how much minutille can be included? 

I must say that I learnt a lot from reading the 
gazetteers and there is a wealth of material pre- 
sented which will be of value to anyone seeking out 
the relics of the recent past in the region. It  is prob- 
ably undesirable to make such lists comprehensive 
but these however lack consistency, and often con- 
tain rather minor items, while ignoring more import- 
ant companions. Mile posts, horse-gins and wheels 
are well represented, and even light fittings creep in, 
but oast houses, harbours, ports or dockyards are 
missed lor example. The 19th century hop oast house 
is the most conspicuous industrial agricultural build- 
ing of Kent and East Sussex. While it would be 
clearly impossible to include all oast houses, I only 
count some five entries and the introduction skirts 
the issue of their date and function. This is a major 
omission. Further Kentish examples can suffice. 
Dover has a dock crane and a pier but no great 
harbour, Sheerness and Chatham have boat stores 
without their parent dockyards, and Rochester an 
item meant for Strood. Conversely the little Fort at 
Gravesend could be omitted as the m a j x  fortifica- 
tions of the region are not given a place elsewhere. 

If you are a serious industrial archaeologist you 
will be disappointed with the standard set by this 
guide. The entries are far too imprecise in some 
cases and could have usefully been extended in 
others. Descriptions such as "fine old tithe barn" or 
"some pleasant old cast-iron lamp standards on the 
railings" rather give the game away. Nevertheless, I 
do not wish to give the impression that John Hasel- 
foot has wasted his time, for he has not. Pioneers 
can lose their way in the sand. Use this book to take 
you to places and objects you never thought existed 

in the secretive South-East. 
As a postscript I note Kenneth Major's Fieldwork 

in Industrial Archaeology 1975, and a Batsford's 
paperback uniform with the above (see review L A  
Vol. 3, No. 1, 26) is now at the Booksmith (next 
Centre Point) for £1.40. 

JOHN ASHDOWN 

Basketry Technology, by J. M. Adovasio, Aldine 
Manuals on  Archaeology (1977). £8.95 

OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES archaeologists 
dealing with objects (rather than sites) have been 
increasingly concerned that attempts to interpret 
specimens by relating them to typologies of form 
and decoration havc bccn ovcr-cmphasized at thc 
expense of other methods of analysis. Of primary 
importance amongst these is the study of techniques 
and processes of manufacture, a field pioneered, 
amongst others by Henry Hodges. His well-known 
book Artifacts was published as long ago as 1964, 
and it is sobering to consider that for many classes 
of archaeological material it remains the best general 
reading available. 

'There are a number of reasons for the slow pro- 
gress in this field. Foremost among which must be 
the difficulty of finding an appropriate vocabulary 
for describing both the structure of obiects and the 
processes by which they were made. This problem 
has undoubtedly been exacerbated in Britain because 
the majority of archaeological finds continue to be 
published in small numbers in appendices to excava- 
tion reports, an inappropriate place to describe 
methods of analysis or new schemes of terminology. 

I mention all this to explain my pleasure at dis- 
covering a whole hook concerned with the analysis 
and description of a particularly complex type of 
find, a book which covcrs its subjcct so comprc- 
hensively and clearly that I would go as far as saying 
J. M. Adovasio's Basketry Technolopv is the best 
treatise of this sort that I have seen. In its 182 A4 
size pages Mr. Adovasio outlines the process of de- 
ciphering basketry remains from recovery and con- 
servation and continuing through the analytical pro- 
cedures, including methods of measurement and the 
use of data sheets, to the final publication; the book 
ends with a model report. The text is remarkably 
readable (for an American publication) and is much 
enhanced by some splendid line drawings, although 
some of the photography is amateurish and is marred 
bv ugly scales. I t  is gratifying to find a summary 
of previous analytical studies of basketry although 
the author advocates taxonomic systems with 



little or no reference to their sources or to alterna- 
tive systems, and without giving reasons for his 
preferences. In fairness however it must be said dis- 
cussions along these lines might confuse the issue in 
what is after all a very complicated class of object 
to describe adequately and there can be no doubt 
that after wrestling with his subject for eight years, 
Mr. Adovasio has gained a masterly understanding 
of his material and has produced a work of a high 
order of scholarship. 

According to the author, the importance of 
basketry ("one of the oldest non-lithic crafts") is 
that "no two populations appear to have ever manu- 
factured basketry in precisely the same fashion", 
enabling those who study it properly to gain "a 
wealth of information on the prehistoric population 
that produced it". In view of this, Mr. Adovasio does 
well to remind non-Americans of its potential value 
by broadening the scope of his book beyond the 
products of the American Indians with which he 
has been primarily concerned. Basketry remains are 
not common in Britain although they are sometimes 
found in waterlogged deposits as impressions, and 
it is clear from this work that careful excavation and 
study of them will repay dividends. 

My congratulations to the author for producing 
what will surely be the definitive work on this sub- 
ject for some time and must also be extended to 
the publishers who, by format, lay-out and varying 
type-face, have ensured that otherwise-dry technical 
information has been presented in an attractive and 
readily-digestible form; a luxury which has not been 
invalidated by an outrageous price. I look forward 
to more publications in this series. 

MICHAEL RHODES 

History of Carshalton, by G. B. Brightling. 
Sutton Libraries and Arts Services, 1978 (reprint of 
1882 edition). 128pp., 7 pl., index. £2.70. 
AT PIRST SIGHT the choice of this book, which in 
its first edition is nearly 120 years old, for the highly 
successful series of publications by Sutton Libraries, 
is little short of amazing. Surely we htsve learnt 
something about Carshalton in the last 100 years? 
and surely something has happened, too, that should 
be recorded in a local history? The answer is, of 
course, that one buys this book, not for its informa- 
tion (one-third is devoted to tombs in the Church 
and Yard, for example) but for its ethos. We read it, 
not to find out about Carshalton, but to find out 
about mid-Victorian small town attitudes to local 
history. A few examples will give some of the flav- 
our. The author is variously described in the text as 
Churchwarden, Agent for the Royal Insurance 
Company and the Guardian Plate Glass Company, 
Chlairman of the 468th Starr-Bowkett Building 
Society, Charity Trustee and overseer for the Parish, 

and Trustee of a local school. Publication was sup- 
ported by fifteen pages of advertisements for local 
establishments, where the local tailor describes him- 
self as "Accoutrement Fitter to the Third Surrey 
Rifle Volunteers", the "Instantaneous Photographer" 
sells "Carte de Visite from 5s per dozen", and so on. 
The author cle~srly has a weakness for local dog- 
gerel, which occupies several pages and is full of 
such gems as: 

And now for the village, and all that is in it, 
A descriptive description, I'm going to begin it. 

In short, this book can be read as an illustration 
of attitudes of an era and way of life that has gone 
for ever, but it clan no longer be read as local 
history. Provided that is kept in mind, one can 
settle down and enjoy it. 

C L I W  ORTON 
Brentford and Chiswick As It Was. A selection of 
Victorian and Edwardian photographs compiled and 
annotated by Brentford and Chiswick Local Society 
and Houslow Libnsry Services. 73 monochrome 
photographs. £1.80. 

Brentford and ~Chiswick as it was. 
Brentford and Chiswiclc as it were. 
Brentford and Chiswick as they was. 
Brentford and Chiswick as they were. 

WHICHEVER it is/was/were it is a case of "Fangs 
for the memory" for today Brentford is a castellated 
conurbation upon which (a demoniacal dentist has 
been at work (which at least has enabled arch- 
aeology to take place in the empty sockets). Chis- 
wick too has its false teeth and gold fillings, but they 
present a more even countenance to tlhe eye, apart 
from the inevitable canine office block. 

I think I will choose to be fascinated as " . . . 
the visual memories of a vanished way of life 
should please the elderly and fascinate the young", 
as indeed does the cover picture showing an early 
street market at Kew Bridge which " . . . shows the 
congestion this caused". The kews (sorry) of horse 
drawn juggernauts champing at the bit and pawing 
the ground ready for a quick getaway from the 
lights, whilst bowler hatted men engage in idle con- 
versation in the middle of the road oblivious to the 
sounds of clinking harnesses. Not quite the same as 
when trying to drive to work on a Sunday morning 
when one is awtare that the Piano Museum, the 
Steam Museum and the Sunday Market are open! 

Picture No 23 shows that once Brentford sup- 
ported a theatre "open every evening' and with all 
those pubs surely inflation had not yet bccn in- 
vented. Fascinating too the sight of the cargo of a 
barge being unloaded into (a horse and cart which 
itself is in the river (46) and the scenes of the con- 
struction of Brentford Market reminiscent of a 
contemporary archaeological dig (30). 



Incongruous though, the sight of a navy destroyer 
being built on the Thames in down town Chiswick 
(42) or the public exhumation of an Italian poet (45). 

Like a Giles cartoon, the more you look, the more 
you see, but I feel that the standard of reproduction 
is not quite as good as in Hounslow As It Was but 
whether this is because of the printing process or 
lack of detail in the originals, one is denied the 
pleasure of discovery with a magnifying glass with 
some pictures, for which the publication loses one 
team point, but otherwise, thank you, and now, 
volume II? MIIKjE COTTON 

Medieval Pottery, by Jeremy Haslam. Shire 
Archaeology Series, 1978. 64pp, 29 figs, Spl, £1.25. 
AMAZINGILY, this is the only comprehensive ac- 
count of English pottery of the period 850-1500 A.D. 
available, and as such is greatly to be welcomed. 
Earlier works have been restricted in scope, either to 
a period, region or special viewpoint within the 
broad prospect of medieval pottery. After a brief in- 
troduction, four chapters cover Saxo-Norman pot- 
tery, Medieval pottery, Oxford and London, #other 
regional types, and the author finishes with half a 
page about kilns, a list of museums with useful col- 
lections and a short reading list. One could quibble 
with details in places, but it is surprising how much 
up-to-date information has been packed into twenty 
pages. 

Just over half the book is devoted to illustrations 
which, as Haslam himself suggests, are the real core 
of the book. Cert~inly we can see the characteristics 
of the principal types produced at the major centres 
throughout the period, even if we are still left iwith 
the problem of relating our miserable sherds to the 
whole pots shown here. Still, 500 whole pot drawings 
for £1.25 can't be ibad, and this book will be invalu- 
able to anyone with an interest in medieval pottery. 

CLIVE ORTON 

A Guide to London's Churches, by Mervyn 
Blatch. Constable. 434pp, 121 figs and 13 maps, 
£4.50. 

TOPOGRAPHY OF NORTH LAMBETH 
IN A FOOTNOTE to t h e ~ r  most interesting article on 
the topography of North Lambeth (L.A., Spring 1979), 
Robin Densem and ~\ndrew D o g e  state that the first docu- 
mentary reference to Lambeth Marsh is from the post- 
medieval period. T would like to suggest that this is not 
strictly correct. 

Place-names of Surrey (page 22) records that Lambythe- 
marsh is mentioned in a Foot of Fine of 1377. Further- 
more, in the Lay Subsidy Return of 1332 (Surrey Record 
Society, Surrey Taxtrtion Rclwns,  al), four taxpayers are 

THERE has long been a need for an up-to-date 
guide to London's churches, which was informative 
with plenty of illustrations and location maps, easy 
to use 'and easy on the pocket (small enough to go 
into one, and priced so as not to empty another). 
This vital combination of tattractions has been admir- 
ably achieved by Mr Blatch in this excellent Con- 
stable guide, which I am sure will become a necessity 
to the ardent lover and explorer of our London 
churches. The book deals with the eleven inner Lon- 
don Boroughs formed in 1965, plus the Cities of 
London and Westminster, starting with the multitude 
of City churches and expanding into the other dist- 
ricts. Information on each church has a format simi- 
lar in many Tespects to that found in the RCHM 
volume for London (the City) published in 1929, 
starting with the dedication and history, then Inmlng 
on to exterior and interior interests, followed by in- 
formation on furnishings, monuments and the 
churches associations, leading finally to the build- 
ing's present day usage. 

All the way through the information is presented 
in a light and popular manner, but with due regard 
to those folk who require architectural information 
or historical association; bearing in mind the limits 
imposed by the format of the book, and its very 
nature as a guide. Although Mr 'Blatch has not in- 
cluded every church from the various areas, he has 
presented a good cross-section of the buildings that 
can be seen and admired, and in doing so has high- 
lighted them, and shown that not only are they places 
to worship in, but places to visit for their own sake, 
and above all to enjoy. ALAN THOMPSON 

Current Journal 
THE RECENTLY ISSUED Volume 12 of Post- 
Meclieval Archaeology, sent to subscribers for 1978, 
contains Pryor and Blockley's detailed report on a 
Seventeenth Century Kiln Site at Woolwich. (LA 
Vol. 3 ,  No. 6, 153). Membership enquiries to A. H. 
Storey, 62 Bynghams, Harlow, or offprint enquiries 
to F. Andrews, Glebe House, Thornley, Durham. 

JOHN ASHDOWN 

named under he heading Mariscum Episcopa which could 
be a further reference to the same settlement and, under 
the Villata de Larnhuth' ct Kenitone, one Semail de 
Marisco is named. 

There is, it seems, at least some documentary evidence 
to support Densem and Doige's proposal (fig. 1) that 
there was a mediaval settlement of sorts at Lambeth 
Marsh. D. J. TURNER 
21 Evesham Road 
Reigate 
Surrey 


