
Excavation Round - Up 1979 

EXCAVATIONS ARE LISTED according to the London 
Borough or County in which they took place. Each is fol- 
lowed by a grid reference, the name of the society or Unit 
responsible for the excavation, and name of the director. 
WC and WMC indicate that work continues or may con- 
tinue into 1980. The words "No Excavation" by a borough 
indicates that as far as the editor is aware no excavation 
has taken place in the year in question, but it should be 
remembered that much valuable site-watching and archive 
work may have gone on. 

The assistance of the directors and others who supplied 
the material from which this list was compiled is gratefully 
acknqwledged. The editor would like to hear of any 
omissions. 

CITY 
All Dept. of Urban Archaeology, Museum of London. 

GPO, Newgate Street. TQ 3204 8135 South End (S. 
Roskams). Excavations in the S of this site have now been 
completed. The first signs of activity are represented by a 
fragment of a circular hut bounded by a ditch to the N. 
Dating to the 50's AD.,  it may antedate the setting 
out of the Roman Street to the S. There are fragmen- 
tary traces of quarrying of the natural brick-earth 
further N on the site. Eventually two rectangular 
and several probably circular structures were built, align- 
ing with the Roman Street and destroyed by fire, probably 
in the Boudiccan revolt. After a lull in activity, substantial 
industrial buildings were placed on the site in an extensive 
late-Flavian development, accompanied by a huge brick- 
earth quarry with secondary organic backfill to the NE. 
The sequence above this has been described in previous 
round-ups. 

West Central area (P. Allen, I. Blair, J. Burke-Easton, 
M. Lee, C. Midgley and J. Norton). Early Roman activity 
in the form of intercutting pits for rubbish and brickearth 
extraction to the E,  and a sequence on the W following 
the pattern established during earlier excavations to the 
rear of the properties fronting on to Newgate Street (see 
Excavation Round-up 1978) was sealed by a thick deposit 
of dark silts covering the whole area. A series of hearths, 
mostly of tile and brickearth construction, were concen- 
trated in three separate areas of the site during the early 
medieval period, the W group p ~ o b a b l ~  being associated 
with a flimsy structure. These were followed on the E 
side by a series of large rubbish pits mostly of 13th c 
date, and by fragmentary remains of a building with chalk 
and ragstone foundations and associated with a chalk-lined 
well and cess pits to the W, the contemporary differences 
in land use probably relating to property boundaries across 
the site. Immediately below the level of the Victorian base- 
ment, a substantial stone founded building covering an area 
of 12 X 10m (40 x 33ft) is provisionally dated to 14th c. 

Well Court. TQ 3238 8108 (D. Perring). A sequence of 
1st and 2nd c buildings fronting on to a Roman road have 
been examined. The earliest levels associated with the road 
await excavation but in its later stages the road was 
between 6 and 8m ((20-26ft) wide and aligned N-S. Traces 
of two major fire levels have been identified within the 
sequence of Roman deposits. Slots, postholes and stake- 
holes were cut into the debris of the second, possibly 
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Antonine, fire. These have not yet been dated. A deposit 
of dark earth, 0.35-0.50m (14-20in) thick, sealed these in- 
trusive features. Two ninth century walls of post in trench 
construction cut into the dark earth. They were probably 
associated with buildings which fronted on to Bow Lane, 
which forms the west limit of the ,site. An early surface 
of Bow Lane has been tentatively identified. The line of , 
Bow Lane converged on that of the Roman road 3m (loft) 
to its E. A series of sunken ovens were found within the 
buildings. One of these had a tile floor and a daubed tim- 
ber, beehive shaped, superstructure. Archeomagnetic 
samples were taken. Carbonised bread wheat grain was , 

found within two of these ovens. Chalk foundations of 
medieval walls cut into the Roman and Saxon levels. WC. 

Miles Lane. TQ 3284 8075 (L. M. B. Miller). A Roman 
building with timber terracing to the S was observed in 
construction trenches for a building in 1920. The remain- 
ing archaeology was sealed beneath the slab of the previous 
19th c building and this awaited an opportunity for exca- 
vation. The site was opened at the beginning of September 
1979 and was available, from Land Securities Ltd., for four 
months. The medieval layers were truncated by the 19th c 
slab but the bottoms of several Saxon pits survived. The 
building observed by Frank Lambert (Archueologiu, 71, 
62-72) in 1920 was found in two parts, with the N end 
being completely of tile and the S of dressed rag with tile 
courses, Floors of opus signinurn were found associa~ed 
with the N part but very patchy mortar floors with the 
southern. An eaves drip gully ran down the outside of the 
W wall bordering a gravel pavement. A drain ran down 
the other side of this pavement. A fragment of timber 
lined drain over 6ft deep was found to the S of Lhe 
building with plank and post sides and floor preserved 
below the water table. Of Hadrianic date, this cut through 
the timber terracing, which ran parallel with and S of the 
front of the building. The timber boxes formed were then 
packed with dumps of mortars and clays. When this is 
taken out the timbers should be preserved below the water 
table and provide a good early series for dendrochrono- 
logical analysis. WC. 

Mermaid Theatre. TQ 3182 8090 (P. Herbert). A small , 
excavation on the site of the N end of the Theatre and 
the adjacent Puddle Dock failed to find the Roman river- 
side city wall, which was found immediately to the E in 
1974-6. The wall must turn to the NW, as probably did 
Upper Thames Street, at this point. Timber baseplates for . 
a front and back braced revetment were found turning 
from the east side of the Dock, to form a frontage to the 
river, datable by dendrochronology to c. 1240. With this 
revetment were noted traces of buildings forming the first 
units of reclaimation S of Thames Street. 

Peninsular House. TQ 3295 3340 (G. Milne and P. 
Thompson) D.U.A. with C.O.L.A.S. The foundations of one 
of the five Roman masonry structures recorded on the 
site was found to cut first century dumps which overlay a 
well-preserved sequence of water-laid deposits of pre- 
Roman date. A series of occupation surfaces with possible 
hearths or ovens, presumably associated with early medi- 
eval timber buildings, was found in the E of the site, and 
a brick cellar floor adjacent to Pudding Lane was shown to 
have been damaged by a fire in the late 17th c. WC. 



Crosswall. TQ 3360 8100 (J. Maloney). See MOSAlC 
in Vol. 3, No. 13, 364. 
The trench for the 'bastion foundation cut through the V- 
shaped ditch which is associated with the construction of 
the Roman wall. The berm was about 2.7m (8ft 9in) wide, 
and the V-shaped ditch was 2.0m (6ft 6in) deep and some 
4.8m (15ft 9in) wide. Both the V-shaped ditch and the bast- 
ion were cut into by a ditch of medieval date. The V- 
shaped ditch was also recorded in another area but there 
~t was cut by a broad ditch of (?)  Roman date, the back- 
NI of which yielded a coin of c. 345-361 AD and part of 
a human skull. Bastion 4 was situated in this area and a 
dump of Roman building debris sealed by 17th c layers 
may be connected with its destruction. A token dated 1667 
was found in the gravel packing around a well, the backfill 
of which contained a substantial quantity of material asso- 
ciated with glass-making in the late 17thlearly 18th c. 
Each end of the Roman wall is defined by a brick ccss-pit 
of 18th c date and these are presumably indicative of post- 
medieval property boundaries. There is also evidence of 
horn-core features in both areas. 

St. Bsrts HospitalJ. TQ 3186 8152 (D. Bentley). See 
MOSAIC in Vol. 3, No. 13, 364. 

Bull Whar f .  TQ 3240 8075 (C. Milne). A watching brief 
conducted during the contractors' redevelopment of the site 
produced evidence of medieval and post-medieval river- 
front reclamation incorporating both front braced timber 
revetments and stone river walls. 

Holy Trinity Priory. (Mitre Square) TQ 3345 8102 (J. 
Schofield). Excavations on the W side of Mitre Square 
revealed foundations of the range on the W side of the 
cloister of Holy Trinity Priory (founded 1108). Provision- 
ally three main phases were identified: an initial building 
on the W side of the cloister, with burials to the S, some 
in chalk and mortar cists; a phase of adaptation at the 
time of new building to the S and E; and a third phase 
of later internal adaptation. Dating is scarce but it is sug- 
gested that the first phase is of the early 12th c, the second 
and third 14th c or later. Current work on the reconstruc- 
tion of the Priory (with R. Lea) indicates that the second 
phase foundations were the W end of the conventual 
church, probably including a tower, as shown in the 
Symons plan of 1592. Beneath the priory foundations lay 
disturbed levels of humic silt and evidence of small scaie 
digging for brickearth in the 1st and 2nd c. The watching- 
brief on this site produced evidence of the 17th c Aldgate 
potter, including wasters. 

Cutler Street. TQ 3340 8150 (S. 0"Connor-Thompson). At 
the former P.L.A.'s warehouses situated between Bishops- 
gate, Houndsditch and Middlesex Street, approximately 200 
sq m (2,000 sq ft) were excavated in plan and a watching 
brief was maintained on the remaining four acres. On the 
western of the two sites a number of human bones were 
recorded dating to the Roman period. Though no grave as 

: such was discovered, it seems probable that these represent 
part of the Roman cemetery that is known to have existed 
outside Bishopsgate from the 1st c. The Saxon and medi- 
eval periods are uniformly represented by a thick deposit 
of dark earth which was recorded throughout the whole 
site. The only notable medieval feature was a pond 
which had silted up by 1500 to become a dumping ground 
for a variety of rubbish including a number of 15th c 
shoes. During the 16th c and first half of the 17th c the 
site saw an increased amount of activity, though it is prob- 
ably safe to say that the land remained agricultural in its 
usage. By 1700 a large number of buildings had been erec- 
ted, of which substantial remains of at least 13 were re- 
corded. Wells were sunk and cess pits constructed. The 
debris from numerous small scale industries, e.g., clay-pipe 
making, bell-founding, glass making and horn working, was 

widespread. One industry whose function is as yet undeter- 
mined involved the use of pits lined with the bony cores 
of cattle horns; some dozen of these pits were found, vary- 
ing in size Prom 1-16 sq m (10-160 sq ft). 

22-25 Farringdon Street. TQ 3165 8134 (A. Thompson). 
An E facing section orientated W-E, cut by the contractor. 
revealed this probable E embankment of the River Fleet. 
This was associated on its E side with a ditch-like feature 
of which a width of c. 5m (16ft) was examined. This 
feature was probably man-made, although the limited evid- 
ence from the section may point to a natural linear feature 
connected with the river; only work on the environmental 
samples will clarify this. 

BARKING - N o  Excavation 

BARNET 
33 Church Street, Pinchley. TQ 2486 9059. Hendon & 

District Archaeological Society. (P. Musgrove). As a 
follow-up to the previous year's excavation in the grounds 
of the old rectory of St. Mary-at-Finchley, a trench was 
opened on this adjacent property. It  yielded some sherds 
01 medieval pottery and struck flakes and revealed the edge 
of a shallow depression cut into the natural clay; also the 
corner of a floor of sparse cobbles. WMC. 

BEXLEY - N o  Excavation 

BRENT - N o  Excavation 

BROMLEY 
7 Lower Road, St. Mary Cray. TQ 4704 6735. Orpington 

& District Archaeological Society. (M. Fisher). A pit 
underlying a Roman drying oven excavated by the Society 
in 1977178 was excavated and found to be 1.3m (4ft) in 
diameter and 1.3m deep. I t  contained several bovine horn 
cores and a quantity of large pottery sherds, one of which 
formed 213 of a Samian cup (Drag. 33) and was stamped 
PRISCINIM (provisionally dated A D  80-130). 

It was decided to take advantage of the still open drying- 
oven trench and conduct a tightly controlled excavation in 
which finds were recorded three-dimensionally. The aim of 
this excavation (directed by M. Fortune) was to help with 
work on pottery in St. Mary Cray, especially with local 
fabrics which are often hard to date. Processing of the 
finds is still in progress. 

12 Chelsfield Road, St. Mary Cray.  TQ 4717 6722. 
O.D.A.S. (H. Shave). A rescue excavation took place 200m 
(650ft) up  the slope from the drying oven. A quantity of 
Roman pottery was found, possibly the result of manuring. 

C A M D E N  
West  Heath, Hampstead. TQ 256 869. Hendon & District 

Archaeological Society. (D. Collins). Excavations continued 
on this rich Mesolithic site. A possible flued hearth un- 
covered. An extensive range of tool types continue to be 
excavated and included a very small core axe. WC. 

Euston Road. TQ 293 824. Inner London Archaeological 
Unit. (R. Whytehead). Excavation and site watching on the 
site of the medieval Tottenhall Manor House (Tottenham 
Court) at the junction of Euston Road and Tolmers Square 
revealed a stone garderobe pit containing 16th c deposits, 
together with yard surfaces and fragments of walls. There 
was a great deal of modern disturbance. 

C R O Y D O N  
Whitg i f t  Hospital, Croydon. TQ 323 656. Croydon Nat- 

uraI History & Scientific Society. (R. W. Savage). A small 
trench was dug beneath the hospital (built 159617) during 
renovations which revealed 3rd/4th c Romano-British occu- 
pation. Medieval pottery and two coins were also found, 
but no structures were located. WC. 



EALING - N o  Excavation 

ENFIELD 
Bull's Cross Ride, Enfield. TQ 344 999. Museum of 

London with West London Archaeological Field Group. (J. 
Cotton and A. Laws). Trial excavations carried out at the 
request of the D.O.E. on the line of Ermine Street proved 
largely inconclusive. Features uncovered were of geological 
rather than archaeological significance, although sherds of 
medieval pottery were recovered from the plough soil. 

53 Leighton Road, Enfield. TQ 339 955. Enfield Archae- 
ological Society. (R. Coxshall). See 1978 R.U. W.C. 

Cecil Road, Enfield. E.A.S. (G. W~lliams). This site 
in the area of the new market precinct (financed by 
Norwich Union) revealed a serles of medieval agricultural 
ditches and associated rubbish pits containing med~eval 
pottery in an area adjacent to the site of the Manor House/ 
Tudor Palace of Enfield. 

32 Upsdell Avenue, N.22. E.A.S. (J. Ivens and P. Armit- 
age). Excavations traced another row of 17th and 18th c 
longhorn cattle horncores which was 22m (70fl) long and 
8m (26ft) from the row described in Ex. Round-Up 1978. 
It  is now confirmed that they were used for land drainage. 

GREENWICH 
Eltham Palace. TQ 424 740. H. Woods for the D.O.E. 

Excavations were completed at Eltham Palace. The footings 
of Bishop Bek's Great Hall (1290) were found to continue 
under the later Great Hall to the south built by Edward IV 
in 1480. A cloister walk abutted the east side of Bek's Hall, 
suggesting that in Bek's day the Palace would have had a 
marked resemblance to Westminster Palace in Westminster's 
primary phase. 

HACKNEY - No Excavation 

HAMMERSMITH 
Fulham Pottery, New Kings Road, SW6 TQ 245761. Ful- 

ham & Hammersmith Historical Society, Archaeological 
Section. (C. Green). The final season of excavations at the 
late 17th to 20th c stoneware pottery site was conducted 
for the Department of the Environment. A large contribu- 
tion towards financing the excavation was made by Cap~tal  
& Counties Property Co. Ltd. Two areas were examined, 
one of which, though much disturbed, revealed a complex 
of 17th c kilns and one probable early to mid 18th c 
example. The other area provided a useful sequence of 17th 
c sandpits, a possible clay preparation tank, a working shed 
and associated soakaway. The 18th c was represented by a 
clay tank and its overflow sump, and a previously unsus- 
pected (?)  early 19th c kiln was located. 

Construction of a 7-storey office block is now well 
advanced, but observation of extensive contractors' excava- 
tions was possible beforehand. 

Sandford Manor, Rewell Street (New Kings Road), Ful- 
ham). TQ 2603 7708. Fulham Archaeological Rescue Group. 
(C. E. Oliver). Further excavation has revealed extensive 
destruction of natural brickearth for brick-production 
when house was re-bu~lt c. 1600's. The remains of brick 
clamps, showing as burnt red and black stains on the 
ground surface, show that the bricks were fired immedi- 
ately in front of the house (Archaeomagnetic dating being 
done by D.O.E.). Some bricks in situ where fired. No 
stratified medieval has been discovered probably due to 
its destruction when the briclcearth was extracted. WC. 

Parsons Green, Fulham. FARG. (K. R. Whitehouse). 
Examination of trench for gas pipeline, along E side of 
village green, revealed a handful of unrolled Roman pot- 
tery, several rims join, in a silty deposit. Possibly a ditch 
or pit? 

492-504 Fulham Road, Fulham Broadway. FARG. (K. 
R. Whitehouse). Examination of semi-derelict buildings 
prior to demolition, revealed evidence of timber-framed 
construction. Outwardly, buildings appear to be 18th c but 
No. 504 had remains of timber-framed walls with brick 
nogging. Buildings much altered but could possibly date 
to at least 16th/17th c? Photographic record taken by 
G.L.C. (Historic Building Div.). Site will be watched dur- 
ing redevelopment. 

Arundel House (site of), Fulham Road. FARG (K. R. 
Whitehouse). Examination of pipe trenches in Fulham 
Road/Kelvedon Road outside Kelvedon Mansions, re- 
vealed several small medieval sherds and the remains of 
three red-brick walls, one possibly Tudor. Almost certainly 
belonging to Arundel House, a mansion dating back to at 
least Tudor times, demolished in 1890's. Several bricks h 

were salvaged for examination. 

HARINGEY 
97 Southwood Lane, Highgate. Hendon & District Arch- 

aeological Society. (P. Venning). Rescue excavation of a ' 

sunken structure revealed domestic rubbish dated approx. 
1870 overlying a circular brick-lined chamber, 3m (loft) 
deep, 1.4m (4ft 6in) in diameter. It  had a cor'belled roof 
with a 52cm (20in) square opening at ground level and a 
flat brick floor on natural. The most probable explanation 
is a water cistern, but it could have been an ice-house or a 
brewery store. 

HARROW 
Grims Dyke. TQ 141 928. Inner London Archaeological 

Unit for the D.O.E. (R. Ellis). Excavations before the 
building of an extension to the Grims Dyke Hotel re- 
vealed a hearth from which it is hoped the Carbon 14 
analysis will producc a date for the construction of the 
earthwork. Two sherds of possibly early Iron Age pottery, 
probably residual, were found within the bank. 

Canon's Park, Edgware. TQ 184 917. Museum of London 
with West London Archaeological Field Group. (J. Cotton 
and A. Laws). A short period of trial work was carried 
out to investigate a spread of Roman tiles uncovered dur- 
ing drainage work. Alternating layers of tile and clay were 
found, apparently dumped on an old turf line. As many of 
the tiles were mis-fired, it would appear that they form 
part of a waster heap associated with tile manufacture. 
Initial augering of the immediate area indicates that the 
dump is extensive, while field walking in Canon's Park 
suggests the presence of further dumps, The site lies only 
a mile to the S of Brockley Hill, whose pottery products 
date to the late 1st and 2nd c. WC. 

Small Court, London Road, Marrow on the Hill. TQ 152 
868. Stanmore & Harrow Historical Society. (G. Salveson). 
The top of a domed structure was uncovered by gardening 
activities. Excavations rcvealed the dome and entrance pas- 
sage of an ice house which, as it dates 1780-1850, would 
seem to be associated with Harrow Park, a house built 
1790-1810 to replace the earlier sub-manor of Flambards. 
A second trench uncovered part of the driveway of Harrow 
Park and produced a few residual sherds. WC. 

HAVERING 
Moor Hall Farm, Rainham. TQ 545 820. Passmore 

Edwards Museum. (P. Greenwood). Excavations on this 
cropmark site have concentrated on the late Roman agri- 
cultural features to the W of the triple-ditched enclosure 
of the late Iron Agelearly Roman date which was partially 
excavated in 1977. A large number of ditches and struc- 
tural gullies associated with building material, two ovens 
and a number of large pits have been recorded and evid- 
ence for ploughing and milling has been recovered. WC. 



HILLINGDON 
Church Road, West Drayton. TQ 062 795. Museum of 

London with West London Archaeological Field Group. 
(J. Cotton and A. Laws). Excavations financed by the GLC 
to discover the whereabouts of the manor house built in 
the area by William Paget, Tudor statesman and diplomat, 
in the 1540's. Buildings belonging to the earlier manorial 
complex owned since before Domesday by the Canons of 
St. Pauls are also expected to lie in the vicinity. Initial 
work has revealed part of a Tudor and later drainage sys- 
tem and several walls thought to belong to the southern 
half of the Paget house. WC. 

Sipson Lane, Harlington. TQ 077 782. M.O.L. with 
W.L.A.F.G. (J. Cotton and A. Laws). Site watching and 
excavation in this projected 45 acre gravel extraction site 
have produced considerable evidence of Roman occupa- 
tion. Work is currently concentrated in an area of approx. 
2,800 sq m (30,000 sq ft) due to be obliterated in the next 
few months. Features uncovered so far include part of a 
probable field system of Roman date, and traces of possible 
Neolithic activity. WC. 

HOUNSLOW 
Brentford High Street. TQ 179 774. Museum of London 

with West London Archaeological Field Group. ,(J. Cotton 
and A. Laws). Trial work carried out on the old North 
Thames Gas site (Montgomery Wharf), which lies between 
Brentford High Street and the river Brent. A series of 
machine-cut trenches failcd to locale any archaeological 
strata earlier than the 18th or 19th c. The natural brick- 
earth, on which any occupation was expected to occur, was 
found to drop steeply away immediately S of the High 
Street, while the discovery of a thick grey clay-sand layer 
underlying the modern make-up suggests that much of the 
northern part of the site remained unusable marshland 
until its reclamation in the last century. Borehole date 
kindly supplied by the developer corroborate these obser- 
vations. 

ISLINGTON - No Excavation 

KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA - N o  Excavation 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES 
Guildhall Extension I1 to 15-17 High Street). Kingston 

Museum (M. Hinton). Two trenches excavated in advance 
of building work, January-March 1979. Circular brick struc- 
ture, probably base of an oven, located at W end of site: 
provisional date late 16th c Dump of pottery vessels, some 
wasters and many reconstructible, found just to the E. They 
are very s~milar to the Cheam red ware (see prevlous issue1 
and date to c. 1500. To the E a short length of wattle-work 
fencing or revetment, al~gned NE/SW, was recovered. Fur- 
ther E the roots and stumps of three trees were found. 

LAMBETH 
Streatham Common North, S.W.16. TQ 3029 71 11. 

Southwark & Lambeth Archaeological Excavation Com- 
mittee. (R. Densem). Removal of a recent cellar by con- 
tractors exposed a chalk-filled feature. Excavation sug- 
gested that it was a foundation, probably of post-medieval 
date. No indication of any connection with the 14th c 
Manor House. Colbrands, was found and the house may 
have been situated l00m (330ft) to the N W .  

Vauxhall Pottery. TQ 308 781. Southwark & Lambeth 
Archaeological Society. (Roy Edwards). The area under 
excavation shows the evolution of kilns known to have 
been used to fire stoneware, although much delft waste is 
also present. Rectangular red brick kilns, wood fired with 
a single flue, were in use in the late 18th c. Two kilns, 

2.5m (8ft) square, similar to a type used for brick mariu- 
facture, were superseded by a larger delft type kiln 4m 
(13ft) square, but wlth a new one of the small type along- 
side. In the 19th c, round multi-flue, coal-fired "bottle" 
kilns were developed. 

Hepworth Road, S.W.16. TQ 3044 7015. (R. Densem 
for S L.A.E.C.) Trial trenches were excavated on this re- 
development site to investigate the suggested line of the 
Roman London-Brighton Way. A machlne trench was cut 
across the published alignment (Surrey Arclz. Coll. S9 
(1962) 88) but no trace of an agger or road surface was 
recognised. Topsoil overlay natural sands and gravels, and 
this interpretation was confirmed by a geologist's report. 

Lower Marsh, Westminster Bridge Road, S.E.1. TQ 3105 
7955 (R. Densem for S.L.A E.C.). Excavation is being car- 
ried out to establish whether either of the Roman roads 
thought to lead to a Lambeth-Westminster ford, that from 
London Bridge and the proposed westward extension of 
Watling Street from the Old Kent Road, crossed the site. 
In addition work along Lower Marsh is intended to investi- 
gate the village at Lambeth Marsh. Medieval and earlier 
pottery has been found but the features have not yet been 
fully excavated. WC. 

St. Mary's Church, Lambeth Road, S.E.1. TQ 3062 7902 
(R. Densem for S.L.A.E.C.). A small trench was dug in the 
churchyard in the angle between the N wall of the chancel 
and the E wall of the N aisle, In advance of work by 
contractors. In the area to be disturbed only recent deposits 
were revealed but some information about the relationship 
of the aisle and chancel was gained. 

Stockwell Road, S.W.9. TQ 3081 7602 (R. Densem for 
S.L.A.E.C.). Excavation was intended to record Sir John 
Leigh's Chapel, built c. 1523, in advance of rcvelopment. 
Newspaper articles of 1913 recorded that the chapel was 
still standing and being used as a blacksmith's smithy. The 
excavation located only the smithy building which dated 
from the 19th c. 

LEWISHAM - No Excavation 

MERTON 
28-31 Wimbledon High Street. TQ 239 710. South West 

London Archaeological Unit. (R. and L. Adkins). Trial 
excavations in advance of development of a site within the 
medieval village of Wimbledon failed to locate any features 
earlier than 1865. Site watching to the rear of this site (on 
a gravel terrace) failed to produce any features. Pottery 
ranged in date from 16th c to modern. 

NEWHAM - N o  Excavation 

REDBRIDGE - N o  Excavation 

RICHMOND W O N  THAMES 
Barnes Parish Church, Barnes. TQ 220 765. South West 

London Archaeological Unit. (J. S. McCracken). Continua- 
tion of work begun in 1978. Measured drawings were made 
of the surviving medieval walls of the original nave and 
chancel. An infilled Norman door arch on the S wall has 
been dated to c. 1100. A study of the fabric suggests several 
building phases: an original rectangular building 10.7m 
(35ft) E/W X 6m (20ft) N/S having flint walls and includ- 
ing the Norman door; an extension eastwards some 7.6m 
(25ft) apparently early in the 13th c; an extension west- 
wards of 3.6m (12ft) perhaps at the same time as both 
extensions are composed of chalk built walls. A brick 
tower was added to the W end c. l500 and the roof of the 
nave also raised at that time. Excavations w~thin the nave 
uncovered short stretches of the original north wall but all 
medieval floor levels have been destroyed by 17th and 
18th c burials and vaults. A complete medieval burial was 



discovered beneath the northern section of the west exren- 
sion wall. WC. 

SOUTHWARK 
All Southwark & Lambeth Archaeological Excavation 
Committee. 

Arcadia Ruildings. TQ 3252 7966 (M. Dean). See pp. 
367-373 of this issue. 

170-194 Borough High Street. TQ 3247 7982 (L. Schaaf). 
This large redevelopment site lay within the Roman and 
medieval settlement and to the W of the N-S Roman road 
running to a river crossing at London Bridge. In the later 
medieval period it was the probable location of Suffolk 
Place, a residence of the Brandon family, Dukes of Suffolk, 
which was purchased by Henry V111 and used by members 
of the royal family. 6 X 3m (c. 20ft X loft) at the NE! 
corner of the site was excavated. The surviving top of 
natural gravel varied between + .20 and - .85m O.D. 
(f Sin and - 2ft 9in) and had been cut by a wide channel. 
This had silted up and the area had become marshy by the 
late 1st A.D. An iron strigil was found in the upper layer 
of channel fill. In the excavated trench werc found 52 tim- 
ber stakes, possibly foundations for a building or jetty, 
which had been driven into the marsh, probably in the 
late 1st c. The stakes and channel were covered by layers 
of dumped earth and domestic refuse of early-mid 2nd c 
date which contained much building material and may have 
been spread to prepare the ground for buildings. The 
dumped deposits were truncated here by a modern cellar 
floor, but elsewhere on the site were overlain by dark earth 
similar to a late-post Roman deposit thought to have an 
agricultural origin and found on many Southwark sites 
One of the contractor's trenches cut through a substantial 
brick foundation, possibly of Tudor date, which may have 
formed part of Suffolk Place. In the excavated area a 
number of post-medieval features were found including a 
barrel-lined pit of 18th c date. 

218-224 Borough High Street. TQ 3234 7966 (E. Ferretti). 
A trial excavation has begun in mid-October 1979 under 
the cellars of 220 Borough High Street. The site lies 
approximately 130'm (420ft) W of the suggested junction of 
Roman Watling and Stane Streets. Post-medieval cellars 
had been dug into the natural sand to c. t1.70m O.D. 
(f 5ft 6in) across most of the excavated area. As yet there 
is no evidence of Roman features cutting the natural sand, 
though what may have been a late medieval ditch was 
found at the western end of the site. A red-tiled cellar 
floor, probably of 18th c date, was overlain by dumped 
deposits which were cut by 19th c pits. One of these, a 
circular brick-lined structure, contained crockery person- 
alised for Hinton's Eating House, which, according to docu- 
mentary evidence, had been established on the site by 1832. 
Above these features lay a 20th c cellar floor. 

Harper Road. T Q  3246 7945 (M. Dean). Following exca- 
vations in 1977 when a 4th c A.D. burial and ditch were 
discovered, a further small-scale investigation was under- 
taken in 1979. A second inhumation was found with associ- 
ated iron nails, probably the remains of a wooden coffin. 
The skeleton was that of a woman, 5ft 2in tall and aged 
about 35, lying with her head to the SW. A mid 1st c 
A.D. date was indicated by a Hofheim-type flagon along- 
side the head, while at the feet were an engraved bronze 
neck ornament and a square bronze mirror. A short sec- 
tion of a 4th century A.D. ditch, running at 900 to the 
alignment of that found in 1977, suggested division of the 
area into a field system. 

Mibernia Wharf. TQ 3256 8035 (G. Dennis). Excavation 
of the SW part of this large redevelopment, which lies 
between Southwarlc Cathedral and the Thames, began in 
July 1979. The area was fairly extensively quarried for 
gravel in the later 1st c A.D., possibly to provide metal- 

ling for the postulated road from London Bridge to a 
Lambeth-Westminster ford, which was previously excavated 
c. 50m (160ft) east of the site. The quarried area was 
eventually filled in, probably in the late 1st or early 2nd 
c. This may have been because the Roman settlement was 
expanding and land was needed for buildings, as evidenced 
elsewhere in north Southwark. At Hibern~a Wharf, how- 
ever, any building levels had been removed by Victorian 
cellars. The earliest post-Roman activity consisted of three 
rectangular timber-lined pits, at least one of which seems 
to have been late Saxon; a more precise date should be 
provided by dendrochronological analysis. The organic fills 
of these pits, which may have been cesspits, provided en- 
vironmental data. The main feature excavated was a linear 
channel, about 4m (13ft) wide and apparently man-made, 
which crossed the site from SE-NW. This cut the late 
Saxon pit, but had partly silted up by the 11th c, and so 
may have been dug some time in the 10th c. St. Marv 
Overy's Dock is still in existence along the W side of 
Hibernia Wharf and documentary evidence suggests that 
it dated from at least the early medieval period. The exca- 
vated channel must therefore have either been par1 of the 
dock or have fed into it. The presence of these late Saxon/ 
early medieval features tends to confirm the documentary 
sources, which suggest that a bridgehead settlement was 
already in existence in north Southwark at the time of the 
Norman Conquest. The only post-medieval feature surviv- 
ing was the base of a small chalk and brick walled cellar, 
possibly 16th c, and aligned on modern Clink Street, known 
from map evidence to have been in existence from about 
that date. WC. 

SUTTON 
Carew Manor, Beddington. TQ 2985 6528. Beddington, 

Carshalton & Wallmgton Archaeological Society. (C. 
Orton). Trench cut for water main revealed stone facing 
of inner edge of two arms of a moat, backed by mortared 
flint foundation. The E arm was filled in and the S arm 
covered by brick culvert, probably c. 1710. Obxrvatiorr\ 
suggest that the moat was approx. square, c 65m (70 yds) 
side, enclosing the present hall range (late 15th c )  and 
later wings. WMC. 

Whitehall, Cheam. TQ 242 637 Nonsuch Antiquarian 
Society (N Nail). Whitehall is a 16th C house with 17Lh 
C and 19th C add~tions, now open to the public. It lies 
in the centre of the old village and since August 1978, 
weekend excavations have been carried out in the rear 
garden. Apart from shedding new light on the 17th and 
19th C building phases of the house, the main results t . ~  
date have been the complete excavation of the construction 
pit of the medieval well of c. 1400 date. The well is 30m 
(100ft) deep and most of the shaft haq been sunk in chalk 
but, in order to reach the chalk horizon,an oval pit 4 X 
1.5m (13 X 5ft) and 2-3m (7-loft) deep was opened up in 
the overlying Thanet sand The pit was back filled when 
the well was complete with waste materid from a nearby 
kiln site of similar age to the Parkside kiln only 150m 
(500ft) away, excavated in 1923 by C J Marshal1 (S.A.C. 
35 (1924), 79-94). The finds include considerable quanti- 
ties of waste sherds, kiln structure material (cone stuff, 
internal fire bars and so on), charcoal and ash, nodules of 
unfired clay-in fact, all the rubbish one might expect 
from a potter's yard. WC 

TOWER HAMLETS 
Tower Gate. TQ 336 80.7. Inner London Archaeological 

Unit (D. Whipp). Excavations on the N side of the Tower 
of London moat revealed the well preserved remains of the 
Medieval Tower Postern gate. A single gate tower was 
found together with fragments of a gate passage to the N. 
There was evidence for a portcullis and two gates to the 



passage. Archaeological evidence for a northern gate tower 
was inconclusive. The southern tower had been built on a 
terrace dug into the N side of the Tower of London moat 
and owed its survival to having slid down into the moat 
some time before the mid 16th c. The tower walls survived 
to ground floor window level and a basement floor was 
preserved intact. WC. 

Tower of London (G. Parnell for the D.O.R.). A small 
excavation east of the Wakefield Tower reveded a fur- 
ther 2.50m (8ft) of late Roman (period 11) riverside wall. 
A row of timbers along the north face possibly represent 
the remains of scaffolding associated with the wall's con- 
struction. Provisional examination of a large number of 
coins from a deposit predating the wall indicates a con- 
struction date after 389-392. Also subsequent to this date 
was the laying-out of a competent mortar floor. Post 
Roman activity was represented by a continuation of the 
early medieval dumping found in 1976 and a series of 
late 17th and 18th c. cellalrs belonging to the Board of 
Ordnance Treasury Office. 

High Street, Stepney. TQ 358 815. T.L.A.U. (P. Mills). 
Excavations revealed that the area had been used for culti- 
vation from at least the 16th c. The remains of a 16th c 
hearth without an associated building were also found. Two 
late medieval pits and one Saxo-Norman pit were the only 
indication of earlier occupation. 

WALTHAM FOREST-No Excavation 

WANDSWORTH 
35 Felsham Road. Putney. TO 239 735. Wandsworth 

Historical Society. (N.  aira ant): Continuing work has 
shown that the Roman road is of Domitian's reign or later, 
and that it overlay an 'L' shaped ditch which from its 
depth and narrow width may have contained a palisade of 
some sort; one terminal was Iound. This ditch in turn cut 
an earlier ditch, 2m (63ft) wide, which was also 'L' shaped 
but with the corner rounded. It  appears to be aligned on 
the major road leading to the river and could possibly 
be the corner of a Roman fort/camp ditch. A bronze strap 
end of probable military origin was found elsewhere on the 
site. WC. 

WESTMINSTER 
Broad Sanctuary. TQ 299 796. Inner London Archaeo- 

logical Unit (P. Mills). Restricted excavations exposed a 
serles of drainage ditches, indicating the area had been re- 
claimed from the surrounding marshes in the 16th c. 

Stratford Place. TQ 285 812. I.L.A.U. (W. McIsaac). A 
rectangular masonry structure was recorded during site 
watching. No dating evidence was recorded but it is likely 
that it was the cistern associated with the Lord Mayor's 
Banqueting House which appears on various 18th c. maps 
and engravings. 

45-51 Whitehall. TQ 301 800. I.L.A.U. (P. Mills). A small 
scale excavation showed that the Taplow Gravels did not 
extend as far south from Trafalgar Square as this site, 
which lay on alluvial deposits. The existing buildings had 
destroyed any possible latcr archaeological deposits. 

ESSEX 
M25, Waltham Abbey. TQ 383 999. Waltham Abbey 

Historical Society. (P. Huggins). The society is covering the 
M25 motorway from the river Lea to Bell Common, Epp- 
ing. Prior to earth moving, excavations took place on the 
line of a suspected Roman road up the E side of the Lea. 
The earliest track was found to be 17th c. 

Grange Yard, Waltham Abbey. T L  384 008. W.A.H.S. (P. 
Huggins). A single trench was dug along the line of a pro- 
posed information hut. The monastic grange was probably 
established c. 1189. 12th c. occupation was evidenced by 
ditches, pits and postholes. 

Little London. TQ 456 963. West Essex Archaeological 
Group. '(F. R. Cl'ark). See nest issue, p.420. 

WERTFQRDSWlRE 
Great Westwood Quarry, Langleybury. TQ 072 992. Wat- 

ford & South West Herts Archaeological Society (B. F. 
Rawlins). Excavation following topsoil removal uncovered 
the lines of two Belgic enclosures, defined by shallow palis- 
ade slots. No occupation areas were found but pottery of c. 
A.D. 30 was recovered from the slots. A small Roman pit 
containing many tile fragments, and the fragmentary re- 
mains of a hut site of the 3rd c. A.D. were also found. 

1931195 High Street, Watford. TQ 114 961. On a s ~ t e  
formerly occupied by a late 15th c. timber-framed building, 
excavations within the limited area available exposed post- 
holes of a 13th/14th c. structure. Beneath a mid-17th c. 
fireplace was found a 15th c. flint-lined well which had 
been abandoned before reaching the water level and parti- 
ally filed in. The infil produced the greater part of a c. 
1450 Cheam ware jug, as well as a forged groat in lead. 
blnally filled in and capped c. 1650 to erect the fireplace. 
the remaining infill contained medieval worked clunch and 
17th c. pottery, glass urinals and several small finds. 

MIDDLESEX 
Johnson and Clark, High Street, Staines. TQ 0344 7154. 

Staines Archaeological Unit. (K. Crouch). During redevel- 
opment, an area of 150 sq m (1,600 sq ft) that had not 
been disturbed by cellars was removed and recorded, with 
10 sq m (100 sq ft) being excavated by the Unit. Some 
Pre-Flavian pits and other deposits were found to have 
been penetrated by the flint and mortar foundation of a 
massive wall 0.75m (2ft 6in) thick of 1st c. date, which was 
aligned parallel to the observed line of the main Roman 
road (ENE-WSW). This major building inhibited any 
further accumulation of deposils until its destruction during 
the mid 4th c. when some of its architectural debris was 
used to iill the large circular depression (3.75m (12ft) diam) 
of an originally square and plank-lined well (1.35m (4ft 6in) 
each side), that lay to one side of the road. 

The site subsequently received little usage until the 12th 
and 13th c. when a number of pits were dug and filled, 
the area was levelled, and a gravelled alley laid out at right 
angles to the High Street with timber building abutting on 
either side. A series of such buildings with periodic re- 
metallings of the alley continued until the 16th c. when 
the site was again levelled and remodelled into the 2 
building plots that became nos. 17 and 19 High Street, 
until this year's redevelopment. 

SURREY 
Stanwell. TQ 053 745. M. G. O'Connell for Surrey 

County Council. A large scale excavation took place be- 
tween 3 September and 16 November 1979. The site was 
identified from a series of crop-marks seen on aerial photo- 
graphs of a large field to the W of Stanwell Village and to 
the S of Heathrow Airport. (See Vo. 3, No. 9, pp.239-42) 
Prior to gravel extraction from the NW corner of the field, 
an area of 2,080 sq m (22,000 sq ft) was stripped of top- 
soil by machine although excavation was later restricted to 
1,092 sq m (11,500 sq ft) due to lack of manpower. Features 
examined included two shallow parallel ditches defining a 
prehistoric trackway, which formed part of a celtic field 
system detected from the air, and the remains of a Late 
Bronze Age/Early Iron Age hut with associated pits 
truncated by modern plough damage. No clear relation- 
ship was established between the trackway and the hut but 
the fabric of the pottery found in both features was of a 
similar type. Later evidence of occupation was attested by 
a Romano-British ditch and palisade trench possibly separ- 
ated by a trackway while a section of a post-medieval ditch 
was also investigated. WC. 


