
Excavations 

ROBIN DENSEM 

THIS ARTICLE DESCRIBES rescue work at 
Lambeth Palace (See Fig. 1) undertaken in June 
and July 1980, in ladvance of and during contrac- 
tors' work there. The threat was imposed by a new 
central heating trench, about 2m (6.5 ft) wide and 
up to 1.20m (3.9 ft) deep, shown on Fig. 2. It  was 
dug by machine through the Great Hall Courtyard 
and connected Lollards' Tower with the Great Hall 
and Morton's Tower (Fig. 2). 

The Plalace consists of a variety of buildings of 
different date, set in open grounds and enclosed by 
a brick wall. Its history1 makes it one of the most 
important archaeological sites in the Borough. The 
site was within the :Manor of Lambeth in Domesday 
Book of 1086. The manor was granted to the 
Convent of St. Andrew, 'Rochester, by William I1 
(1087-1100), and passed to the Archbishopric of 
Canterbury at the end of the twelfth century. Hubert 
Walter (1197-1203) began to build there. The only 
existing structure built by him is the crypt of the 
chapel. The first Great Hall was begun about this 
time, and a manor house must have been standing, 
for it was repaired and enlarged by Stephen Langton, 
who was instrumenbal in Magna Carta of 1215. The 
Great Hall was demolished during the Common- 
wealth, for the value of its building material, but 
was rebuilt by Archbishop Juxon by 1663. This is 
the Great Hall that stands today .The  gatehouse 
was erected in red brick by Cardinal Morton in 1490, 
incorpotlating two earlier, unnamed towers which 
he restored. Lollards' Tower was built in the years 
1434-5. The earliest large scale surviving plan of 
the palace dates from 1648 and neither this nor 
later drawings show any buildings west of the 
Great Hall. 

Excavations were oarried out in three places on 
the line of the contractors' trench. These three areas 
(Areas I to I11 on Fig. 2) produced different results. 
In Area I the seventeenth century foundations for 

1. The history of Lambeth Palace is given in Chapter 
22 of the L.C.C. Survey of London 23 (1951). Notes 
can be read in two guidebooks; Dorcrthy Mills, 
Lambeth Palace, A Short Guide, 1956 and Gordon 
Huelin, Lambeth Palace, A Short History, 1974. 

2. The roof, however, is a modern restora'tion of the 
seventeenth century original that was destroyed by 
incendiary bombs in the last war. 

the Great Hall were exposed. Three stone walls, 
probably medieval, were uncovered in Area JI. 
Important findings were made in Area 111. Here a 
large brick drain had caused unusual offset 
foundations to be built to support the corner of 
Morton's Tower, overlying the drain. These feat- 
ures cut into ,a sequence of surfaces and building 
levels overlying dumped deposits that contained 
Saxo-Norman pottery. 

Excavations in Areas I and I1 
The work in Area I was ia small excavation on 

the line of the contractors' trench, against the east 
side of the Great Hall (Fig. 2). The intention was 
to examine any medieval foundations for the first 
Great Hall over which Archbishop Juxon built its 
seventeenth century successor. In the event, the only 

Fig. 1: Site location 



building levels encountered were associated with the 
later structure. About 1.35m (4.4 ft) of red brick 
foundation were revealed, laid over a layer of brick 
rubble, nloytar fragments and stones on a bed of 
large stones. These deposits were within the cons- 
truction trench for the Great Hall which cut through 
brown sandy earth lying over yellow natural sand. 
'The top 01 the natural sand, at c. + 3.75m O.D. 
(+12.3 ft), was only about a metre below modern 
ground surface. 

In Area 11, remains of three mortared limestone 
wall foundations which contained no brick or tile, 
were exposed by the contractors' earthmover (Figs. 
2, 3 and 4). Hurried work established that the east- 
west wall A had another wall (B) aligned north- 
south, butted against its east side. The photograph, 
Fig. 4, shows the south side of wall A, built with 
large stones, with the shallower wall B to the east. 
Wall C (Figs. 3 and I )  was some 2m (6.5 ft) to the 
north and had no direct relationship with the other 
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Fig. 2: The contractors' trench and areas of 
archaeological excavation 
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Fig. 3: Plan of the stone walls in Area I1 

two. It had been extensively robbed out on its 
northern side, and from the damaged state of all 
three it was impossible to conclude much about 
their plan, or indeed their temporal relationships. 

They overlay a backfilled north-south feature, 
possibly a ditch, which produced a little unglazed 
medieval pottery. They could well be medieval, and 
presuma!bly were demolished before the first large 
scale plan of the palace of 1648 on which they are 
not shown. 

Area III 
Excavations in Area 111 )(Figs. 2 and 5) took place 



Fig. 4: The stone wall in Area 11. The photograph 
wari taken from the south-cast and the scalcs have 

lOOmm (4in) divisions. 

against the north face of the east tower of Morton's 
Gateway, in advance of contractors' work. The 
limit of excavation was determined by the depth 
required for installing the central heating, as it was 
feared that deeper digging might affect the stability 
of the tower. This meant that natural deposits had 
not been reached at the bottom of the trench, at 
about +3.l5m O.D. (+ lO.3ft O.D.), suggesting 
either that the ground surface slopes down steeply 
iron1 Area I, where the natural was at about +3.75m 
O.D. (+12.3ft O.D.), or that the lowest layers in 
Area 111 were filling a large cut feature (see Fig. 6). 

The earliest layers examined are numbered (l), 
(2) and (3) on Figure 6. The sand deposit (2) was 
sterile, but (1) and (3), which were dumped dark 
grey silty sands, contained much domestic refu-se. 
Finds included animal bonc, shell and shell- 
tempered pottery, provisionally dated to the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries A.D. 

Layer (4) was a fairly compacted gravel spread 
which became sandier towards its top. The upper, 

eroded part of (4) contained a green glazed medieval 
sherd. ( 5 )  was a cut feature, sealed !by dumped sands 
(6), (7) and (9), and the gravel layer (8) may have 
been a surface. 

Layers (10) - (16) and the post pit (13) represent 
surfaces and de'bris from construction or demolition 
and should perhaps be associated with the two 
towers that were incorporated in Morton's Gateway 
in 1490. (10) was a scatter of tile fragments and 
gravel whilst (11) was a surface of large cobbles, 
gravel and some chips of limestone. (12) was a 
deposit of limestone fragments, cut by C13), perhaps 
a pit for a scaffold pole. (14), (15) and (16) con- 
tained sand, gravel, tile, stone and flint fragments. 

From the surface of (16), the construction 
trenches (D and F on Fig 5) for the brick drain (E) 
and for the foundations of Morton's Tower (G) 
were dug. Probably less than half the width of the 
drain was exposed in the excavation, and it was not 
disturbed as the contractors' work would pass safely 
over the top of it. The drain arch was of mortared 
brick bonded with a flat 'brick surface to the north. 
This was presumably the top of one side wall of 
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Fig. 5: Plan of Area III, showing features cutting 
layer (16): the brick drain (E), construction trench 
For the drain (D), foundation of Morton's Tower 

(G) and its construction french (F). 
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Fig. 6: Section X-Y, located on Fig. 5. 

the drain. The brick surface sloped down towards 
the Thames, from +3.03m O!D. at  'the east down 
to -t-3.00m O.D. at the west. The drain was running 
from the direction of the 'Great Hall, and could also 
later have been used to take waste from Morton's 
Tower. 

The backfilled construction trench for thc drain 
(D) was cut by that for 'Morton's Tower 0. The 
brick foundations for the tower jutted out from its 
body and were built over the drain (Fig. 7), this 
strengthening was presuma'bly considered necessary 
as the drain passed underneath the corner of the 
tower. (On Fig. 5, the line of the offset has been 
dotted beyond the area of excavation to show how 
it would have supported the corner of the tower.) 
Preliminary examination does not suggest that the 
drain was built much earlier than the tower. Indeed 
it is possible that the tower was built immediately 
after the drain trench was backfilled, as both were 
dug from the same ground surface (116). 

The two construction trenches, and the post pit 
(17) were sealed by a layer containing lenses of 
gravel, sand and brick fragments C18) on Fig. 6. The 

remaining layers were modern service trench fills 
and dumping. 

Future Work 
There is clearly a need for further work to clarify 

the nature of the Saxo-Norman levels found in Area 
111. Further excavation might also ascertain more 
of the plan of the buildings partly revealed in Area 
11. 

Within the walls of Lamlbeth Palace, remains of 
a Saxon manor house, buildings erected by the con- 
vent of St. Andrew, Rochester, in the late eleventh 
and twelfth centuries and by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury after 1197 might be expected. The loca- 
tion and nature of these are almost totally un- 
known, and it is only archaeological work that will 
produce more information. I t  is clearly very im- 
portant that every future opportunity be taken. 
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Fig. 7: The north face of the east tower of 
Morton Gateway, showing its offset foundations 
and the brick drain in Area 111. The deposit in 
the foreground was the earliest one examiued, and 
contained Saxo-Norman pottery. The photograph 
was taken Crom the north-west and the scales are 

in 100 mm (4in) divisions. 

City, by Museum of London, Department of Urban 
Archaeology. A series of long term excavations. Enquiries 
to DUA, Museum of London, London Wall, E.C.2. 
(01-600 3699). 

Beddington, by South West London Unit. Excavation of 
site of Roman bath-house. Enquiries to Roy and Lesley 
Adkins, 25 Union Road, Croydon (01-679 7054). 

Brentford, by West London Archaeological Field Group, 
Excavation and processing. Enquiries to Brentford High 
Street, Brentford, Middlesex. (01-560 3880). 

Croydon & District. Processing and cataloguing of exca- 
vated and museum collections every Tuesday throughout 
the year. Hon. Curator, Croydon Natural History & 
Scientific Socielty L'td., Museum Building, Croydon Bio- 
logy Centre, Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. 
(01-660 3841 or  22 43727). 

I Hammersmith, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue Group. 
Processing of post-medieval material from Sandford 

Manor and medieval material from Fulham Palace, Tues- 
davs. 7.45 p.m.-l0 pm., at Fulham Palace, Bisho~s  Avenue, 
Fulham Palace Road S.W.6. Contact Keith Whitehouse, 
S6 Clancarty Road, S.W.6 (01-731 0338). 

Inner London Boroughs, by the Inner London Unit, 
Several rescue sites in various areas. (01-242 6620). 

Kingston, by Kingston-upon Thames Archaeological 
Society. Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to 
Marion Hinton. Kingston Museum, Fairfield Road, Kings- 
ton (01-546 5386). 

North-East Greater London, by Passmore Edwards 
Museum. Enquiries to Pat Wilkinson. Passmore Edwards 
Museum, Romford Road, E.15. (01-534 4545). 

Southwark, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Excavation Committee. Several sites from the Roman 
period onwards. Enquiries to Harvey Sheldon, S.L.A.E.C., 
Port Medical Centre, English Grounds, Morgan's Lane, 
SE1 2HT. (01-407 1989). 

Surrey, by Surrcy Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to 
David Bird, County Archaeological Officer, Planning 
Department, County Hall, Kingston, Surrey. (01-546 1050 
X 3665). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeo- 
logical Society. Processing continues three nights a week. 
All enquiries to S.L.A.S. c/o Cuming Museum, 155 Wal- 
worth Road, SE.17 (01-703 3324). 

GENERAL EXCAVATIONS 

The Council for Brifish Archaeology produces a 
monthly Calendar of Excavations from March to Sep- 
tember, with an extra issue in November and a final issue 
in January summarising the main results of fieldwork. 
The Calendar gives details o f  extra-mural courses, w m -  
mer schools, training excavations and sites where volun- 
teers are needed. The annual subscription is £4.50 post- 
free, which should be made payable to C.B.A., 112 Ken- 
nington Road, S.E.11. 


