
by in the Thames6') is that a number of gendarmerie 
posts were established to control river crossing places 
in the immediate aftermath of the revolt. 

Some Observations 
The site of the battle and the role played by Cogi- 

dubnus are probably the most contentious theories 
raised in this article. If in particular the evidmce of 
destruction at Staines is Boudiccan, then looking for 
a battle to the west does seem realistic. There is how- 
ever no other site along the Roman road to Silches- 
ter which can equal the natural strength of Vir- 
ginia Water. 

At Silchester itself excavations in 1982 have pro- 
duced evidence of a substantial wooden build~ng 
beneath the stone basilica. The most likely interpret- 
ation is that it was a forum-basilica (the firs[ of its 
kind to be recognised) but two other ~ossibilities 
have been put forward: given the size and dzte of 
the building, it may have been erected as the head- 
quarters of a client king of the Atrebates, or it may 
originally have formed part of a Roman fort located 
at Silchester as part of the redispositioning of forces 
in the aftermath of the revolt'j3. 
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The next town up Watling Street from 
Verulamium is Towcester where excavations have 
revealed pre-Flavian ditches. Although there are 
no indications of destruction between these ditches 
and the overlying Flavian and later buildings," 
this evidence is perhaps to be best regarded as 
being inconclusive in the consideration of how 
far the Boudiccan revolt spread up Watling Street. 

In conclusion, the pivotal point is whether 
Paulinus marched south with only a cavalry escort 
or with his whole task force. If the argument on 
this point can be sustained, then the rest of the 
hypothesis may be seen as a logical development. 
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Brentford High Street, Brentford, Middlesex. (01-560 
1881)\ .--,. 

Croydon & Dislrict. Processing and cataloguing of ex- 
cavated and museum collections every Tuesday through- 
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Museum. Enquiries to Pat Wilkinson, Passmore Edwards 
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South West London Boroughs, hy the South West 
London Unit, excavations and processing. Enquiries to 
Scott McCracken, St. Luke's House, Sandycombe Road, 
Kew (01-940 5989). 

Southwark, by Southwark and lamb et'^ Archaeological 
Excavation Committee. Several sites from the Roman 
period onwards. Enquiries to Harvey Sholdon. S.L.A.E.C., 
Port Medical Centre. English Grounds, Morgan'~ Lane, 
SE1 2HT. (01-407 1989). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to 
David Bird. County Archaeological Officer, Planning De- 
partment, County Hall, Kingston, Surrzv. (01-546 l050 X 
3665). 

Vauxhall Pottcrg, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeo- 
logical Society. Processing of excavated material con- 
tinues three nights a week. All czquiries to S.L.A.S. c10 
Cuming Museum. 155 Walworth Road, S.E.17 (01-703 
1774) --- .. 

The C o ~ ~ n r i l  for British Archaeoloqv produces a 
monthly Calendnr of Excavations from March to Sep- 
tember. with on extra issue in Novemlwr and a final 
issue in Janunrv summarising the nzsin res~lits o f  field 
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volunteers are needed. The annual ~ubscription is 45.50 
post-free. which should be made payable to C.B.A 112 
Kennington Road, S.E.11.  


