
Fig 4: The area outside the site hut erected on 5oil-free 
gravel (Hot B), trcl'ore excavation. (It is interesting to 
note the accumulation of stones around the side9 of the 

hut, and the alnence of thiq at the doorway). 

at Beddington only suggested, and did not prove that 
mud from beneath the 'cobbled surface' was 
squeezed through the gaps between the stones, but 
if this is correct, the implication is that finds found 
on, or wedged into, cobbled surfaces may not al- 
ways have been deposited after the cobbled surface 
was laid down. Although it seems unlikely that finds 
could be squeezed through a very thick cobbled sur- 
face, until a more controlled experiment can clarify 
the processes involved, thin cobbled surfaces can- 
not be regarded as absolutely impenetrable layers 
completely sealing the deposits which they cover. 

This was an opportunist rather than a scientifically 
designed experiment, and elements of it were obvi- 
ously unsatisfactory. For example, the amount of 
wear that the area outside the door of an excavation 

site hut receives is far greater than might be expected 
for a similar sized area which formed part of a 
large villa courtyard. However, the experiment cost 
very little money, and only 8 man-hours work, if the 
normal traffic into and out of site huts is discounted. 
The results obtained not only show that reconstruc- 
tions of cobbled surfaces as clean and mud-free areas 
are unlikely to be correct, but they also indicate the 
insights into the formation and interpretation of such 
humble archaeological features that could be gained 
from similarly cheap, but more ~cientifically organ- 
ised experiments. 

Fig 5: The area outside the site hut erected on s o i l - h e  
gravel (Hut B), after excavation. 
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