
limits of the site. The rest of the building was not 
cellared. 

The relationship between Buildings G and F was 
unclear. The latter exactly overlay the east-west 
division of the Period IV building which may imply a 
continuity of property boundary. If so it might 
suggest that it was laid out in the immediate post-fire 
period. Building G exhibited no such characteristic; 
however they. may have, at some time, been in 
contemporary use. 

The original surface(s) of the cellared area were 
truncated to some 0.10m (4in) below the base of the 
rendering and replaced with a sequence of 'tram- 
pled' floors, timber slots for internal partitioning and 
make-up dumps (Period VI). The pottery from these 
deposits has a date range A.D 350-400 giving a late 
4th century or later use for the structure. 

Early Medieval-Medieval 

The cellared area continued in use for a consider- 
able period of time. The late Roman sequence of 
surfaces was overlain by l m  (3ft) of horizontal 
stratigraphy, including a variety of surfaces and 
structural features acting as partitioning and/or 
ground floor supports (including in the 14th century 
masonry pier bases). No stratigraphic horizons could 
be defined to indicate any truncation but the pottery 
suggests a break within the sequence between the 
late Roman and the overlying deposits which were 
dated to A.D. 1000-1150 (still Period VI). The 
implication is that the cellar was 'cleared out' in the 
early medieval period, unfortunately removing any 
potential later Roman and post-Roman deposits. 

continued on p.430 Fig. 4: Building F showing robbed pile foundation. Looking west. 
(Photo: J .  Bailey) 

GEORGE DENNIS 

THE SITE OF Fennings Wharf is on the south bank of the 
Thames, against London Bridge on the downstream side. Since 
April 1984 excavation during redevelopment has been in progress 
on the medieval bridge, some 20m (66ft) from the modern one, 
and the area immediately to the south of it. 

The landward abutment of the medieval bridge, surviving as 
high as the base of the arch vaulting, has been located behind the 
modern river wall, and partially excavated within the contractors' 
coffer dams, at depths up to 8111 (26ft) below modern ground 
level. 

The abutment seems to have started life as a free-standing pier 
of Peter of Colechurch's twelfth century bridge, with pointed 
cutwaters but standing close to the bank. The core, of ragstone 
and chalk rubble, was contained within a good-quality ashlar 

facing resting upon substantial oak sills and protected externally 
by rows of elm piles. Several later phases of repair and rebuilding 
were present. It appears that the original pier was engulfed as the 
bank was extended outwards into the river and that it was 
converted into a solid buttress by the blocking off and infilling of 
the landward arch. The chronology of the bridge will rely heavily 
upon tree-ring dating, a Herculean task undertaken by Ian Tyers 
whohas so far chain-sawed over 600 wood samples on site, mainly 
waterlogged oak (see front cover). 

A number of other features have been excavated, the most 
interesting being earlier timber waterfront structures under the 
medieval bridge, and a quite unexpected prehistoric ring ditch 
containing cremations. The latter has yet to be dated but is 
thought to have been a barrow. 


