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EXCAVATIONS A R E  LISTED by the London Borough or  
County in which they took place. They are followed by grid 
references, the name of the Society or  Uhit and the name of the 
director of the excavation. For reasons of space, not all 
excavations can be listed in this issue. The rest will be published in 
the Summer issue. WC and WMC indicate that work continues or 
may continue in 1985. 

BARKING - no excavation 

BARNET - no excavation 

BEXLEY - no excavation 

BRENT 

Disraeli Road-Steele Road, Park Royal (TQ 204 830) Dept. of 
Greater London Archaeology with West London Field Group. (J .  
Mills). 

Site watching close to the findspot of a LBA hoard recovered in 
1975 revealed no definite prehistoric features. Several pits 
containing 13th c pottery may be associated with the former 
\.illage of East Twyford. 

BROMLEY - no excavation 

CAMDEN 

West Heath, Hampstead (TQ 257 867). Hendon and Dist. Arch. 
Soc. (M. Maher). 

Further excavations (of 21m2, 226 sq.ft) on this site yielded 
approx 6500 struck flints which are now being processed. 
Thermoluminesence dating on  burnt struck flints carried out by 
the Oxford Research Laboratory gave an average date of 
9625f 90OBP. WC. 

CITY O F  LONDON Excavations by the Department of Urban 
Archaeology. Museum of London. 

7-12 Aldergate Street TQ 3216 8151 (G. Egan) 
Four months' excavation on this extramural site was generously 

funded by Rush & Tompkins Developments plc. Dating is 
provisional, based on partial assessment of the finds. 

The earliest Roman features recorded were a series of large 
flat-bottomed ditches. apparently aligned N-S, parallel to the City 
boundary (as defined by the later Wall) to the E.  O n  the W side of 
the site, on a slightly differing alignment. was a heavily-cambered 
metalled road or  track just over 2m (6Mft) wide. The latest of 
three possible used surfaces bore grooves, interpreted as wheel 
ruts, c 1.20111 (4ft) apart. The orientation of this early Roman 
way was the same as that of the wider and later road (located 
immediately to the W of the site) leading to the N from Roman 
Aldersgate. Structural evidence from the Roman period was 
limited to a much-truncated two phase stone building at the NW 
of the site. On the E was part of a large ditch, presumably that 
alongside the City wall. Substantial silt and clay deposits were 
dumped, o r  accumulated. over most of the site, sealing the ditches 
and making up some 2m (61/zft) of ground from the 2nd c. 

A series of mid 11th c pits were the earliest traced medieval 
features. These, with later medieval pits and foundations. 
presumably represent occupation on the site (three properties are 

attested from the 14th c by documentary evidence). One of the 
earliest pits produced a leaden disc ineptly multiple-struck with a 
die apparently for the obverse of pennies of Edward the 
Confessor. issued in 1052-3. The medieval (?13th c) City ditch was 
located at the E side of the site. Post-medieval brick cellars, 
foundations and drains and two chalk lined wells bore littlc 
obvious correlation with a detailed plan from 1610 of the buildings 
on the site. The lower part of a substantial 18th c oven, apparently 
operated at basement level, was uncovered. The fill of a late cellar 
produced a large assemblage of mid 19th c glass and ceramic 
vessels, including pot lids with multicoloured transfer-printed 
rural and other scenes. 

Billingsgate Lorry Park, Lower Thames Street T O  3308 8065 (G.  
Egan) 

Agreement was reached with the developers at the end of 
January for access to the site for limited recording and observa- 
tion, which was funded by DOEIHBMC. Museum of London 
Trust Fund and Museum of London ~ e d ; e v a l  Dept. Dating ih 

provisional, based on limited examination of the finds. 
No significant observation of Roman structures was possible. 

Riverine deposits of Roman datc (bottomed only at the N)  ran 
across the entire site. with no noticeable decreasc in the frequency 
of finds from the N end (where an early 3rd c wharf had been 
erected - cf 1983 report) to the S end, some 70m (230ft) into the 
then river. 

Limited recording was carried out of five probably successive 
post and plank timber revetments aligned E-W, located to the S of 
those recorded in 1982, and presumably marking successive 
phases of land reclamation from the river. Most. if not all five, of 
these structures were braced on the riverward side; the latest 
three at least appear to have been of 14th c date. 

At the SE of the site, two opposed facing stone river walls 
aligned N-S probably represent a late medieval inlet some 6m 
(20ft) wide. There appears to have been no  land reclamation in 
the area since the early 15th c. 

The W end of the 15th c undercroftlvestry of the church of St 
Botolph (partly excavated in 1982) was recorded on the W 
boundary of the site. Survival here was to a higher level than at 
the E side of the structure, with possible evidence for a window in 
an upper storey; a lower window proved to be the same as that 
observed externally from the W on the adjacent New Fresh Wharf 
site in 1974, (at that time thought to have been of 17th c). 

With the help of members of the Society of Thames Mudlarks 
and Antiquaries. Mepees Ltd and staff of GLC waste disposal 
services, apparently chronolbgically consistent assemblages of 
finds were recovered, both on  and off the site. The Roman 
objects are the most varied series to have been recovered from the 
City for a generation, while the 14th c group has no parallel from 
London archaeological excavations. 

From the Roman period are decorated dress fittings and 
pendants. leaden seals for merchandise (one example with a 
representation of Britannia). a brass seal matrix depicting a 
betrothed couple, several ear  scoopslligulae, and a flagon lid with 
a thumbpiece in the form of a duck. Medieval objects include 
series of pilgrims' and other badges. dress accessories, various 
tokens (one group has examples at different stages of manufac- 
ture, others have pornographic overtones), late 14th c cloth seals, 
a wooden buckler, various knives and tools, miniature vessels and 
other toys, mirror cases, a large group of shoes, and items of 



fishing equipment and weaponry. O f  particular importance are a 77-78 Gracechurch Street TQ 3302 8101 (B. Pye) 
youth's sword of high quality with a decorated blade. and all four Excavation by arrangement with Land Securities Ltd took place 
sections of a straight trumpet some 5ft hin (1.68m) long when here in July 1984. A trench 17.5m (57Y2ft) E-W X l m  (3ft 3in) 
assembled. wide was excavated by machine and hand, the chief evidence 

4-6 Copthall Avenue T O  3278 8141 (C. Maloney) 
A watching brief, funded by London and Paris Properties. is 

currently in progress on this upper Walbrook site. The first major 
Roman development was represented by a dump of distinctive 
blue clay which has been noted elsewhere in the filling and 
levelling up of channels of the Walbrook stream. On the W side 0.f 
the site an NNE-SSW orientated road. bordered by a timber-lined 
drain, lay above further dumping. It seems to have fallen into 
disuse before the end of the Roman period. To  the E of and level 
with the road, a W-E aligned drainage channel was banked and 
revetted with wattlework and raised the ground surface. Above, 
timber posts and piles were associated with internal and external 
surfaces. The ground surface was raised again and cut by a final 
drainage channel, truncated by the modern basement. WC. 

27-29 Eastcheap TQ 3305 8084 (S. Rivikre) 
Excavation took place from November 1983 to January 1984 in 

the basement of a standing building by arrangement with Land 
Securities Ltd. The site covered an 'L'-shaped area roughly 8m X 
8m (26ft X 26ft)and to a depth of just under 2m (hY2ft). 

Natural gravels occurred at a height of c 11.0m (36ft) O D  and 
were sealed by 0 . 2 - 0 . 3 m  (8-12in) of redeposited natural brick- 
earth. There were four phases of Roman activity. none later than 
the mid 2nd c. The earliest consisted of several small rubbish pits 
(one of which contained four high quality intaglios of approx 
Neronian date) and trample surfaces, which were sealed by the 
first signs of a structure. This consisted of an E-W brickearth sill, 
a N-S slot with several associated brickearth, gravel and plank 
floors. This was sealed by 0.2m (8in) of partially in situ fire debris, 
probably Boudiccan, which scorched and burnt the plank floors. 
The fire debris was then levelled out to prepare for a 6m (20ft) 
long N-S beam slot with four regularly spaced groups of four 
post-holes cutting into it. This piled foundation had one associ- 
ated floor surface but no indication of the nature of the 
superstructure. The last structure was also a N-S slot with 
associated post-holes but no associated surfaces. 

Cutting into the Roman stratigraphy across the whole site was a 
sequence of medieval storage and rubbish pits. none earlier than 
12th c. and a large 4.5m X 2.5m (14ft 9in X 8ft 2in) 15th c chalk 
lined cess pit; from which came a complete 15th c Italian Archaic 
Majolica jug. A 19th c cess pit and a brick arched sewer and 
modern drains complete the sequence. 

1-2 Gracechurch Street TQ 3303 8109 (T. Brigham) 
A watching brief. funded by the Trustees of the London 

Parochial Charities, was carried out in September to October 
1984, on a small site adjacent to the church of St Peter Cornhill. 

Some 3.5m ( l l f t  6in) of Roman stratigraphy were recorded in 
section beneath 4m (13ft) of 18th and 19th c make-ups. 
All the natural brickearth (normally 2m. 6%ft, thick) had been 

removed during the 1st c A D ,  with no sign of natural gravels at 
the lowest point of excavation (lOm, 33ft, OD).  This indicates 
either local quarrying or ,  more likely, trenching for a sub- 
basement of similar depth to one recorded by P. Marsden at Nos 
3-6, within the first basilica. 

The lowest recorded deposits were gravelly green silts dated 
A D  55-80 and sealed by a series of brickearth make-ups and slabs, 
with occasional thin mortar floors. These were divided centrally 
by a 0.3m (lft) gravel feature, possibly a path or corridor. This 
sequence was then overlain by l m  (3ft 3in) thick brickearth slabs 
over the whole area, culminating in a thin fire horizon, probably 
of Hadrianic date (c A D  125). This destroyed the existing 
building, which was broadly contemporary with the nearby first - . . 
forum. 

After clearance of fire debris, a U.7m (2ft 3in) concrete floor, 
part of the larger second forum/basilica covered the site. This in 
turn was sealed by 0.5m (lf t  8in) of dark earth containing voussoir 
tiles from the collapsed basilica roof. All later deposits were 
destroyed by post-medieval activity. 

coming from sections. 
The first phase of activity recorded above natural brickearth 

consisted of silty surfaces and brickearth slab layers, with gravel 
surfaces above, possibly part of an early Roman open area found 
on surrounding sites. In the E of the present site this was followed 
by the construction of two parallel N-S walls of ragstone and 
cobbles about 4.5m (14ft 9in) apart, probably part of the E wing 
of the Flavian forum. About 4m (14ft) to the W lay a third N-S 
foundation of ragstone 1.8m (6ft) wide; the W wall of the E wing 
was then demolished and 0.7m (2ft 3in) of sandy gravels laid on 
top of it. This suggests that the third foundation, used with the E 
of the two walls, constituted a doubling of the E forum range into 
the courtyard. The two walls of this second phase were 
subsequently demolished to foundation level, and covered with 
gravel, mortar and brickearth surfaces probably from the cour- 
tyard of the Hadrianic forum. 

Leadenhall Street, 32-40 Mitre Street TQ 3348 8113 (S. Riviere) 
An excavation was carried out between July and November 

1984, funded by Speyhawk Land and Estates Ltd. A cross-section 
of all periods from Roman to present day were examined 
including standing masonry of the priory of Holy Trinity Aldgate. 

The Roman material suggested the presence of at least six 
successive 1st and 2nd c timber structures represented by lines of 
post-holes and slots which re-used the same E-W line. Very few 
associated surfaces were uncovered and nearly all appeared to be 
external. One of these timber structures was a piled foundation 
within linear cuts identified in two areas to give a total length of at 
least 8m (26ft), and consisting of deep timber piles, three to a 
row, supporting a masonry superstructure, which had been almost 
completely robbed out. In medieval contexts, large quantities of 
good quality painted plaster, opus signinurn, tessera cubes and 
other buiding material suggested the presence of a fine building 
nearby, and it is possible that the piled foundation could have 
supported such a building. One of the fragments of Roman 
building material found in a medieval context was the unusual 
survival, intact, of the join between the top of a wall and the first 
tiles of a roof: two tegulae, sealed by an imbrex and held in place 
by a wedge-shaped piece of mortar, on  top of the top tile of the 
wall, giving the correct angle for the slope of the roof. 

Heavily truncating the Roman stratigraphy across the whole 
length of the site, (c 3Om, 98ft), there followed a deliberate 
preparation for a ?late Saxon graveyard. No trace of an associated 
church was found. There were 42 articulated burials, of three 
basic types, buried within simple cuts, o r  within wooden coffins, 
or most commonly, within stone and mortar lined cists. T o  the W, 
the burials cut one into another causing a build-up of a sequence 
of at least 10 burials in one area. By contrast, the burials to the E 
were positioned carefully next to each other with very little 
disturbance. Unfortunately, the join between the areas was 
disturbed by later intrusions. 

The site covered a portion of the S side of the church of the 
priory of Holy Trinity, Aldgate, founded in 1108. The 12th c 
foundations for the S wall of the church and the outline of almost 
the whole of the S transept foundations were excavated, together 
with foundations, and c 3.5m ( l l f t  6in) of superstructure, of a 
chapel with an apsidal E end on  the outside of the NE corner of 
the transept. Part of the SW corner of a second chapel (to the E of 
the apsidal chapel), was recorded together with a later 14th or  
15th c arch which formed the entrance from the church to the 
chapel. Only one small area of internal flooring survived; a series 
of mortar surfaces, possibly originally sealed by tiles; a small area 
of painted plaster inside the apsidal chapel remained on the wall. 
The apsidal chapel was squared externally and was founded on 
rough courses of chalk and mortar, with the superstructure of 
ragstone, flint, re-used Roman tile, and more unusually, blocks of 
limestone, and possibly Caen stone. About 0.4m (lf t  4 in) above 
floor level was a course, inside and outside, of chamfered stones 
and the corners were treated specially, with close-fitting ashlar 



blocks. Several architectural features both on the arch and the 
chapel have warranted the preservation of both within the new 
development. 

An external area between the two chapels contained material 
contemporary with and later than the Priory. During the life of 
the priory it appeared to have no special status but received mixed 
dumps and some pitting, and may possibly have been associated 
with medieval properties fronting on Leadenhall Street, perhaps 
as a backyard. In 1532 the Dissolution was reflected in a change of 
use of the apsidal chapel in the 16th c to that of a cellar with a 
doorway and later a window knocked through the E wall. The 
external area to the E became covered with roof slates, probably 
from the church, and was then raised to a height level with the 
doorway in the chapel. A large timber structure was erected 
between the two still standing chapels, respecting their S limits, 
and a series of external metallings formed an alleyway or  
courtyard to the S of the chapels and timber structure. The apsidal 
chapel continued to be re-used, with several other additions into 
the 19th c,  when a new series of basements and a cobbled 
courtyard finally truncated and sealed it. These buildings were 
dismantled after bombing in the second World War. 

27-30 Lime Street T O  3312 3347 (T. Williams) 
A watching brief was undertaken during groundworks on this 

site in August-November 1983. and excavations were carried out 
within the building under construction from April to September 
1984. All work was generously funded by Trollope and Colls 
(City) Ltd. 

The area of excavation was 20m X 3.5m (66ft X l l f t  6in) 
aligned approximately NE-SW, immediately E of the Hadrianic 
forum and on the N side of the 1983 excavations at 25-6 Lime 
Street. The first phases of activity comprised a brickearth slab, an 
E-W ditch and surfaces. and a subsequent timber building dating 
to c A D  50-60 with a cesspit containing some early Roman glass. 
Debris of the Boudiccan fire was followed by masonry structure 
after AD70, also destroyed by fire, probably in the late Flavian 
period ( A D  80-96). This was replaced by a timber-strip building 
with painted plaster wall. destroyed in the Hadrianic Fire (AD c 
125). A further masonry building followed: the foundations used 
piles and rammed chalk. The walls formed a substantial N-S range 
along the E side of the road bordering the forum; it was also 
recorded in the excavation at 25-6 Lime Street to the S,  where it 
had an apsidal S end. A connecting E-W range suggests a building 
at least 30m (98ft) N-S and 25m (82ft) E-W. The function remains 
unclear. 

A fragment of chalk and ragstone foundation at the NE corner 
of the site represented an early medieval undercroft aligned on 
Lime Street. On the evidence of this site. the establishment of 
post-Roman Lime Street cannot be dated earlier than the 
12th-13th C. 

43 London Wall TQ 3271 8153 ( T  Wilmott: archive report by D. 
Malt & C. Spence) 

The excavations. funded by Gleesons Ltd, were on the W edge 
of the Walbrook Valley just inside the line of the Roman City 
Wall E of Moorgate and immediately W of a N-S aligned Roman 
road. The site was completed in November 1984. 

In the mid 2nd c the natural ground surface was truncated at 
8.48111 (27ft 10in) O D  with large open ditches dug, aligned 
NW-SE and N-S. the later probably being part of the roadside 
ditch. The N-S ditch was replaced with a plank-lined drain, and on  
higher ground to the W of the road a post-built structure 
constructed. Occupation was brief and from the late 3rd c to the 
11th c little activity was recorded. The drainage pattern was 
re-established in the 11th c by the cutting of an E-W aligned open 
ditch. No major development of the area is found until the 
post-medieval period. 

The complex drainage patterns of the site, essential for any 
development of the area, show the difficulty in maintaining a 
stable ground surface in this part of the Walbrook Valley. Until 
the post-medieval period this area, except for one short period of 
Roman development. can only be considered as marginal land 
within the City walls. 

12-14 Mitre Street TQ 3342 8119 (B. Pye) 
A watching brief was carried out in May and June 1984 at a site 

within the precinct of Holy Trinity Priory. Only cut features 
remained as the basement had truncated natural brickearth at 
11.7111 (38ft 5in) O D .  The earliest features were a series of large 
quarry pits backfilled in the 2nd c. In t h e ' E  half of the site these 
had been truncated by a medieval graveyard, presumably 
belonging to Holy Trinity Priory. Two small chalk. rag and 
greensand block foundations cut into the graveyard horizons. In 
the W half of the site the quarry pits were truncated by early 
medieval (1050-1150 A D )  and 18th c rubbish pits; a brick cesspit 
produced a large group of earlylmid 18th c d d e s t i c  material. 

6-7 New Bridge Street, 21 Bridge Lane TQ 3161 81 12 (B. Pye) 
In February 1984 a watching brief funded by Taylor Woodrow 

Developments Ltd, was conducted on this site on the W side of 
the River Fleet. Natural deposits were recorded sloping down the 
valley side from W to E at c 1 in 11. These deposits changed from 
gravels in the W through brickearth in the middle to London Clay 
Fn the E .  

- 

The W end of the site included a brick built basement and cess 
pit truncating dumped deposits. These features were covered and 
filled by fire debris presumably on the pottery evidence from the 
Great Fire (1666). Towards the E end of the site, natural 
brickearth was overlain by medieval dumped material. possibly to 
raise the ground surface above the Fleet. These deposits had been 
truncated by a probably post-medieval brick and chalk block 
basement, with a decayed timber floor, and by two wells. one 
brick lined, the other lined with square chalk blocks. At the E end 
of the site were substantial chalk foundations with associated 
timber posts which overlay and were themselves overlain by 
dumped materials. Timber platform structures on top of natural 
were overlain by dumped material dated 1100-1150 A D .  The 
purpose of these structures is uncertain, but they could be 
terracing of the Fleet Valley, probably of medieval date. 

35-38 New Bridge Street TQ 3167 8103 (P. Chitwood) 
During May-June 1984 a small excavation within machine- 

cleared construction trenches produced evidence of early, prob- 
ably Roman, development of the E bank of the Fleet, with 2 
sequences of land reclamation extending the bank and stabilised 
with posts. 

These dumps were truncated by the steep N-S construction cut 
for the Blackfriars City wall extension of between 1283-1320 
which survives still in places to a height of 3.95111 (13ft) O D .  
Generally 1.8m (6ft) wide, with a randomly coursed chalk core. a 
sudden step out on the E face and a gradual increase in width 
towards the N could suggest buttressing for the bridge to the 16th 
c Bridewell Palace (known to lie under Apothecary Street, 
immediately N of the site). 

The W face of the wall changes character frequently along its 
length, ranging from well-dressed monumental rectangular ashlar 
blocks to small irregular crudely-worked ragstones with flints. 
Dressed blocks of chalk form the vertical E face, protected by 
constant backfilling during construction with steps-in correspond- 
ing very closely to chan es in construction on the W side (ie 
foundation/batter/verticalf . 

In the S the wall changes dramatically in both construction and 
alignment (NE-SW). There i s n o  evidence for the continuation in 
a straight line of the N-S wall, so this portion, with its arched brick 
drain and the inclusion of brick in the core, probably represents a 
later rebuilding of the wall, possibly during the 17th c construction 
of the Fleet canal. This later use of bricks is also apparent in 
repairs to the W face of the N-S wall and in additions such as 
drains. 
The W face of the wall was eventually sealed by the mixed rubble 
dumps used to fill in the Fleet ditch in the 18th c. 
7-8 Philpot Lane TQ 3304 8088 (R.  Lea) 

Recording work during underpinning of the medieval under- 
croft and refurbishment of 18th c buildings above was funded by 
the GLC and Wates Development Ltd. 

The character of the sequence of natural gravels and brickear- 
th.Roman dumps, surfaces, pitting and fire debris, followed by 



medieval pitting was similar to that found previously at 6 Philpot 
Lane to the N and 9-10 Philpot Lane to the S. Gravels and silts 
interpreted as Philpot Lane first appeared in the medieval period 
and pre-date the construction of the undercroft. 

The undercroft is tunnel-vaulted in hrick, divided into four bays 
by three transverse plain chamfered greensand vault ribs forming 
low three-centred arches which die into the walls without capitals. 
The walls. of chalk, rag, flint and yellow lime mortar, are 
roughfaced internally and set in construction cuts externally. 
Window embrasures in the two N bays opened eastwards into 
Philpot Lane and in the second bay from the N, westwards into 
Brabant Court. The window in the second bay from the N had 
moulded unglazed jambs, socketed to receive iron bars, and a 
chamfered cill at the springing height of the vault. The jambs were 
simply moulded with a large ogee curve and chamfer. Groin vault 
cells in the main vault arched over the window embrasures, anda 
larger vault cell in the third bay from the N on the E side was 
probably the main entrance. In the W wall of this bay is a large 
opening corresponding with a segmental brick relieving arch in 
the vault above. A curving wall face in the SE corner may have 
been part of a spiral staircase. The character of the undercroft 
would suggest a construction date in the 15th or  16th c. There 
were no internal floors dating from this period but externally the 
rise in the level of Philpot Lane was shown by a sequence of 
modifications to the window in the W wall of thc undcrcroft in thc 
form of brick and rendered light wells. 

Probably in the late 17th c following the Great Fire, brickwork 
was set against the N and S walls and a brick floor laid. The vault 
in the NE corner was modified to give access to the ground floor 
and against the N wall. and in subsequent floors traces of timber 
stairs were found. The window, the possible entrance and passage 
were blocked, and doors were cut through the west wall giving 
access to two brick tunnel vaulted cellars over a brick vaulted cess 
pit reusing a well. A door was also cut through the N wall to a 
third brick tunnel vaulted cellar. At ground floor level parts of the 
S, W and N brick walls survived from a building above the 
undercroft. The ragstone arches now leading to Brabant Court 
probably also date from this period. 

Probably in the mid to late 18th c the huilding at ground floor 
and above was radically reconstructed as two four-storey build- 
ings fronting onto Philpot Lane and the undercroft below was 
correspondingly divided mid-bay. The Flemish bond hrick facade 
of the two buildings was divided by horizontal bands of projecting 
brickwork corresponding to the floor levels. The party wall 
dividing 7 and 8 was of timber construction with brick infill. The 
first floor joists were modified and new floors constructed for the 
remaining floors. The first and second floors were panelled 
throughout with raised and fielded panelling in the principal 
rooms and arolo moulded and plain panelling in the lesser rooms. 
The staircases in the two buildings are identical, with carved tread 
ends and ramped handrails. Deep chimney breasts, some with 
original stone surrounds and fragments or  traces of tiling survived 
in the above ground floors and in the ground floor of No 8. 

2-4 Skinners Lane TQ 3240 8088 (P. Rowsome) 
An excavation funded by Harbour Developments Ltd. was 

conducted from December 1983 to March 1984, and consisted of 
two separate areas of excavation: one within the basement of a 
standing building and the other in a courtyard to the N. Seven 
periods of activity were recorded overlying natural deposits of 
sand, gravel and sandy-silt (brickearth) which survived to a 
truncated level of 6.30111 (20ft sin) O D .  At the N of the site 
natural was cut by pits filled with redeposited natural, and sealed 
by a sequence of dumped deposits. These deposits were cut by a 
large ragstone foundation of late Roman date. The foundation 
was partially robbed and the robbing trench backfilled with a 
large quantity of roof tile, the backfill sealed by medieval pitting 
and dumping. A post-Great Fire sequence sealed the medieval 
deposits and consisted of dumping and levelling in the N, and of a 
building sequence in the S. In the S truncated natural was overlain 
by elements of a brick building with vaulted cellars which fronted 
onto Skinners Lane. A contemporary brick-built drainage system 
was situated at the back of the structures. Several phases of 18th 

and 19th c rebuilding followed, all the buiding phases conforming 
to the same property boundaries; one incorporated a large group 
of 17thi18th c sugar refining pottery vessels as backfill. 

St. Ethelburga, Bishopsgate TQ 3318 8136 (R.  Lea) 
Parts of the external base of the E wall and E window of the 

medieval church were revealed during repair work to the roof of 
the vestry. 

The face of the wall was of uncoursed rag and sandstone. The 
sandstone S jamb and sill of the E window were only partially 
revealed. The hollow chamfer on the jamb suggested a similar 
type of moulding to the one recorded in the N wall in 1982. The 
window was blocked by post-Fire (probably 18th c) brickwork. 
Quoinwork in the E face of the wall of the S E  corner of the 
medieval church was also observed. 

St Mary-at-Hill church TQ 3258 8076 (R.  Lea) 
Part of the fabric of the medieval church of St Mary-at-Hill has 

surfaced during repairs to the roof timbers in the N aisle at the W 
end of the church. The work was funded by the GLC. 

Parts of the medieval N wall, faced in well squared Kentish rag 
ashlar, and the heads of two pointed segmental arched windows 
were exposed when render and plaster were stripped from the 
external and internal elevations. Wren's circular window above 
the N door was centred in the W of the two windows. The E 
window was of same type. The hood mouldings had been broken 
off but traces of the moulding and stops remained. The jamb and 
arch mouldings were only partially visible and had apparently 
been rendered prior to the insertion of the Wren brickwork. 
Internally the face of the wall was rough coursed rag and chalk. 
Above the W window there were no traces of a wall rib or  
shoulder for the support of a vault, implying a timber roof in the 
N aisle at least in this bay. The medieval work would appear to be 
15th or  16th c. 

19 St. Swithin Lane TQ 3271 8094 (K. Steadman) 
From mid-June to mid-August 1984 excavations, funded by 

Haslemere Estates, within the basement of a standing building, 
examined two contrasting sequences. 

In the larger trench (Area I), fence remains and quarrying cut 
into natural gravel were sealed by surfaces within a lean-to or  
verandah associated with an E-W post and trench foundation. 
This activity was truncated by a gravel quarry pit backfilled with 
redeposited material, including fire debris. Above this, evidence 
for external activity was sealed by two successive internal surfaces 
without associated structural divisions. The latest of these had an 
A D  120 terminus post quem, while all earlier features contained 
1st c A D  pottery. Dumps of redeposited material truncated by 
features dated to after 1050 A D  including part of an internal 
surface and a rubbish pit. Several medieval pits and a post-Fire 
cellar completed the sequence. 

In Area 11, four successive N-S external divisions were sealed 
by internal features with minor structural divisions, similarly 
aligned to early features in Area I ,  and with a 1st c A D  terminus 
post quem. Evidence for further internal activity, but on a slightly 
different alignment and including some 2nd c pottery was 
truncated by the insertion of a medieval external surface overlain 
by dumping and pits. The finds generally indicated a normal 
Roman domestic assemblage. 

CROYDON 

991101 Park Lane (TQ 3264 6496) Croydon Natural History and 
Scientific Society (J. Davison) 

Excavation was carried out to see if there were any features o r  
finds associated with the nearby pagan Saxon cemetery (Edridge 
Road). None were found but a post-medieval ditch was located. 
Finds included flint cores and tools and pottery of the Roman, 
medieval and post-medieval periods. 

'Redcourt', 27 Stanhope Road (TQ 3307 6504) CNHSS (J. 
Davison) 

Pottery found on this site in 1910 indicated an occupation site of 
the Romano-British period. Our  excavation uncovered a short 



length of a 'clay with flints' wall and the robber trench for a 
further stretch of the wall, backfilled with clay and soil but 
without the flints. There was one post hole in the bottom of the 
trench. 

An area of flint cobbles was found under a depo black silt. This 
area, along with pits and ditches cut into the natural clay and also 
filled with black silt. produced Iron Age and Roman pottery, 
pieces of quern stone, clay loomweights and a few animal bones. 
Two bronze coins and a bronze brooch were also recovered. 

EALING 

St. Mary's Road, former Ealing Rectory (TQ 177 801) Museum of 
London with WLAFG (J. Cotton and A .  Lewis) 

Site watching revealed a small scatter of medieval pottery 
including Surrey white wares. 

FULHAM 

Kings Head Public House, 4 Fulham High Street (TQ 2431 7623) 
(K. R.  Whitehouse for DOE) 

The pub garden lies within the Fulham Palace Moated site 
scheduled Ancient Monument. Construction of a lavatory block 
and landscaping followed on  the demolition of a small block of 
Victorian flats, that were subsiding into an apparently unrecorded 
moat or  ditch, that appears to run parallel with the moat infilled 
1921-24. The ditch contained over 2m (6Mft) of silt deposits and 
clay, rich in organic remains that are awaiting analysis. Initial C14 
dating of plant remains preserved beneath a relining clay layer, 
gave a date of A D  570t80 .  Beneath the relining are 0.6m (2ft) of 
silt deposits suggesting that the construction date of the ditch is 
earlier. The apparent Dark Age dating is the first evidence of 
occupation between the end of the Romano-British settlement 
and the acquisition by the Bishop.of London c A D  704 and may 
suggest that there was an earthwork on the site prior to the 8th c. 

Peterborough Road, Fulham (TQ 2562 7573) Fulham Archaeolo- 
gical Rescue Group (K. R .  Whitehouse) - Site-watching revealed approx. 50 Neolithic sherds and a 
handful of worked flints with burnt stones in an area of approx. 
2m2 (22sq.ft). No other contractor trench revealed similar 
material. The sherds are from at least three vessels and several 
rims are present. No features were recognised. The site is about 
200111 (650ft) from the Thames. 

Woolneigh Street (Mann & Overton site), South Park (TQ 2568 
7598) F A R G  (K.  R.  Whitehouse) 

Site-watching disclosed that large parts of the site were 
disturbed with contractors trenches liable to collause without 

Indexer 
Bibliography of 

Greater London Archaeology 

One part-time indexer on Community Prog- 
ramme to provide grid references for this 
bibliography. 

Applicants should have archaeologylgeogra- 
phy training or experience. 

Pay is f60lweek for 18-hour week payable 
through Task Undertakings Ltd. 8 month 
contract. 

Applicat ions f rom:  Personnel  Officer,  
Museum of London, 150 London Wall, Lon- 
don EC2Y 5HN. 

shoring. However, two areas produced evidence of Iron Age 
occupation. A shallow trench for a drain, cut through a brown 
sand containing many small fragments of flint tempered pottery 
plus many fragments of burnt stones. Nearby, a section of an 
existing basement revealed a U-shaped feature with a thin silt 
deposit at its base - pit o r  ditch? The sandy infill contained small 
fragments of pottery and burnt stones similar to those from the 
drainage trench. Above the feature were several medieval glazed 
sherds. A few similar I.A. sherds were found in adjoining layers 
as little as 0.45m (18in) below present ground surface. Sherds are 
similar to fragments found at Imperial Road, a distance of 800111 
(l/2 mile) to the E. in 1975. 

N.T.G.B. Stove Depot, Imperial Road, Fulham (TQ 2590 7670) 
F A R G  (K. R.  Whitehouse & R. J .  Hurst) 

Site watching during development for sheltered housing, 
produced a small amount of pottery of uncertain date but possibly 
late Iron Age. Several sherds were of a hand made black 
burnished fabric with a brown core but unfortunately no rims 
were found. Some evidence of the Eelbrook that ran to the W of 
the site along Bagleys Lane was noted. Adjoining layers were 
clayey and iron-stained. 

HAMMERSMITH 

West-End Boathouse, Lower Mall, Hammersmith (TQ 2431 7623) 
(K. R.  Whitehouse for DOE) 

Site watching revealed that the subsoil was brickearth and 
contained no evidence of early occupation. As this stretch of the 
Thames, near Hammersmith Bridge, has produced may prehistor- 
ic finds over the last century it was hoped that occupation would 
be found. A t  the NE corner of the site, the brickearth had been 
removed for brick making and burnt brick waste used as infjll with 
18th c rubbish. 

HARROW 

Pinner Hill Golf Club T O  1096 9158 (Pinner Local History 
Society) 

An ice-house near Pinner Hill House was cleared of rubbish 
and a 5ft (1.5m) floor of earth, and found to be in a very good 
state of preservation. The bones of 18 different animals of 7 
species were found in the drain below the central terracotta 
grating. The 12ft (3.7m) deep 9ft (2.7m) wide ice-house is 
accessible via the dome-hole only, as the entrance tunnel has been 
filled in again to restore the site to its current state. The date of 
the ice-house seems to be mid-19th c. but more work next summer 
on the footings of associated buildings may help to date it more 
accurately. The ice-house and site have been thoroughly sur- 
veyed. 

Harrow Weald Kiln (TQ 1475 9270) Stanmore and Harrow 
Historical Society (G. Salveson) 

The new owner of the kiln gave permission for trial excavations 
in the grounds during the period of renovation to the property. 
Two excavations were carried out in areas where garden features 
and outbuildings had been demolished. The first followed the 
course of a garden wall which was at one time the boundary of the 
property, showing that this had been built in the mid to late 19th c 
over a line of post holes which unfortunately produced no finds 
and were therefore undatable. The second contained the footings 
of a large outbuilding reputed to have been used as stables. This 
was divided into two areas. One,  a square area. possibly an earlier 
kiln, abutted onto the larger rectangular area. Both areas were 
tiled with plain red tile. but earth moving plant had been driven 
over and parked on the larger area crushing the tile floor. This 
was therefore removed unrecorded. A trial trench was opened up 
at the S E  end of the building. The trial trench revealed very little 
apart from a post hole against the NW brick wall foundaton of the 
later stables. The area of excavation at the S E  end revealed three 
small areas of coke storage. Further work revealed that the 
building had been built through a dump of waste material 
containing ash with brick and tile rubble, either from an 
undiscovered kiln, o r  from the main kiln nearer the house. There 



is evidence for intermediate activity between the laying down of 
the dump and the building of the stable, in the form of post holes 
though no definite plan has so far been recovered. WC. 

HAVERING 

Manor Farm, Upminster (TQ 577 846) Passmore Edwards 
Museum (M. J. Stone) 

Excavations to the W. of earlier work (LA 4 (14) Summer 1984) 
387) recorded a further series of ditches. The earliest ditches 
recorded consisted of two rectangular enclosures 26 X 30m (85ft 
X 98ft), which can probably be interpreted as field enclosures. 
Finds were of late Iron Agetearly Roman pottery, flint, animal 
and human bone and daub. Later ditches followed the earlier 
layout with divisions consisting of smaller enclosures containing 
2ndl3rd c Roman pottery including complete vessels, slag, Belgic 
brick, and Roman tile fragments. The enclosures were cut by 
three large unconnected ditches and an area of occupation. Finds 
were numerous amounts of slag and burnt clay, 3rdl4th c Roman 
pottery. 

The Dagenhams.(TQ 548 939) Passmore Edwards Museum (M. J. 
Stone) 

First ploughing of a horse meadow revealed an area of 
post-medieval pottery, brick and tile. Field survey and trial 
trenching indicated a brick built building 14 X 12m (46ft X 39ft) 
with a gravel yard to the NE with much 16th-19th c pottery, clay 
pipes, lava querns and glass bottle fragments. To the N an area of 
15thl16th c pottery was recorded along with a probably infilled 
pond and line of earlier field boundaries. 

Romford Market, Romford, (TQ 513 891) Passmore Edwards 
Museum (M. J. Stone) 

Excavations commenced in April 1984 to the NE of Romford 
Market in three areas prior to a shopping centre development. 
Although no features of prehistoric or Roman date were found, 
residual flint flakes and cores, Roman pottery lstl2nd c, 
fragments of pottery lamps, amphora and tiles were.recorded. 
The Roman finds probably originate from a cemetery to the E,  
part of which was found c 1976 but not reported by the developer. 
The absence of medieval activity agrees with the documentary 
evidence that this part of the town was open ground until the 16th 
C. 

From the middle of the 16th c a major ditch was under 
construction which can probably be identified as a burgage ditch 
defining the now urban part of the town. The construction was 
apparently abandoned resulting in four unconnected lengths of 
ditch. Much 16th c pottery of late Mill Green type and a coin of 
Henry V111 came from primary fills. The ditches were in part 
utilised for the collection and storage of water for a tannery. A 
group of 3 wood lined tanks 0.80 X 1.80m (2ft 8in X 6ft) were 
constructed close to part of the ditches. These were cut by 4 wood 
lined tanks 1.0 X 2.60111 (3ft 3in X 8ft 6in) and associated with a 
timber built structure roofed with pantiles. To the S features, 
probably washing troughs for tanning, were cut into the sand and 
lined with clay and wood, and further circular brick lined vats 
were built. Finds from the tanning area consisted of numerous 
leather offcuts, and two shoes, bone tools and knives and 
numerous examples of greensand architectural fragments, glazed 
floor tiles, bricks and tile were tipped into the tanks. A row of 
timber and brick buildings was then erected fronting onto the 
market with enclosed gardens at the rear. Substantial parts of 
these buildings survived until the 1970s when the area was levelled 
and grassed over. WC. 

HILLINGDON 
Church Road, West Drayton (TQ 062 795) Museum of London 
with WLAFG (J. Cotton) 

Further substantial brick foundations uncovered during the 
construction of a swimming pool in the back garden of 30 Church 
Road - immediately to the west of earlier excavations and 

sitewatching - probably represent part of the stable block 
attached to the Tudor house built by William Paget between 1546 
and 1549 (for plan see LA 4 (5) (Winter 1981) 123). 

Holloway Close, West Drayton (c TQ 060 783) Museum of London 
with WLAFG (J. Cotton and J. Mills) 

Sitewatching of works associated with the widening of the M4 
motorway recovered evidence of features of prehistoric and 
Saxon date. These included a series of LBA scoops and a gully 
and a two-post sunken hut, the latter associated with a quantity of 
grass-tempered pottery of probable Early-Middle Saxon date. 
Another Saxon sunken hut was excavated in 1982 at Holloway 
Lane, mile (800m) to the SE. (LA 4 (11) (Summer 1983) 288). 

Holloway Lane, Harmondsworth (TQ 065 781) Museum of 
London with WLAFG (J. Mills) 

Sitewatching to the N of previous work recovered features of 
prehistoric and Romano-British date, including several shallow 
pits and gullies. In particular, one small scoop produced some 800 
sherds of late Neolithic Grooved Ware together with a series of 
flint scrapers. 

Park Wood, Ruislip (c TQ 092 892) Museum of London with 
WLAFG and Ruislip, Northwood & Eastcote Local History 
Society (J. Cotton) 

Following the recovery of a LBA socketed spearhead by a 
metal-detector user, small-scale excavation around the findspot 
revealed two phases of activity in the form of shallow scoops cut 
into the natural London clay. 

Sipson Lane, Harlington (TQ 078 784) Museum of London with 
West London and Spelthorne Archaeological Field Groups (J. 
Cotton and J .  Mills) 

Sitewatching over an area of c 15,000m2 (33/4 acres) and 
detailed examination of c 5,000 (11/4 acres) to the N and W of 
previous work has revealed a complex sequence of featues 
ranging in date from the later Neolithic to EarlyIMiddle Saxon 
periods. 

The majority of the features appear to be of Romano-British 
date, and include a series of rubbish-filled pits, boundary ditches 
and a large sub-oval gravel quarry, whose waterlogged lower fill 
contained an interesting group of wooden objects comprising art 
of a ladder, a decorated ?fence plank and several substantial Grid 
probably structural) timbers c 2m (61/2ft) in length. 

Other notable finds include a small Mousterian handaxe recovered from the base of 

the natural brickearth: conjoining fragments of a qingle polished flint axe from two 

shallow Neolithic scoops. and a considerable quantity of Deverel-Rimhury pottery from 

the upper fill of a wide shelving ditch. 

15-17 High Street, Uxbridge (TO 056 841) Museum of London with West London and 

Spelthorne Archaeological Field Groups (l. Mills & J .  Cotton) 

The earliest features revealed were a series of gravel-cut pits and scoops together with 

a length of V-section gully (see LA 5 (1) (Winter 1984) for full details). 

Later occupation was confined to the medieval and post-medieval periods. Initially 

the burgage plot was marked out by shallow gullies of probably 12th c date. Traces of 

13th c post-built trmber buildings and flint wall foundations were recovered. later 

replaced by a rectangular 14th c bwlding of beam-slot constructmn, c 8 X 5.20m (26ft X 

17ft), divided into two bays. A cross-wmg to this building, added r 1400, may have been 
a kitchen annexe associated with pitched-tile hearths and a keyhole-shaped oven. 

Archaeomagnetic dates were obtained for hearths associated wlth both the beam-slot 

building and cross-wing, giving a range of dates from the fourteenth to sixteenth =.The 

cross-wing had gone out of use by c 1450. and the beam-slot building by r 1550. The 

latter was replaced by a Tudor timber-framed building of three bays. recorded in 1983 

(LA 4 (14) (Spring 1984) 387). which was associated with a later brick-built well. 

outhouses and stables. It now seems likely that this structure will be re-erected elsewhere 

wxthin the Block 111 area. 

'Pynehester' moat, Harefield (TO 0722 8678) Museum o f  London, WLAFG (J. Cotton) 

Survey o f  the small square moated site previously excavated by the Uxbridge 

Archaeological Society in the 'sixties has revealed the presence of a hitherto unrecorded 

exterior counterscarp hank surrounding all four arms of the moat. 

(to be concluded in the next issue) 




