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Excavations on the site of the Dominican Friary at 
Guildford in 1974 and 1978, by Rob Poulton and 
Humphrey Woods. Res Vol Surrey Archaeol Soc 9, 
1984. 83 pp. printed and 222pp on microfiche, 48 
figs., 53 pls., £5.00 + £1.20 postage from the Society 
at Castle Arch, Guildford. 

THE DEMOLITION of the Friary Meux brewery in 
the centre of modern Guildford severed a time- 
honoured association between the mendicant orders 
and the production of alcoholic beverages. Some 
small consolation was provided by trial trenches 
beneath it which revealed substantial survival of 
footings of the Dominican Friary believed from 
documentary evidence to have been founded in 1275 
by Eleanor of Provence in remembrance of her 
grandson Henry, son of Edward I. 

In 1974 excavation revealed the plan of the 
cloister ranges, choir and chancel, but investigation 
of the nave area had to wait until 1978, when burials 
were discovered beneath the floor. Further burials in 
two separate cemetery areas produced bones from a 
total of at least 113 individuals. 

The report opens with an introduction in which 
Rob Poulton, who directed the work in 1978 as well 
as organisng the report, describes the difficulties 
encountered in synthesising the results from two 
excavations separated not only by a considerable 
time lapse but also by, one suspects, differences of 
opinion in recording and interpretation. 

A short account of the geology and topography of 
the site is followed by a detailed summary of the 
documentary evidence concerning the Friary and its 
post-Dissolution transformations, including a valu- 
able Suppression Inventory (Item in the stepill ii 
bellys a gret and a small). 

There follows a description of a pre-friary occupa- 
tional phase which is represented by walls and other 
features stratigraphically pre-dating the friary walls, 
and not aligned with them. These are ascribed to the- 
friars de Ordine Martyrum known to have been in 
Guildford in 1260. 

Next comes a detailed presentation of the church 
and cloister range, which lay, unusually, on the 
north side of the former, to maintain its isolation 
from the nave to which the townsfolk had access by 
passing through the town wall immediately south of 
the friary. 

Another unusual feature was the single aisle on 
the south side of the nave, but otherwise the layout 
was quite typical of a small (average of 17 friars, cf 
76 at London and 106 at Bristol) Dominican house 
with dorter, frater, chapter house et al. No informa- 
tion was recovered about more peripheral buildings 
like the reredorter or infirmary. 

Following this is the burials report which occupies 
as much space as the entire archaeology of the friary. 
This seems a little excessive in view of the principal 
conclusion that the sample was too small to draw any 
conclusions. Some interesting facts emerged, howev- 
er, from a rather turgid text liberally sprinkled with 
"mandibular tori" and "gonial inversions". There 
was a complete absence of fractured bones from the 
sample, which also included a probable leper, 
surprising in view of the nearby lazar-house. 

A page each on the pottery and the post-medieval 
precede the small finds report, mostly bronze items 
such as book bosses, belt chapes, etc. which were 
found between the successive decayed floor-boards 
in the choir stalls. Fortunately for us, if not for them, 
careless friars seemed to have dropped these down 

(continued from p. 79) 
print side downwards to avoid contact with the 
pottery, the transparency has a reasonable life-span 
in comparison with curves engraved on perspex. If 
you keep the original from which the transparency 
was made, you can get more made as they wear out 
with no further effort. 

An alternative method offered by some copy 
shops is to photocopy the radius curves you have 
drawn on to thin card, and then seal this card 
between two layers of clear plastic. This process of 
lamination costs about 50p for an A4 sheet, and is 
beginning to be offered by some copy shops in the 
London area. 

Of the two methods, lamination produces a more 
robust set of curves, which is not restricted to A4 
size (unlike the transparency). However, lamination 
does not seem to be very widely available as yet. The 
curves made as a transparency are more flimsy, but 
their transparency is sometimes an advantage. With 
both methods it is important to ensure that your 
original drawing is photocopied at a scale of 1:1, 
since some copy shops automatically make a slightly 
reduced copy unless you specify otherwise, but both 
methods provide a more durable and yet fairly cheap 
set of curves which can be wiped clean with a damp 
cloth, and are crease and tear resistant. 



the chinks between the floorboards! The report 
concludes with some notes on medieval jettons, and 
an extensive bibliography. 

The general impression is of a carefully thought- 
out and stylish presentation - a lucid and readable 
text is copiously illustrated with plenty of plates and 
big user-friendly diagrams and tables. Putting the 
Level I11 and specialists reports on microfiche and 
summarising them in the printed text is a good idea 
which saves space and money (although microfiche 
readers may not be as common as the authors 
believe). My only alteration would be to trim the 
burials report quite severely and put more into the 
text about recording methods used and the deco- 
rated tiles which were found both in situ in pave- 
ments and redeposited in graves. 

Nevertheless this report represents a valuable 
contribution to the corvus of information on the . - --- -  

mendicant orders in Gneral and the history of 
Guildford in particular. 

DICK BLUER 

The Black Death: a Biological Reappraisal, by G. 
Twigg. B. T. Batsford Ltd., 1984. 240pp., 21 illus., 
bibliog., index. £14.95. 

NOT GUILTY! This is the astounding verdict 
reached by Dr. Graham Twigg in his reappraisal of 
the evidence for the alleged involvement of the black 
rat Rattus rattus in the fourteenth-century plague 
commonly known as the 'Black Death' (or 'Great 
Pestilence'). In his book, Dr. Twigg considers the 
discrepancies between the observed behaviour of 
bubonic plague in rat and human populations, in 
India and Egypt at the turn of the century, and 
medieval accounts of the disease which swept 
Europe between c 1347 and 1350. From the result of 
this careful analysis Dr. Twigg concludes that the 
'Black Death' could not have been bubonic plague 
and was not therefore spread by rats. Instead he 
suggests that the medieval plague was possibly an 
outbreak of anthrax combined with other as yet 
unidentified contagious diseases. If true, the in- 
famous reputation of the black rat is ill deserved, at 
least in western Europe. 

Graham Twigg is a highly expeienced and well 
respected zoologist who has carried out extensive 
investigations into rodent biology as well as research 
into zoonoses (animal diseases which are transmitted 
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to man). His very remarkable conclusions concern- 
ing the nature of the so-called 'Black Death' should 
therefore not be dismissed lightly. Unfortunately 
medical historians have been highly critical of Dr. 
Twigg's ideas and believe them to be entirely 
unfounded: as a result, this important study has not 
received the attention it merits. 

Having said that, I must admit that although I was 
impressed by Dr. Twigg's well argued and convinc- 
ing analysis I nevertheless cannot subscribe to all his 
views. In particular, I am not yet prepared to accept 
that Rattus rattus was largely absent from rural 
districts in medieval times; a conclusion Dr. Twigg 
reaches based solely on the lack of rat bones in an 
owl pellet assemblage from thirteenth-century Caer- 
leon (p. 81)'. From the distribution map of 
archaeological discoveries prepared by Barbara 
West2 it is clearly demonstrated that this animal was 
widely scattered throughout Britain by the four- 
teenth century and not, as Dr. Twigg contends, 
confined to the larger 'urban and trading centres, 
especially ports' (p. 112). Furthermore I disagree 
with Dr. Twigg's statement that even if rats are 
presumed to to have been present in isolated farms 
and villages, Britain's temperate climate would have 
forced these animals to remain indoors (pp. 86-88). 
Dr. Twigg considers this restricted behaviour to be 
of great significance since without contact between 
rats from neighbouring farms and village it is 
difficult to see how bubonic plague was transmitted 
across the countryside - the absence of a 'rat 
pipeline' would not however be a barrier to the 
spread of other deadly diseases such as anthrax (p. 
99). The assumption that the black rat rarely, if ever, 
ventured away from the warmth and security of 
human habitation is at variance with documentary 
and archaeological evidence. For example, there is 
contemporary documentary evidence from Norwich 
which shows that rats frequently appeared in the 
open, attracted by chickens kept in a monastic 
garden3, while the bones of immature and sub-adult 
rats found in the garden well of the Greyfriars, 
London, clearly indicates that several inexperienced 
(and intrepid) younger animals has left their nests in 
the nearby tenements and friary buildings to explore 
and forage in the overgrown convent garden, pre- 
sumably during the summer months4. 

These are however minor criticisms for what, 
taken overall, is probably the most significant 
contribution to our understanding of the 'Black 

3. T. McLean, Medieval English Gardens (1981) 37. 

4. P. Armitage and B. West (forthcoming), 'Fauna1 evidence 
from a late medieval garden well of the reyfriars, City of 
London'. See also P. Armitage (in 'Small mammal 
faunas in later medieval towns: a preliminary study in British 
urban biogeography', The Biologist. 



Death' published since J. F. D. Shrewbury's classic 
work A History of Bubonic Plague in the British Isles 
(1971). I can therefore highly recommend Dr. 
Twigg's book to all interested readers of the London 
Archaeologist. 

PHILIP ARMITAGE 

The Archaeology of Medieval England, by Helen 
Clarke. British Museum Publications, 1984. 224pp., 
48 pl., 50 figs., bibliog., index. f 12.95. 

STUDYING THE ARCHAEOLOGY of a period 
for which we have abundant written records and 
many standing buildings presents peculiar problems. 
One cannot simply ignore the mass of documentary 
evidence, not to mention all those castles and ,  
cathedrals, but on the other hand the archaeologist 
is doing his evidence less than justice if he simply 
tries to slot it into an existing historical framework. 
It must be allowed first to speak for itself, and then 
be reconciled with that from other sources. 

Helen Clarke tries to do just that in this excellent 
book. She breaks with the rigid chronological 
framework by presenting her material in six thematic 
chapters - The Countryside, Parish Churches, 
Monasteries, Castles, Crafts and Industries, and 
Towns and Trade - immediately getting our priori- 
ties right, for without agriculture and its surpluses 
none of the rest would be possible. In each she build 
up from the results of excavations and other field- 
work to show the picture as we know it, and how it 
relates to what is known historically. Not only the 
evidence itself but its quantity and quality are 
discussed, by reference to the volume of excavation 
carried out on sites of different types in recent years. 
Areas of relative ignorance (e.g. medieval industry 
other than ceramics) are high-lighted and contrasted 
with areas where rapid progress has been made. 

This book will inevitably be compared with Colin 
Platt's Medieval England (1978), and the question 
asked 'do we need both?'. I think we do - Platt's 
book is more social history as illuminated by 
archaeology, while Helen Clarke's is more strictly 
archaeological. Together, they form an excellent 
foundation for anyone wishing to study the archaeol- 
ogy of this period. Foundation, because neither is 
intended to give the whole story, and indeed I 
finished this book feeling unsatisfied, in the sense 
that my appetite had been whetted but not sated. 
This is good, as it encourages one to make use of the 
copious notes and references with which the book is 
equipped. 

To sum up, this book should encourage all 
medieval archaeologists who feel beleagered, either 
by historians who think that archaeology has nothing 
to contribute or by Romanists who feel that 'the 

medieval' is just a nuisance on the way 'down to 
Roman'. It should also encourage others to become 
more interested in this aspect of archaeology. Helen 
Clarke has done the subject a great service by 
writing this book. . CLIVEORTON 

The History and Archaeology of Ports, by Gordon 
Jackson. World's Work Ltd., 1983. 176pp., many 
illus., some in colour, bibliog., index. f 12.95 

SINCE THE PORT of London has been a primary 
element of the metropolis since Roman times, this 
book is essential reading for anyone studying the 
later development and decline of British ports. 
Although it is an extremely interesting and valuable 
book, I must say at the outset that its title is 
misleading. Anyone hoping to learn about Roman, 
Saxon or medieval ports in Britain or abroad will be 
disappointed. Indeed there is little information on 
16th century ports, and foreign ports are hardly 
considered. Instead the book deals with British ports 
from the 17th century to the present, and considers 
them most usefully by concentrating on the limited 
range of this period. 

The first chapter, entitled 'The rise of ports, c 
1450-1660' suggests that there were only primitive 
port facilities in existence in the Middle Ages and 
earlier. In fact, the more we discover of the early 
ports the more we can appreciate the achievements 
of our distant ancestors, and the author would have 
found it valuable to consult the CBA Research 
Report no. 41, Waterfront archaeology in Britain and 
northern Europe, edited by G. Milne and B. Hobley, 
1981; Medieval ships and harbours in northern 
Europe, edited by S. McGrail, BAR International 
Series 66, 1979; and Friihmittelalterliche Hand- 
elsschiffahrt in Mittel-und Nordeuropa ' by D. 
Ellmers, Neumiinster, 1972. 

The author states (p. 12, 14) that "there was 
nothing complicated about these early ports. In the 
bays ships simply threw out their anchor and landed 
goods by boat on the open beach, as they did in 
Hastings, for instance, till the nineteenth century. In 
rivers they lay alongside the bank and were loaded 
and unloaded via the gangway, rising and falling 
with the tide and grounding twice a day in the 
process. Unfortunately . . . constant traffic rapidly 
broke down the banks. Most ports reinforced them 
with wooden quays, though there is no way of 
knowing when or where such refinements were first 
introduced". This view is not only too simplistic, but 
also, of course, archaeology is showing us how 
waterfronts developed, and some of the information 
was already published at least two years before the 
book was published. 

Once away from these early centuries, the author 
begins to expand his text, and very quickly we find 



the dominance of the port of London in the 16th 
century as the cloth trade asserts itself. What is of 
particular interest, however. is the impact on ports, 
particularly London, of the development of trade 
with the Far East and the Americas in the 17th 
century. Instead of the trade being restricted to the 
European region, we find trade transformed to a 
global scale at some ports. This is, of course, 
reflected in our archaeological excavations in Lon- 
don as Chinese porcelain, for example, is commonly 
found in pits and wells. 

Chapter 2 deals with 'Harbour developments and 
port improvements 1660-1840'. These are still fairly 
simple river ports with quays, ports with piers, and 
enclosed harbours. 

For the major ports like London Chapter 3 
describes 'The emergence of the dock system 1690- 
1840'. The docks were created partly because of 
congestion of shipping, and the author describes 
how "it was said at Hull, small ships found them- 
selves suspended between larger ones as the tide 
went out and the vessels grounded" (p. 43). The 
importance of London is underlined by the fact that 
the earliest wet dock was constructed around 1660 at 
Blackwall, but other docks were soon to be found at 
other ports such as Liverpool, Hull and Bristol. 
Also, the creation of the canal system led to the 
development of inland 'canal ports'. 

Chapter 4 describes the expansion of ports during 
the period 1840-70, due to the influence of railways, 
steamships and steam power. A most interesting 
aspect of this chapter concerns the study of powered 
machinery, such as cranes, dredgers, bridges and 
lock gates. This leads on to Chapter 5 in which ports 
at the height of their prosperity, in the period 
1870-1914, are described. Trade during this period 
of "Empire" was on a gigantic scale, and ports like 
London, Liverpool and Bristol thrived. 

Chapter 6, entitled 'Stagnation and decay, 1919- 
807, is particularly sad for those who, like myself, 
remember the busy port of London during the 1950s 
and 1960s, and will find the explanation of the causes 
of the decay especially interesting. In our own 
life-time, especially during the past twenty years, 
one has seen the thousand-year-old port of London 
die. World economic decline, containerisation, old 
equipment, and roll-on roll-off lorries mean that 
major ports are simply transshipment centres, and 
there is now little need for dockside warehouses. 
The transformation of old docks into leisure areas 
and museums, like St. Katharine's Dock and the 
new Docklands Museum in London, open a new 
stage in the history of the old ports. 

This is a fascinating book, and hopefully the 
author will use his great knowledge and interest to 

expand it in a later edition, not only to include the 
earlier ports, but also to describe the naval ports 
which are omitted and which are also in rapid 
decline. PETER MARSDEN 

Lost and Found, by Jill Paton Walsh and illustrated 
by Mary Rayner. Andrt Deutsch Ltd., 1984. 32pp., 
many colour illus. f 4.95. 

THIS CHILDREN'S BOOK consists of four little 
stories, in each of which a child loses something 
which is found in the next story by another child (the 
dates of the episodes are prehistoric (neolithic?), 
medieval, Georgian and modern). Each child makes 
a journey along the same route, so that we can 
observe the changing landscape and changing atti- 
tudes towards it, as evidenced by place-names. This 
book is plentifully illustrated in colour, in a slightly 
subdued style which certainly appealed to my 
seven-year-old daughter. It makes a very good 
implicit introduction to archaeological thought for, 
say, 6 to 9 year olds. Although the story line is thin, 
chasing the artefacts from picture to picture provides 
an initial interest, and the comparisons of the same 
landscape through the ages give growing fascination 
- there is always something new to see. I can 
recommend it to anyone who would like to transmit 
the appeal that archaeology has for them to a child 
of this age, provided he is prepared to read it with 
him. My only criticism is of the format and price, 
which put it in what one could call the 'ribena-table' 
bracket. A paperback at say half the price would 
have served the purpose better. CLIVE ORTON 

The Archaeology of the Transjordan in the Bronze 
and Iron Ages, by Rudolph Henry Dornemann. 
Milwaukee Public Museum, 1983. 287pp., including 
97pp. of pl. and figs. Price not stated. 

THE LAND EAST of the Jordan has been surpri- 
singly neglected in the past by archaeologists, and it 
is only recently that the by no means unimportant 
part it played in the ancient history of the Near East 
has begun to be appreciated. Dr. Dornemann was, 
almost two decades ago, one of the pioneers in this 
development, and he has now performed a useful 
service in publishing this detailed and well- 
illustrated compendium of Bronze and Iron Age 
material. It suffers, it is true, from a number of 
defects; it is already out of date (being essentially a 
1978 revision of the author's 1970 doctoral thesis), 
and it is written in a somewhat turgid style which 
does not facilitate the reader's task. There are many 
points of interpretation, also, with which one could 
argue, though this short note is not the place to do 
so. Nonetheless, this is a book which specialists in 
the archaeology of this part of the world will not be 
able to ignore. PETER PARR 


