
settlement on the bank of the river. It is tempting to 
identify Brinavis, 'the place on the brown stream'28, 
with the Roman settlement of Brentford, the next 
known settlement along the route to the west. 

However, some commentators contend that 
Tamese refers to the river Thames, rather than to a 
settlement on it29. This view can be countered 
because the name appears to be in the locative case 
(of Tamesis), while in the specific list of rivers 
elsewhere in the Ravenna Cosmography, which 
admittedly does not contain the Thames, all the 
names appear to be in the nominative case30; the 
only exception is Durolavi (in the locative) which 
seems to be a mis-listing of D u r ~ l e v u m ~ ~ .  

If the Westminster settlement was indeed called 
Tamese, then it might explain why the uninhabited 
later32 site of the future provincial capital was given 
by its founders the obscure and ~nexp la ined~~  name 
of Londinium rather than a name from the river on 
whose banks it was established. 
28. Richmond and Crawford op cit 26. 

29.A. L. F. Rivet and C. Smith The Place-Names of Roman 
Britain (1981) 466. 

30. Ibid 212-3. 

31. Ibid 213 and 351. 

32. c AD 50-55 - see SLAEC op cit 593. 

Bridges 
Dio's mention of Roman troops using a bridge to 

cross the Thames at a point upstream of the main 
has been dismissed by most, if not all, 

commentators: for example, a preconquest bridge is 
"not a total impossibility as it could have been built 
with technical help . . . . Maybe (it was) . . . a pontoon 
bridge."35 " ... a bridge ... even if the Britons had 
been capable of building it. It is even more unlikely 
that a wooden bridge, which could easily be burnt, 
would have been permitted to remain . . . much more 
likely ... a floating bridge."36 "Surprise has been 
expressed that the Britons should have left it 
unguarded . . . could it have been a temporary bridge 
. . . by the Romans. "37 

The two salient points are disbelief that the 
Britons could have been capable of building such a 
bridge, and disbelief that a British bridge would 
have been allowed to fall intact into Roman hands 
(although history is full of such incidents). 
33. Rivet and Smith op cif 397-8. 

34. Dio op cit 60.20.6. 

35. Webster op cif 102. 

36. Merrifield op cit (1983) 25. 

37. Salway op cit 84, n. 2. 

(continued on v. 106) 
! - - 

xcavations 
City, by Museum of London, Department of Urban Archae- 

ology. A series of long term excavations. Enquirjes to DUA, 
Museum of London, London Wall, E.C.2 (01-600 3699). 

Croydon & District. Processing and cataloguing of excavated 
and museum collection every Tuesday throughout the year. 
Archaeological reference collection of fabric types, domestic 
animal bones, clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also available for 
comparative work. Hon. Curator, Croydon Natural History & 
Scientific Society Ltd., Museum Building, Croydon Biology 
Centre, Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, Surrey. (01-660 3841 
or 22 43727). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Sandford Manor and Fulham 
High Street. Tuesdays, 7.45 p.m.-l0 p.m. at Fulham Palace, 
Bishop's Avenue, Fulham Palace Road, S.W.6. Contact Keith 
Whitehouse, 86 Clancarty Road, S.W.6. (01-731 0338). 

Inner and North London Boroughs, by the Museum of London, 
Department of Greater London Archaeolo y (Innerrnorth 
London). Several rescue sites in various areas. t01-242 6620). 

Kingston, by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Marion Shipley, 
Kingston Heritage Centre, Fairfield Road, Kingston. (01-546 
5386). 

North-East London Boroughs, by Passmore Edwards Museum. 
Enquiries to Pat Wilkinson, Passmore Edwards Museum, 
Romford Road, E.15. (01-534 4545). 

South-West London Boroughs, by Museum of London, 

Department of Greater London Archaeology (South-West 
London). Excavations and processing. Enquiries to Scott 
McCracken, St. Luke's House, Sandycombe Road, Kew. (01-940 
5989). 

Southwark and Lambeth, by Museum of London, Department 
of Greater London Archaeology (Southwark and Lambeth). 
Several sites from the Roman period onwards. Enquiries to 
Derek Seeley, Port Medical Centre, English Grounds, Morgan's 
Lane, SE1 2HT. (01-407 1989). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to David 
Bird, County Archaeological Officer, Planning Department, 
County Hall, Kingston, Surrey. (01-546 1050 ~3665).  

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Society. Processing of excavated material continues three nights 
a week. Enquiries to S.L.A.S., c10 Cuming Museum, 155 
Walworth Road, S.E.17 (01-703 3324). 

West London Boroughs, by West London Archaeological Field 
Group. En uiries to 273A Brentford High Street, Brentford, 
Middlesex. 101-560 3880). 

The Council for British Archaeology produces a monthly 
Calendar of Excavations from March to September, with an extra 
issue in November and a final issue in January summarising the 
main results of field work. The Calendar gives details of 
extra-mural courses, summer schools, training excavations and 
sites where volunteers are needed. The annual subscription is E5.50 
post-free, which should be made payable to C.B.A. ,  112 
Kennington Road, S.E. 11. (01-582 0494). 


