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THE MINT WITH THE HOLE 

LARGE-SCALE EXCAVATION of the former Royal Mint site 
started in June, and the first phase of work, which is being funded 
by the Crown Estates Commissioners to the value of £200,000, 
will be completed by the end of January. Trial work in 1984' 
revealed substantial remains of the Cistercian Abbey of St. Mary 
Graces. with walls standing over seven feet high. Now a team of 
30 archaeologists is ' completing the excavation, under the 
direction of Peter Mills of the Museum of London's Department 
of Greater London Archaeology. Following mechanical excava- 
tion, which will remove the top layers of soil across the five acre 
site, they will dig by hand as far down as fifteen feet to reveal the 
walls of the Abbey. 

Most of the other Cistercian Houses in Britain were excavated 
or cleared in a haphazard way during the 19th century. The 
redevelopment at the Royal Mint site provides, for the first time, 
an opportunity to examine scientifically almost the whole of a 
Cistercian precinct. 

Crown Estates Commissioners is including a museum complex, 
which will incorporate the remains of the Abbey, as part of its 
£120 million redevelopment of the site. The project will provide 
offices in four new blocks and a refurbished building, two blocks 
of flats, a community centre, shops, leisure facilities and public 
open space. In funding the excavation of the Abbey precinct and 
integrating the remains into their scheme, the Crown Estates 
Commissioners are an excellent example of developers acknow- 
ledging their responsibility for the historical heritage. 

1. P. Mills 'The Royal Mint: first results' London Archaeol5, no. 
3 (1985) 69-77. 

THE MUSEUM IN DOCKLANDS 

T H E  MUSEUM IN DOCKLANDS will open in the summer of 
1988. Using a wealth of different material, it will tell the story of 
London as the nation's leading port, industrial and commercial 
workplace, and the communities which grew up around it. 
Members of the public are invited to visit W Warehouse in the 
Royal Victoria Dock (nearest station: Custom House) for a 
preview of the museum's exhibits, which include a rigger's 
workshop. printing workshop, cooperage. shipwright's display, 
cargo handling and boats. Occasionally there will be spec~al 
activities for children and school parties. including:- 
trying on  a diver's helmet and boots 
working a foghorn 
getting weighed on  a beam scale 
working ropes and pulleys 
making knots 
drawing competitions 

For further information. contact The Museum in Docklands 
Team at the Museum of London. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

W E  JOIN T H E  archaeological world in congratulating Current 
Archaeology on its 100th issue. It is in a sense our 'elder brother', 
because it inspired Nick Fuentes to start the London Archae- 
ologist in 1968. Despite differences of opinion from time to time, 
we have always read C.A. as a valuable source of information 
about the world beyond Watford, and hope to continue to do so 
for (at least) the next hundred issues. 

STUDY IN THE CITY 

A T  THIS TIME of year, many archaeologists seek to widen their 
knowledge by attending an evening class. In London, we are 
fortunate in the provision of classes in archaeology by both the 
University of London Extra-Mural Department and by local 
authorities. The Diploma and Certificate courses are well known; 
less well known are the courses provided by the Extra-Mural 

Studies Department of The City University. The courses in 
archaeology and history cover a wide range of topics - Ancient 
Egypt. Greece, Rome, Central America - but perhaps of most 
interest to our readers are Britain Before the Romans, Industrial 
Archaeology and courses on the history of the City of London and 
its suburbs. For details of these and other courses contact Sylvia 
Tyler, Centre for Continuing Education. The City University. 
Northampton Square, London E C l V  OHB, tel. (01) 253 4399 ext. 
3286. 

WANDSWORTH MUSEUM OPENED 

WANDSWORTH'S NEW MUSEUM was officially opened on 
the evening of 17 July. It was actually a double opening 
ceremony. marking the completion of the first phase of the 
conversion of its premises at Putney Library and the start of its 
summer exhibition. 

John Jacob, curator of the three London historic house 
museums (Kenwood. Marble Hill and Rangers House) performed 
the opening ceremony for the museum itself and rcvcaled how 
very suitable he was for this role as a "son of the Wandle", with 
a Battersea-born mother and a Carshalton childhood. H e  talked 
of his own enthusiasm for local museums, bemoaning the fact that 
this is an historically illiterate age and expressing his hopes that 
the new museum would be more than the all too common displays 
of byegones. He also put in a plea for someone to try to obtain 
a pair of Frank Bruno's boxing gloves for the museum collection! 

Once John Jacob had unveiled the brass plaque and declared 
the new museum open, it was the turn of children's broadcaster 
Floella Benjamin to open the summer exhibition. Until the whole 
of the museum's premises are ready for use, visitors can see a 
series of temporary exhibitions on local subjects. The summer 
exhibition was about children in the Wandsworth area in the past, 
a subject chosen to appeal to local children during the school 
holidays; it covered various themes from childhood including 
baby feeding and children's medicines, babies' and children's 
clothing. toys and games. school books, uniforms and prizes and 
children at work. 

Amongst the large crowd which squeezed into the main 
exhibition gallery for the opening ceremonies was a group of 
children from Wandle Junior School. members of the First class 
group to visit Wandsworth's first temporary exhibition, and 
organisers of their own classroom museum about the area in 
which they live. They seem to have enjoyed the refreshments and 
the chance to meet Floella Benjamin more than the museum 
displays on this occasion - but their sense of fun and Floella 
Benjamin's ability to speak in terms that they could understand 
ensured that this was a jolly and slightly unorthodox launch for a 
new Museum which promises to make local history fun. 

OFFPRINT SERIES FROM THE CITY 

READERS MAY NOT be aware that many of the articles 
published by members of staff of the Department of Urban 
Archaeology, Museum of London, in LAMAS Transactions and 
elsewhere, are available from the D U A  in offprint form. 

Help wanted 
Volunteers are required to help process finds from a major 
exavation at the Royal Mint, near Tower Hill. The site was 

occupied by the Cistercian Abbey of St. Mary Graces. and soon 
after the Dissolution was used as a victualling yard for the Royal 

Navy until the middle of the eighteenth century. 
For further details please contact: Richenda Goffin, DGLA 

(North London). 3-7 Ray Street, London E C l R  3DR (tel: 01-837 
8363). 


