
by Mrs M. U. Jones. The documentation accom- 
panying the finds showed that they had been given 
to Mrs Jones by a Mr F. J.  Nye. 

We subsequently contacted Mr Nye, who in- 
formed us that he had assisted Mr Pratt at 
Beddington in 195 1. Mr Nye also told us that during 
this excavation a hearth was found which was left in 
situ; near this hearth a 19th century penny was 
discovered which Mr Nye believed had been 
deliberately deposited as a token. 

The find of the penny prompted Mr Nye to 
deposit the recently discovered inscribed potsherd in 
case "the site could be properly excavated in the 
distant future" so that later excavators would be 
aware of an earlier trench4. The potsherd itself came 
from the excavation of the Roman and medieval city 
ditches on the north side of the London Wall near 
the Aldermanbury Postern, which was directed by 
W. F. Grimes, and where Mr Nye had worked as a 
volunteer for a period in l94gs. 

The inscribed potsherd was found in 1985; in 1983 
a hearth was found, a few metres to the east, which 
may have been the one found in 19516. Mr Pratt is 
4. Letter of Mr Nye of 22.1.86. 
5. W. F. Grimes The Excavation of Roman and Medieval 

London (1968) London. 
6. See L. Adkins and R .  Adkins forthcoming Excavations at 

Beddington: prehistoric settlement and Roman villa. 

now dead and his excavations were never published; 
his records have been lost. All that remains of his 
work are a few finds held by Guildford Museum and 
the Museum of London. 

The practice of leaving such mementoes or tokens 
in backfilled excavations is not new; William 
Stukeley is the first person known to have left 
behind tokens in his excavations, and a short article 
on this custom was recently published by Barry 
Marsden7. 

While such tokens are undoubtedly useful in 
indicating the presence of previous excavations, the 
story of this inscribed potsherd highlights the 
necessity to publish excavations or, at the very least, 
to write up a comprehensive record and deposit 
copies of it in suitable places. We have only a token 
of Mr Pratt's two seasons of cxcavation at Bcdding- 
ton; most of his work was wasted. 
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Excavations & Post-Excavation Work 
City, by Museum of London, Department of Urban Archaeology. 
A series of long term excavations. Enquiries to DUA,  Museum 
of London, London Wall, EC2Y 5HN (01-600 3699). 

Croydon & District, processing and cataloguing of excavated and 
museum collections every Tuesday throughout the year. Archae- 
ological reference collection of fabric types. domestic animal 
bones, clay tobacco pipes and glass ware also available for 
comparative work. Enquiries to Mrs Muriel Shaw, 28 Lismore 
Road, South Croydon, CR2 7QA (01-688 2720). 

Greater London (except north-east and south-east London), by 
Museum of London, Department of Greater London Archae- 
ology. Excavations and processing in all areas. General enquiries 
to DGLA, Museum of London (01-600 3699 x241). 
Local enquiries to: 
North London: 3-7 Ray Street, London E C l R  3DJ (01-837 8363). 
South-west London: St. Luke's House. Sandvcombe Road. Kew. 
Surrey (01-940 5989). 
Southwark and Lambeth: Port Medical Centre, English Grounds, 
Morgans Lane, London SE1 2HT (01-407 1989). 
West London: 273A Brentford High Street, Brentford, Middlesex 
(01-560 3880). 

Hammersmith & Fulham, by Fulham Archaeological Rescue 
Group. Processing of material from Fulham Palace. Tuesdays, 
7.45 p.m.-l0 p.m. at Fulham Palace, Bishop's Avenue, Fulham 

Palace Road, SW6. Contact Keith Whitehouse. 86 Clancarty 
Road. SW6 (01-731 4498). 

Kingston. by Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society. 
Rescue sites in the town centre. Enquiries to Marion Shipley, 
Kingston Heritage Centre, Fairfield Road. Kingston (01-546 
5386). 

North-east London, by Passmore Edwards Museum. Enquiries to 
Pat Wilkinson. Passmore Edwards Museum. Romford Road, E15 
4LW (01-534 4545). 

Surrey, by Surrey Archaeological Unit. Enquiries to David Bird, 
County Archaeological Officer, Planning Department. County 
Hall, Kingston, Surrey (01-541 8911). 

Vauxhall Pottery, by Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological 
Society. Processing of excavated material continues three nights 
a week. Enquiries to S.L.A.S., c10 Cuming Museum, 155 
Walworth Road, SE17 (01-703 3324). 

The Council for British Archaeology produces a monthly British 
Archaeological News ( 9  issues a year). It gives details of 
conferences, extra-mural courses, summer schools, training 
excavations and sites where volunteers are needed. The annual 
subscriptron of £7.50 includes postage, and should be made 
payable to C.B.A.,  112 Kennington Road, SE11 6RE (01-582 
0494). 


