
Historical research has shown that the hedges of 
Copse Farm were created after the late 17th 
century". These hedges gave an average species 
count of 4.75. As Grove Farm gave an average count 
of 5.5, it can be suggested that the hedges here 
generally predate those of Copse Farm. A date for 
the creation of these hedges, taken comparatively 
from the Copse Farm results, would appear to be 
late Tudor to early Stuart. 

Conversely, given that the average species counts 
for Oxheylane (4.1) and Grim's Dyke (4.5) are 
lower than that of Copse Farm, these hedges must 
be seen as more recent than those at Copse. As they 
are known to have existed before 1817, their date of 
creation must fall between about 1700 and 1817. 

SPECIES PERCENTAGE 
Grim's Copsc Grove Oxheylane 
Dyke Farm Farm Farm 

Hawthorn 100 100 83 100 
Rose 87 41 87 41 
Blackthorn 66 75 66 75 
Elder 39 41 39 4 1 
Pussy Willow 6.5 6.5 
Oak 93.5 83 100 50 
Ash 
Hornbeam 
Elm 
Beech 
Holly 
Birch 
Yew 
Maple 
Horse Chestnut 
Hazel 
Box 
Weeping Willow 
Osier 
Alder 
Willow 

Table 1: percentages of species growing in hedges on 
individual land units studied 

Discussion 
It appears that the hedges in Harrow of 18th 

century date have a species count that averages 
between 4 and 4.5. Hedges of late 17th century date 
have counts averaging 4.75. From this it might be 
deduced that hedges of more general 17th century 

Letter 
A PLEA FOR THE PREHISTORIC 

YOUR PLEA for the prehistoric (Commentary. Vol. 5, no. 8) 
may have been answered (in part at least). For the last month or 
so I have been engaged on an assessment of the prehistoric 
evidence from Central London. There is in fact a much greater 
amount of material than one might have imagined, indicating 
settled occupation from the Neolithic onwards (just as one would 
expect on the banks of the Thames). Settlement may even have 
been as dense as that revealed by aerial photography of the 
Thames-side gravels in Oxfordshire, but most traces of it in 
London have been obliterated. I would echo your sentiments that 
an assessment of museum collections is needed for the whole 

date average 5 species per 30m. Therefore 200 year 
old hedges in Harrow average 4-4.5 species, whilst 
300 year old hedges average 5 species. 

Using the old method of one species per hundred 
years"', Harrow hedges are in danger of being given 
a date that is around 200 years inaccurate. Results of 
the hedgerow survey in Hampshire indicated that 
hedges were often planted with more than one 
specieG6, and that this can be shown to give 
inaccurate results, particularly amongst hedges of 
Tudor or later date. 
Farm Range Average 
Grove 4-7 sp. 5.5 
Copse 3-7 sp. 4.75 
Oxhey Lane 3-6.5 sp. 4.1 
Grim's Dyke 2-7 sp. 4.5 

Table 2: species per 30m section 

Conclusion 
As hedges can be shown to have been planted with 

more than one species (for example, blackthorn and 
hawthorn with oak trees planted every 25 yards), 
both from fieldwork and documentary sources (see 
above), it has proved unwise to try to date hedges by 
a rigid formula. The best method of dating is by 
comparative study within a defined region where 
hedges of known date can be compared with those 
of unknown dates. Nevertheless, despite dismissing 
the old 'one species per hundred years' adage, I 
firmly believe that older hedges contain higher 
numbers of shrub species than younger ones. 
Accuracy can only be obtained by a long and 
detailed study of individual regions. When more of 
these are completed, it may be possible to draw 
some useful conclusions that can be applied to the 
more general study of hedgerows. 
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area: Lyn Blackmore of the North London Team has been doing 
this for pottery reported as 'undiagnostic', and has identified 
significant amounts of prehistoric pottery, including some beaker 
sherds. I agree too about the need to predict areas where 
prehistoric evidence is likely to survive (Southwark, for instance) 
and allocate funds to searching for it. There definitely is a 
prehistory of the London area, and it can still be recovered. 

NICK MERRIMAN 
Dept. of Prehistoric & Roman Antiquities 
Museum of London 

Mr Merriman's work will be the subject of this year's Annual 
Lecture (see Diary), and will also feature in our Autumn issue. 


