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TWO NEW EXHIBITIONS 

FOLLOWING THE success of Let's ,face it and Capital gains!, a 
new exhibition, Londoners 'The Way We Were', opens at the 
Museum of London on 29 April. This major loan exhibition of 
paintings, drawings and prints is the first of its kind. Its subject is 
a representative cross-section of the millions of inhabitants who 
have made London a city of such richness and variety. Drawing 
on public and private collections, the exhibition will bring the 
people of London to life in images ranging from the familiar - like 
Frith's The Railway Station - to rare medieval manuscripts and 
works by great artists which have never been exhibited before. 

The exhibition will explore the reasons why certain groups of 
people were singled out for notice in various eras - the popularity 
of the 'Cries of London' in the Georgian period, for example,or 
the depiction of navvies at work in the nineteenth century - by 
considering the social and artistic background. 

A fully illustrated book, Londoners by Celina Fox, Keeper of 
Paintings, Prints and Drawings at  the Museum of London 
accompanies the exhibition. Published by Thames and Hudson, it 
is available in a special Museum paperback edition at £9.95, and 
also in hardback at $20.00. 

The Museum of London is also host, until 10 May, of the 
Family Circle Exhibition Snapshot Britain. Nine hundred years 
after William the Con ueror sent out his clerks to compile the 
Domesday book, Fam& Circle magazine sent out the call to its 
readers to help compile a record - in pictures - of everyday life 
in Britain in 1986. As a result, 6000 shapshots go on display in 
what is thought to be one of the largest exhibitions of amateur 
photography ever mounted in this country. 

The 50 'best' entries win £100 each, and the winning entries 
have been enlarged for special display and reprinted on 
long-lasting archival paper, to be stored by the Museum as a 
unique time-capsule record of our daily lives. But all the entries 
will be on view - and together they form a detailed and vividly 
recognisable 'snapshot' of Britain in 1986. 

HISTORIC HOUSE APPEAL 

AN APPEAL for the restoration of 37a Clerkenwell Green has 
been launched on the 250th anniversary of its construction. It is 
the oldest building on Clerkenwell Green, an area rich in 
historical associations. It lies in the area of St Mary's Nunnery, 
the scene of several recent excavations, on one of which traces of 
Iron Age settlement, rare in this part of London. were recently 
discovered. The Nunnery survived the Pesants' revolt, when St. 
John's Priory, on the opposite side of the Green, was burnt, but 
following the Dissolution most had been demolished by 1600. 

In 1738 the Trustees of the Honourable and Loyal Society of 
Antient Britons decided to build a charity school for "poor boys 
born of Welch parents". Designed by James Steere, and built at 
a cost of £673, the "Schooll House" was in use from 1739 to 1772. 
After 1822 the building was split into Nos. 37 and 38, and until 
1838 was occupied by the Northumberland Arms and a variety of 
small traders or mechanics. From 1838 until 1880 No. 38 served 
as coffee rooms. In 1872 No. 37a became the London Patriotic 
Society's Club and Institute, strengthening Clerkenwell's reput- 
ation as "the centre of London democracy". Shortly after the club 
moved out in 1892, the Social-Democratic Federation established 
the first Socialist Press at 37a. with the financial support of 
William Morris. In 1909 it had taken over the entire building, the 
first single occupier since 1775. 

On the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Karl Marx in 1933, 
37a was purchased to house a Marxist library, a workers' school 
and educational centre. A successful campaign to have a 
Preservation Order served on the building was led by the Marx 
Memorial Library and confirmed in 1967. Two years later major 

building work was completed, restoring its original Georgian 
faqade. Further work is now needed to maintain and improve the 
building to a state fit to celebrate its 250th anniversary. A total of 
£85,000 is needed for a variety of works, including refurbishing 
the basement with its newly-discovered "Clerkenwell tunnels". 
Donations should be sent to The Treasurer, Marx Memorial 
Library, FREEPOST, London EClB ILX (cheques made 
payable to "Marx Memorial Library Expansion Appeal"). 

A NEW SERVICE FOR GROUPS 
CITISIGHTS of London are well known for their walks around 
many parts of London, and covering all aspects of London's past. 
They are now extending their services to offer tailor-made walks 
and visits for groups, societies, colleges and schools. Examples of 
the services include walks, talks and guided visits (£2 per person). 
days out by coach (£6 per person) and longer trips ( f6  per person 
per day). These prices do not include the cost of coaches, 
accommodation, etc., and the minimum size of party in each case 
is 15. Details can be obtained from Citisights of London Group 
Bookings, 44c Elizabeth Avenue, London NI 3BJ. 

'0' IS FOR OLIVETTI 
OLIVETTI is loaning an M24 microcomputer to the Museum of 
London to help with its project of preparing a computerised index 
to all known records, published and unpublished, relating to the 
archaeology of London. The M24 is being used to write a keyword 
dictionary to access the main database, so that users (archae- 
ologists, historians, planners and the general public) will he able 
to find all relevant data without having to know the keywords. 
The database provides access via author, subject. location 
(address). O.S. grid reference and period-qualified artefacts. 

ARCHAEOLOGY UNDER 'WATER' 
THAMES WATER has recently produced a leaflet, Thames 
Water's approach to conservation. It sets out the Authority's 
general policy towards conservation, outlines its current practices 
under four headings - Wildlife conservation, Archaeology, 
Landscape, and General - and summarises its statutory res- 
ponsibilities in these areas. The section on archaeology lists five 
practices: (a) Thames Water liaises with the appropriate 
archaeological bodies and national and local government 
departments in order to minimise the effects of its works on the 
historical landscape. (b) where circumstances warrant it Thames 
Water supports archaeological excavation of sites that are 
affected by its operations. (c) Thames Water safeguards historic 
artefacts derived from its operations and ensures their con- 
servation, publication and placement in appropriate museums, 
(d) Thames water participates in the industrial archaeology 
working party set up by the Water Authorities Association to 
formulate an acceptable approach to the management of the 
industry's technological and architectural heritage, (e) Thames 
Water encourages the preservation of documents, plans, books 
and photographs of the history of the water industry in its region, 
and makes these available, where practicable, to interested 
parties involved in research and publication. 

STAY IN THE PAST? 
A RECENT REPORTL suggests that conversion into hotels 
would provide a new future for many historic buildings. It calls for 
the identification of a range of buildings suitable for development 
as 'heritage hotels', and for grants to be made available for their 
conversion. They should he privately run, but marketed as a 
consortium. The author visited such conversions in Denmark, 
Holland and Spain, and recommends that each heritage hotel 
should promote the history, cuisine and traditions of the 
surrounding area. 

1 .  Old Buildings, New Accommodation, by Paul Barrett; from 
Finance Department. British Tourist Authority, Thames 
Tower, Black's Road, London W6 9EL, £5.00 including p&p. 


