
Under the Sludge, Beddington Roman Villa, by 
Lesley Adkins and Roy A. Adkins. Beddington, 
Carshalton & Wallington Archaeological Society, 
1986. 92 pp., 46 figs. (31 pl.), index. £2.95 (plus 55p 
p&p if ordered from BCWAS, 27A Ashcombe 
Road, Carshalton, Surrey SM5 3ET). 
THIS BOOK provides a fascinating and useful 
insight into the archaeological investigations of a 
Roman villa And prehistoric settlement at Bedding- 
ton Sewage Works (see also London Archaeol 4 
199-203; 4 326-9; 5 152-7). Although the book 
contains a summary of the main discoveries on the 
site before 1984, its main function is of more than 
local interest, since it provides a 'popular' infor- 
mative account of modern archaeological techniques 
and problems. The archaeological matters are dealt 
with in a chronological framework in chapters 
bearing headings suitably chosen for a sewage works 
site: 'Drains, Ditches and Discoveries', 'A Whiff of 
Success7, 'Pots and Pans7, 'Flushing out the Evi- 
dence', and 'Digesting the Results'. 

Chapter One - 'Bawdy Scenes7 - however, treats 
us to a very amusing, yet sadly so often typical 
picture of grossly inaccurate and unhelpful popular 
journalism. Yet the need for archaeologists to 
inform, educate and whenever possible actually 
involve the public with archaeology is stressed, and 
the book under review is clearly just one of a 
number of commendable methods used by the 
excavators to achieve this goal. Elsewhere through- 
out the book is raised another, even more major 
problem facing archaeology: finance. The Bedding- 
ton villa excavations have received funds from a 
wide variety of sources including: the developers, 
the local archaeological society, local government 
and central government. In addition, the Bedding- 
ton project has spanned such administrative changes 
as the incorporation of the South West London 
Archaeological unit into the Department of Greater 
London Archaeology, the setting up of the Historic 
Buildings and Monuments Commission (English 
Heritage), the abolition of the GLC, and the growth 
of Manpower Services Commission Community 
Programmes. Of the financial difficulties involved, 
the authors point out that in the future a major 
worry is likely to be 'funding of the post-excavation 
work which never has the same attraction to 
potential sponsors as the actual digging does'. An 
obvious, but very important, observation. Would 
Thatcherite officials involved in State-funded arch- 
aeology please note! 

The meat of the Adkins' book, however, involves 
a fairly detailed and well illustrated account of the 
planning for an excavation, the undertaking of the 
excavation, and finally the post-excavation work 
involved in producing the detailed site archive and 
the final report. Of particular interest and use is 
likely to be the systematic explanation of report 
writing (a major mystery to a large number of both 
professional and amateur archaeologists!) It is made 
very clear that as in the case of fieldwork, this side 
of archaeology can also greatly benefit from volun- 
tary help. One of the major pitfalls of report writing 
is discussed: the old problem of specialists failing to 
meet a deadline. Finally, so as not to hold up any 
further the publication of the report, the Adkins 
made the important (and in my opinion correct) 
decision not to wait any longer for one overdue 
specialist report (on Roman tile), and the rest of the 
final report: Excavations at Beddington Prehistoric 
Settlement and Roman Villa was submitted to the 
editor of the London and Middlesex Archaeological 
Society. I await its publication (hopefully in 1987) 
with much interest. 

Thus 'out of the sludge' has come a very useful 
and readable introduction to archaeological met- 
hodology and problems. It provides an invitation 
and guidance to anyone interested in getting 
involved in practical archaeology. In addition, 
Under the Sludge demonstrates the important 
contributions that local volunteers and societies can 
make to modern archaeology. A useful book for 
local volunteers, evening classes, schools, and any 
government 'administrative' archaeologist who has 
forgotten the main aims of, and reasons for, rescue 
archaeology. DAVID RUDLING 

The Penguin Guide to the landscape of England and 
Wales, by Paul Coones and John Patten. Penguin 
Books Ltd., 1986. 348pp, 83 figs., index. £6.95. 
THE TITLE IS slightly misleading; the history of 
the landscape . . . would be more appropriate, as this 
book lies mainly within the realm of historical 
geography. The chapter headings give the reader a 
better idea of what to expect. Chapter 1: Natural 
Landscape sets the scene, followed by five 'period' 
chapters (Prehistoric and Roman Landscapes, Dark 
Age Landscapes, Medieval Landscapes, Pre-Indust- 
rial Landscapes, Landscapes of the Industrial 
Revolution and the Victorian Era) and a brief 
Conclusion on The Modern Landscape. Each 
chapter is in two parts; a synthesis describing the 



main changes in the landscape during the period(s) 
of that chapter, followed by examples where 
features of the types described may still (at least in 
part) be seen. This approach works well as it anchors 
the generalisations in the particular. 

I certainly enjoyed reading this book. It is well 
written, and the authors have managed to digest and 
present a vast amount of information. In this 
respect, it can be seen as a worthy successor to W. 
G. Hoskins' pioneering The Making of the English 
Landscape (1955). There are, however, two serious 
failings, which are more the responsibility of the 
publisher than the authors, but which make the book 
less useful than its predecessor. Firstly, the half-tone 
illustrations are awful - many are either very 
'muddy' or over-reduced, or both - apparently 
because of the production process rather than the 
original selection of photographs. Secondly, the 
book lacks a sense of purpose. The lack of a 
bibliography makes it impossible to use the book as 
a work of reference, or as spur to further reading or 
research. Nor can it be used to study a chosen area 
in detail, unless the reader's choice happens to 
coincide with the authors'. One is left with an uneasy 
feeling that the book has been produced to fill a gap 
in the publisher's list. Nevertheless, congratulations 
to the authors for bringing together information 
covering: a wide range of man's activity in this 
countrywith such cla6tY and skill. 

CLIVE ORTON 

Aphrodisias, City of Venus Aphrodite, by Kenan 
Erim. Muller Blond and White Ltd., 1986. 200pp, 
many pl., some in colour, glossary, bibliog., index. 
£35. 
THIS BOOK conveys through its hundred or so 
superb illustrations the breathtaking harvest, in 
quality and quantity, of sculptures and architecture 
recovered through the modern excavations which 
began in 1961. Carved in the fine local marble, the 
statues, reliefs and inscriptions testify to the city's 
enduring good fortune under Roman rule, from the 
time it received special favours from Caesar 
Augustus. For the British interest there is the 
striking portrayal of Claudius' triumph over Britan- 
nia, the latter portrayed as a woman being subdued 
by the emperor, here depicted in the divine 
nakedness which posthumous veneration demanded. 
The panel is but one from the Sebasteion, an open 
space 80 by 14m (260 by 45ft) flanked by porticos 
with reliefs extolling the achievements of the 
Julio-Claudians. For all its wondrous and instructive 
ornament, this is a mere fraction of what has been 
found. Full publication of the inscriptions, sculp- 
tures and architecture is eagerly awaited. This 

volume is far from that, indeed barely an adequate 
interim, and one hopes it will serve as a reminder of 
how much remains to be done before what has been 
found can be truly perceived for what it is - the finest 
collection of sculpture and ornament from any city 
of the Roman Empire. 

J. J.  WILKES 

Industrial Archaeology Walks in London. A series of 
leaflets priced 10p each, plus 20p p&p per order. 
Bulk discounts available. Greater London Industrial 
Archaeology Society, Tom Smith, 74 Lord Warwick 
Street, London SE18. 
THE SELECTION I have contains walks from 
Blackfriars to Waterloo, Tower Hill to Rotherhithe, 
Little Venice to Camden, Camden to King's Cross, 
and Battlebridge Basin, King's Cross, which says 
more about my interests than anything else. The 
leaflets are well produced, and the amount of detail in 
them indicates that considerable research has gone 
into their production. All of the walks start and finish 
at or near Underground stations, and are between one 
and a half and three miles long. 

This sort of leaflet always fascinates me, and this 
series is no exception. I like finding out new things 
about places I thought I knew quite well. For 
instance, I had never noticed the depiction of St 
Pancras the Martyr on the service doors of older street 
lamps in that area. I have also often wondered about 
the story behind the 'folly' pub Crockers in Lisson 
Grove; apparently the owner was expecting the Great 
Central Railway to build their London terminus 
there, instead of where Marylebone Station now is. 
The Victorians were sometimes very precise in their 
company titles: the Self-Opening Tin Box Company 
has premises near King's Cross. Nearby the Islington 
& North London Shoe Black Brigade refuge and 
home casts an interesting light on life in the 1870s and 
1880s. 

I wonder what the present inhabitants of West- 
minster would think of an iron foundry in their midst, 
but the bench-ends for seats on the Victoria 
Embankment were cast in the Albion Works of Z. D. 
Berry & Son of Regent Street, Westminster (not that 
Regent Street, surely?). 

The problem about any publication containing 
such a wealth of detail is that it can quickly become 
out of date, particularly in these less 'touristy' areas of 
London. It is to be hoped that GLIAS and their 
collaborators on some of these leaflets, the Camden 
Historical Society, can find the resources to update 
them as and when necessary. 

I can thoroughly recommend this series to anyone 
who is interested in the minutiae of everyday life in the 



London of the last few centuries. 
PHILIP ORTON 

Pinning down the past - Finds from a Hendon Dig, 
by Edward Sammes. Hendon & District Archae- 
ological Society, 1986. 40pp., illus., f 1.75. Obtain- 
able from Miss J. Slatter, 5 Sentinel House, Sentinel 
Square, London, NW4 2EN. 
THIS HANDY little booklet has a title which rather 
disguises the interest of its contents. A quick riffle 
through its pages reveals a number of short articles, 
illustrated by drawings, dealing with some of the 
more noteworthy finds from a dig at the site of the 
former parish clerk's cottage near the church of St. 
Mary, Hendon. It was carried out in 1973-4 by 
Hendon & District Archaeological Society. 

The chairman's introduction gives the history of the 
site as already known, followed by its history as 
amplified by the archaeology. The author concen- 
trates on some 22 items or features from the dig. 

What could so easily have been fitted deadeningly 
into an account of one or two pages has here been 
extended over many pages in a pleasing and 
enlightening way. In describing the finds, Mr. 
Sammes tells us not only what each is, but how or 
where it originated, how it was used, and whether it 
was commonplace or unusual - in effect, putting each 
into its full setting much as do the better museum 
displays. If you are not an expert, you will learn a 
great deal from these articles. They surely represent 
considerable research by the author. 

Some examples must be given. The Saxon finds, 
for instance, the first from this period in Hendon, 
included a pin. Within a paragraph or so, the use of 
these pins, their form, the way in which they were 
made, their archaeological history and the relative 
importance of this particular pin, are all recounted. 
The piece about the medieval coffin slab fragments 
explain not only the style and use of these slabs, but 
also other uses of the Purbeck marble employed, the 
slab's relevance to Hendon's history and its probable 
subsequent fortune. Until I read the item about wig 
curlers I had not realised that the wig was not quite the 
carefree alternative to hair that it appears to be - you 
would have to re-curl the thing yourself. "Lace tags" 
is a neat and verv short account of the technolo~v of 

myself will come away with knowledge and under- 
standing considerably enlarged. 

PATRICIA CLARKE 

Rediscovering Dartford. Dartford District Archae- 
ological Group, 1986. 50pp., many pl. and figs. 
£3.50 plus 37p postage from G. S. Mitchell, 42 
Milestone Road, Dartford, Kent DA2 6DN. 
I MUST SAY at the outset how much I ,  as a 
non-archaeologist, enjoyed reading Rediscovering 
Dartford. I know from experience that Dartford 
Town Centre has become a 'clone' of many other 
town centres with its modern shopping precincts, 
commuter car parks and inner ring road. Like many 
others, I enjoy knowing how things were, what sort of 
people lived and worked there, and so on. However, 
this ~ersonal  eniovment is not in itself sufficient 
reasdn to preveni &h developments, and it is good 
to know that groups such as the Dartford District 
Archaeological group exist and attempt to investigate 
the past as opportunities arise. 

This book gives some excellent descriptions of 
specific sites and items discovered (that the Darenth 
Bowl is intact is really amazing), but only partially 
succeeds in explaining why it is important or 
interesting to understand how and why the Dartford 
area developed through the ages. One subject not 
covered is the Industrial Archaeology of the area (e.g. 
railways, cement works, heavy engineering), but 
there is a fair amount of literature available on these 
topics. On the positive side I found it interesting that 
whereas some sites have been destroyed and therefore 
lost to further study, a number remain buried and 
could, in future redevelopment of the area, be 
re-examined by a new generation of archaeologists. 
The book shows well how a relatively small group of 
enthusiasts can achieve so much by a mixture of good 
will from local councils and businesses, unrewarding 
hard work and occasionally sheer good luck! There 
were a few unanswered question, like 'how does the 
Group get to hear about sites? do they still need 
volunteers? what plans are there for future work?' I 
have a feeling that this was intentional, because if I 
lived in the Dartford area the book would have 
stimulated me into contacting the DDAG to ask some 
of these questions and possibly to offer to help. 

GEOFFREY ORTON 
U, - -  

their manufacture and their various uses. Would you The Green, a history of the heart of Bethnal Green like to know something about "lver pennies, 15th and the legend of the blind beggar, by A. J. Robinson century forgeries, bale-tags, chamber pots, jettons? and D H. B. Chesshyre London Borough of Tower These and many more are included. Hamlets. 1986.  ODD.. 25 illus.. 6 mam. biblio E.. 
L A  , I ' U 1 

I like this book. It is interestingly conceived, and its index. f 1.95. 
style is so light and digestible that one can take the THIS PUBLICATION covers a very small portion 
whole book at virtually one gulp. The non-expert like of the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, actually 



a patch some 650 yards by 250 yards, the centre point 
being the junction of Cambridge Heath Road and 
Roman Road. 

Originally called Blithehale (probably Blida's 
corner), Bethnal became a rustic hamlet with an 
increasing population which grew to 129,680 in 1901 
but is only some 46,420 today. 

In 1689 the land forming the Green was conveyed 
to a body of Trustees to be kept free of buildings, but 
in 1822 the site of St. John's Church was reluctantly 
sold for the erection of the present church. Other plots 
became built on, but even so much is still free of 
buildings, which is remarkable in view of the much 
built state of London's suburbs. 

This book gives a fascinating look into a small part 
of London outside the city walls, and takes it place in 
the welcome and increasing pile of such studies. 

Anyone such as myself, who has wondered at the 
name of the 'Blind Beggar' pub in Whitechapel Road, 
will find much of interest in this book. I for one can 
now 'enlighten' any passenger in my car who 
foolishly asks why it is so named. Well worth its 
modest price. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 

A Travellers Guide to Early Medieval Britain, 
compiled by Anthony Goodman with photographs by 
Michael Cyprien. Routledge h Kegan Paul, 1986. 
130pp., many pl., bibliog. £9.95. 

THIS IS A GUIDE to some 99 locations in Britain; 
some are in respect of a single building such as 
Alfriston Clergy House, others refer to several 
locations under one heading, e.g. London includes a 
description of Westminster Abbey and Temple 
Church with references to the Tower and Southwark 
Cathedral, but all describe the salient points in 
varying-sized 'thumbnail' sketches. Interspersed are 
eleven special articles on subjects such as The Black 
Death, The Outlaw and the Greenwood, and Visions 
of God and the Devil. There is a list of Kings and also 
a glossary of terms to remind one of some of the 
things one has forgotten, and also a 'Further reading 
list' which strangely (to me) does not include the 
Buildings of England series, which without doubt is 
the finest travellers' guide. However, the photographs 
are excellent, but an annoying omission is the lack of 
information as to the locations of the pictures of 
sculpture details (there are seven such). As Britain is 
so rich in the survival of so many medieval buildings 
the selection seems to be limited, but forms an 
interesting range. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 

Croissants at Croydon, by Jack Bamford. London 
Borough of Sutton Libraries and Arts Services in 
association with Les Anciens dJAir  France, 1986. 
195pp, 40 pl., £5.95. 
THE BOOK TELLS of Jack Bamford's life in 
commercial aviation and military aerial transport 
from 1920 until the end of the Second World War. 
Despite his inauspicious start, when the young man 
demonstrating how to use a Verey light burnt down 
one of the hangars, by 1930 Jack Bamford had 
become General Manager in Great Britain and 
Ireland for Air Union. 

The first two-thirds of the book deals with the 
period between the two World Wars. The tech- 
nological advances are described in terms of more 
reliable engines and increased seating capacity. Being 
a manager rather than a flyer Mr Bamford pays more 
attention to the changes in social attitudes towards air 
transport. The change from passengers being allowed 
to travel outside in front of the pilot in the Handley 
Page 01400 to the comparative luxury of the 
Dewoitine 338 with their stewards to attend the 
passengers. 

The last third covers the war years, starting with an 
unscheduled trip to Paris during the phoney war, and 
continuing with a secret trip to Washington as a 
courier for Churchill by Catalina. During this time 
Jack Bamford had become a Squadron Leader and 
later a Wing Commander in the Royal Air Force, as 
part of the infant Transport Command. 

Throughout the whole book Jack Bamford visits, 
ostensibly on business, various parts of Europe giving 
an insight on life in many cities during troubled times. 

The style of this book I found generally readable, 
but the chapters are a little short, tending to interrupt 
the flow. Personally I would have liked more details 
of the aircraft and flying, but this is primarily an 
autobiography and not a history of aviation. 

HILARY ORTON 

A Newcastle Boyhood, 1898-1914, by Basil Peacock. 
London Borough of Sutton Libraries and Arts 
Services, 1986. l38pp., 31 pl., £4.50. 
ALTHOUGH THIS autobiography describes the 
first 16 years of the author's life, it is not his first 
book, but is an extension of one chapter in a previous 
story Tinker's Mufti, memoirs of a part-time soldier, 
which many readers considered intriguing enough to 
warrant book-length treatment. Now that I have read 
it, I found that I was 'hooked' from chapter 1. My 
father was a contemporary of Basil Peacock, whose 
family home in Heaton was practically the same as 
that of my father-in-law in Manor Park, Essex. From 



then on I tended to look for other similarities, but my 
interest was kept very much alive by the author's style 
and his description of the growing suburbs round 
Newcastle, which I had known during World War 11. 

The Peacock family were Methodists, and the six 
children were strictly brought up, which was the way 
before 1914, well educated, which was not so 
common, and their story unfolds smoothly, till the 
boys go away to the War. I found the whole book 
most interesting, easy to read, and giving an insight 
into a life-style which is fast becoming just a memory. 

BOB ORTON 

Reading the past, by Ian Hodder. Cambridge 
University Press, 1986. l94pp., 8 figs., bibliog . , 
index. £20 hardback, £6.95 paperback. 

THIS IS A difficult book to define; perhaps it could 
be seen as a statement of position by one of Britain's 
younger and most prolific theoretical archaeologists. 
He starts by describing a series of positions that he 
does not hold: the systems approach, structuralist 
archaeology and Marxist archaeology. I cannot tell 
whether the short account he gives of each would be 
considered fair by protagonists of these viewpoints, 
but he is at pains to point out the contribution each 
has made to archaeological theory and method, as 
well as their inherent weaknesses. He moves on to 
look at the relationship between archaeology and 
history, arguing for strong links between the two, 
especially with Collingwood's approach to history. 
The argument is further developed in a chapter on 
contextual archaeology, where the importance of 
understanding material within its own context is 
stressed. Finally, he brings all the strands together in 
what he calls 'post-processual archaeology' (is this a 
new shibboleth?). Some may see this as a rather 
old-fashioned return to 'historical particularism' (or 
whatever derogatory label they choose), but the point 
that we must seek to grasp the meaning of our 
material by immersion in its context is surely valid, 
and broad cross-cultural generalisations must come 
much later, if at all. 

As a London archaeologist, I do not find his 
conclusions surprising. But then, London has at least 
since Roman times been unique, a site from which it 
is impossible to generalise, but whose history is totally 
fascinating. In short, the book appeals to my 
prejudices. Not an easy read, though; Hodder's habit 
of using nouns as adjectives compounds an already 
tight style, and many readers may give up. The 
important question is whether the book will influence 
the direction taken by archaeology; only time will tell. 

CLIVE ORTON 

Tower Hamlets, Past & Present, by Christopher 
Lloyd and Ian Orton. London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets, 1986. 44pp., 44 figs. £1.95 plus 18p 
postage. 

THIS IS ANOTHER of the 'then and now' 
photographic comparisons which are very popular 
with all ages, the older generation, many (most?) of 
whom love to reminisce and the younger who 
wonder at the difference. There are 22 such 
comparisons (i.e. 44 pictures) which illustrate most 
graphically the changes made in the borough in some 
65 years, covering two wars and much post-war 
development, but it is interesting to be able to 
indentify the features which have survived, and 
provide a basis for many 'I remember' stories. 

A welcome addition to the growing number of 
similar comparisons. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 

The Northern Counties to AD 1000, by Nick Higham. 
Longman Group Ltd., 1986. 392pp, many figs and 
pl. £22.50 hardback, £12.50 paperback. 
THIS IS ONE OF the first of 21 books forming A 
Regional History of England, which will cover 10 
regions. 

With the enormous surge of archaeological 
investigation allied to research into many aspects of 
history and other disciplines, the older history books 
are fast becoming obsolete, and so it is wonderful to 
be able to welcome this attempt to present to the 
general reader, as well as students, an up-to-date 
interpretation. 

Previously each subject has tended to be treated 
in isolation, but the development of humanity is 
complex, each aspect being influenced by many 
factors, and Dr. Higham has concentrated on the 
ways the communities in Cumbria, Durham and 
Northumberland have adapted to changing envir- 
onmental conditions and how evolving social and 
technological aspects have influenced the population 
from late mesolithic times onwards. 

In the words of the General Editors, Barry 
Cunliffe and David Hey 'this important work is not 
just a conventional archaeological survey of the 
north . . . it is a pioneering attempt to write a social 
and economic history of the region'. 

This is a very lucid and engrossing book, and the 
method of its construction makes it easy to find a 
particular aspect or episode without having to wade 
through a lot of text. If the other books in the series 
are like this, I am impatient to own and read them. 

MARSDEN ANDERSON 


